Citizen Kane

Directed By Orson Wells
As I watched Citizen Kane I began to understand why this movie is on the American Film Institution’s top 100 list at number 1.  The following bullet are notes to myself about certain parts of the film that I felt made it successful.

· Creative transitions in the beginning of the movie with the different POVs of the castle and the surrounding landscape.

· Lighting use through windows show the dust filled room.  Gives texture to the room.  Also the angle at which the light is directed is eye catching.

· Pan shot – from outside ( through skylight ( down to shot of Kane lying on deathbed.  This was an amazing one-take shot, especially for the time that this film was made in.

· The lighting in the archive room at Thatcher’s office is eye catching.

· Beginning of life story- the line up of the characters was amazing.  Little Kane continuously came in and out of frame as the other characters stayed in place,


· When reporter is talking to an old man and all you focus on is the man’s desk because the reflections displayed on the desk are perfect.  After watching the desk for a minute or two you being to realize that this man must be Important because his desk is huge. 

· When the reporter is talking to Thatcher, picture of Kane is over him. 


· When Kane and wife gradually get more upset at each other at the table ( time elapses continually. Interesting to watch because it feels like you are sitting at the table with them and you can feel all the stress build up.   

