Cote 4 


Eliminating 

Languages in Africa

By Tyler Cote

Trimester III JRP
McCabe/Schnakenberg
May 22, 2002
Africa.  A continent with more issues than there are people.  There are many different reasons why Africa has so many conflicts. One factor that plays a large role in the continent’s messed up society is the large and vast amount of languages that are present today.  Africa must eliminate languages to guarantee a successful future for the people of not just their own land but also for the world.
Lowering the number of languages used in Africa will affect the world as a whole.  There will be different reactions and different concerns, but the overall goal is to be able to communicate to everyone in the world.  With communications set, everyone will have a fair shot at certain conflicts and/or issues.  

Languages are part of every culture and they have history behind almost every word used.  That’s why people of Africa should allow for the change.  Just as American’s have English; tribes have their own cultural language, too. But our language, English, is used by a lot more people which has made communications between two worlds much more effective.  
At present, the world has about 320 million people whose first language is English and this excludes about another 57 million that speak Creole, or creolisted English (Global Tongue).

In Africa there are more than 800 languages on this single continent.  There are certain languages that are more wide spread and spoken by many and this group includes Arabic, Swahili, and Hausa.  The Languages spoken in Africa are broken down into three main groups:  black African languages, Afro-Asian languages, and (3) Indo-European languages (Hartmut).  All of these main groups can be broken down into even smaller groups.  
In total there are 743 million people that are speaking all of these different languages (Columbia).  If the population was evenly spread out over the 800 languages, there would only be about 900,000 people per language that would know how to speak it. In comparison with the United States there are about 200 million people that speak English (World Almanac).  Now with this in perspective, it is more self evident why there is a lack of communication. 
There is also the issue that many of these languages are only spoken and aren’t written.  But, in addition to the exception of a possible translation of the bible, there are several other important exceptions (African Languages).  The Nilo-Saharan language Nubian, is the only modern African language with early written records (African Languages).
There are certain situations in which the government in Africa is attempting to push along the extinction of certain languages.  One example is when the Kenyatta government was targeting a language by banning a local play, just because the creator of the performance was labeling the language as "authentic"(Joseph).  "They were attempting to stop the emergence of an authentic language of Kenyan theatre"(Joseph). 

I large piece of this issue involves entertainment because a culture is based around its art.  The African Society has made many attempts to accommodate the existing variety of languages within the continent to be able “display” media and the arts to many different tribal sectors.  Many newspapers, magazines, and radio broadcasts now employ various native languages, and film theaters are able to switch sound tracks to accommodate the audience in a given language area. However, Africa's linguistic diversity can be a obstacle to mass communication, and European tongues, especially English and French, are still widely used in the media (African Languages).  This is why it’s inevitable that the vast amount of languages will surely dissipate in a few centuries.  
It was once said that all good things must come to an end.  This is true with the world’s languages.  Many linguists predict that at least half of the world's 6,000 or so languages will be dead or dying by the year 2050. Languages are becoming extinct at twice the rate of endangered mammals and four times the rate of endangered birds.  It is said that if this rate stays the same that there may only be a dozen or less official languages in a not so distant future (Ostler).  There is research that shows that small tribal languages are under continual threat from their larger neighbors. The Khoisan language group, for example, to which the Hottentot and Bushman tongues belong, is almost extinct (Alarming Rate).
The world will never be a perfect place in which all people communicate peacefully, but being able to understand one another is much more affective than not being able to understand each other at all.  And in the end, Africa is still a continent with issues, but as with any other place on earth, these are problems that can be improved.  But, the first step in this entire “healing” process is to eliminate languages and to adapt to just a hand full of similar dialects.
