Dear respected   guests (lawyer mohammed al noor,  dr raveedran, engr anilkumar, president of kuwait engineer’s forum,  hassan thikkodi, sam painummodu, chandramohan panangadu president of kala, thomas mathew kairalee representative) and  all other forum members, family members dear  friends, and children. 
welcome to all to this onam function conducted by law graduates’ forum kuwait.  i  wish you all a very happy onam & my greetings & best wishes. 
though, it is a very moderate family function, since we are very few members as lawyers in kuwait, out of that a very few are active,  it could be conducted like this with the co-operation and dedication of members like anas puthiottil, razak payyoli, chacko jacob, thomas stephen and thomas verghese. our ladies also,  though never before they have performed  on stage, in a short notice they have made rehearsals and came forward to present thiruvathira and some other items. the good effort of manju suresh, twinkle chacko jacob, rafia anas, ammu razak, and children mona and aisha sana’s efforts are to be appreciated by all of us.
now i would like to say few words about our organization for the benefit of new members and guests  present here. 
in 1998  we formed our unique  organization as malayalee law graduates forum and rejuvinated it in 1996 as “indian law graduates’ forum” the assocaition of indian lawyers in kuwait.
many of our members have more than 10 years of court practice experience in india and 20-25  members of our forum now work with local law firms as lawyers and legal practitioners. 
our association is unique, in the sense that,  among nris all over gcc and as per my information, in rest of the countries, nowhere else such an assocaition exists, an assocaition for the indian lawyers and law graduates. you can see around that new new associations are formed among nris on a daily basis. still i have not heard of any other associaton like this anywhere else outside india.  in this background it is great achievement that  we have an assocaition for the indian lawyers in kuwait and it is going strong and strogner day by day.
the main aim of the forum is to help each other.  the forum acts as the binding force among the  indian lawyers and  law graduates working in kuwait. we often conduct get togethers, picnics, legal seminars, onam, annual  eid christmas newyear celebrations, etc. 
moreover, the forum render legal assistance to many indians who are facing legal problems back home in india and kuwait.  atleast 20-25 people approach the forum on a monthly basis with some legal problems they face at home or in kuwait,  and forum took active role in social issues like, ticket fare to india, legal help by indian embassy for expatriate laborers in kuwait, more educational opportunities for nri children,  etc.
the forum meets every month and discuss legal development back home and used to conduct legal discussions for updating legal information for its members.
the greatest achievement of the forum is that it has successfully managed to get admitted original petition in high court of kerala  against indiscriminate airfare in gulf- indian sector.  though an outcome is yet to come, the case had many repercussions.  the air india, indian airlines, dgca. govt of india were forced to read and hear our arguments and submit replies in the court accordingly. they had to take the matter very seriously and their advocates submitted 15 -20 pages counter arguments against our petition several  times, which we have published in our site.
we are maintaining one web site. www.geocities.com/lawgraduates
all matters related to our case counter arguments, and information regarding forum and its members are published there.
now let me say a few words about the onam for the information of non-malayalees and our children. for many of us it sounds repetition, but by repetition only we can keep our long cherished traditions.
onam - legend 
the legend says that mahabali, an asura (demon), was the king of kerala.  he was a noble and virtuous king. although he was an asur, he was known far and wide for his generosity and good sense. it is said that if a person asked mahabali for something, he never returned disappointed.  mahabali defeated indra and conquered heavens. however mahabali was a worshipper of lord vishnu. devaas (the gods) sought the help of vishnu to curb mahabali's power. 
  vishnu, took the form of a vamana (dwarf) brahmin (this was his sixth incarnation), approached mahabali after his morning prayers when generous mahabali would grant boon to brahmins. vamama asked for land for his prayers. mahabali told him that he can have as much land he wished but vamana said that he just wanted land which could cover with his three steps which mahabali accepted. 
  as soon as bali poured the sacrificial water into the hands of vamana, he began to expand. with his first step, he covered the sky, blotting out the stars (the whole of heavens). 
with the second step he covered the whole of earth and then asked where he should keep his third step. mahabali offered his head as the last step. vamana put his foot on mahabali's head and pushed him down into the patallok (the netherworld). 
  moved by the nobility of this demon king, vishnu proclaimed that even after losing every worldly possession, mahabali would earn eternal wisdom and the love and affection of vishnu. mahabali asked for and was given one reprieve, that he be allowed to return once a year to visit his beloved subjects. onam is the occasion when the righteous king makes his temporary return from exile. on the eve of thiruvonam, the 2nd and the most important day of onam, bali comes to meet his people. in memory of the happy days of mahabali's rule, a grateful kerala celebrates his annual home-coming with all the pomp and grandeur it can command. this is the  legend behind onam.
malayalam.
now my honoured non-malayalees friends please excuse me for swithching to my mothertoungue malayalam. as a tradition in onam we should talk in mlayalam.
