Mt. Aloysius College

Rhetoric II

Instructions for Final Paper SA-3 & Speech OR-3

Larry Pearce, Instructor

ASSIGNMENT: Using a single critical "approach" (Norton Literature p. 1187+), discuss a major work from our book (10 or more pages) that is not covered in detail in the book or in class. You may analyze, compare, and provide background on the author and genre as is appropriate to the approach you have selected. Sign-up for your selection early as NO MORE THAN TWO STUDENTS MAY CHOOSE A PARTICULAR STORY/PLAY. The speech may be a presentation of all or part of your research findings. 

EXAMPLES:  See the instructor for additional help.



Historical Approach (p. 1212) - Describe the context in which the work takes place and/or was written. How does the piece "measure up" to your understanding of the time period according to your research sources? How does it compare to other works and authors dealing with the same era? Possible resources - biographies, TV and films, other fiction or non-fiction, local historical society magazines, interviews.



Reader-Response (p. 1203) - First impressions are very important, so jot comments and questions as you read. Write a summary afterwards, then re-read and summarize again. Look for a range of acceptable meanings, personal and cultural. Your final paper should limit references to and techniques from other approaches.



Deconstructionist (p.  1194) - How is the meaning that the author implies relative to his/her experience? Could others take something completely different from the work? What "binary opposites" come to mind as you read? Possible resources - other similar works that have come to mean different things to different people, Internet reviews and criticism of this or other works by this or other authors.

DEADLINES: See the syllabus and fill in the blanks.

· Sign-up  (due ASAP) Keep in mind your tastes, preferences, and reading experience. Two persons per work: first come, first served. 

· Proposal (due ______) In essay form indicate author, title, research question, thesis, and generic sources (5 points).

· Preliminary bibliography (due ______) 10 correctly formatted sources, of 5 different types, with at least 2 from our library databases, in alphabetical order, one of which should be your centerpiece from the book (10 points).

· Complete Sentence Working outline (due ________) minimum two pages, correctly constructed to 3 levels at some point, with thesis as introduction and conclusion (10 points).

· Rough draft conference (as scheduled _________) complete paper is mandatory. You MUST attend this to receive full credit for final paper/speech (15 points).

· Final draft (SA-3 due _______)  minimum 10 pages and "camera ready" (15 points).

The final draft should be formatted accordingly with running head:




Page 1 - TITLE PAGE (MLA or APA style)




Page 2 – FORMAL OUTLINE (revised from working outline)




Page 3 - INTRODUCTION (get the reader's attention at the very 





beginning, state your thesis, and preview the essay 





before going into the body)




Pages 4-8 - BODY (logical divisions, quotations, at least four in-





text citations from minimum two secondary 






sources, and supporting evidence appropriate to 





your approach)




Page 9 - CONCLUSION (restate thesis, review and summarize, 





and leave the reader with a memorable ending. This 





need not be on a separate page)




Page 10 - BIBLIOGRAPHY (works cited or references)

Internal parenthetical citations are mandatory. Appendices may not be counted toward the ten-page minimum. If you use headings, they should follow the outline closely as a courtesy to your readers. Remember that while Rhetoric II research and writing should contain your original thoughts synthesized from secondary sources, you may report primary research, i.e. interviews, surveys, reader-responses, etc. Avoid the "encyclopedic" paper that simply "parrots" dates, biographies, and common knowledge. Limit “retelling” to less than one page total with this mingled in your analysis. Remember, I’ve read the work already.

· Final speech (OR-3 due ______) 7-8 minutes, fully-rehearsed with visuals and triangulation self-critique submitted (15 points).

Your final speech should NOT be you READING your paper! Convert the most important points of your research to key words on note cards, then just talk to us about your experience. SOME retelling will be necessary AFTER your introduction because few in the audience will have read your work, but no more than a minute should be given to this part of your speech. You may use dramatic excerpts, but visuals are required. Remind the audience of your thesis often. Tell us what you're going to tell us in the introduction; then tell us in the body; and tell us what you told us in the conclusion. Consider the following "sequence of motivation" (Monroe) to stir your audience:

1. Get their ATTENTION,

2. Establish their NEED,

3. SATISFY that need,

4. VISUALIZE your thesis (theory), and

5. CALL FOR ACTION (what do you want them to do?)!

EVALUATION CRITERIA:



Concise & correct use of Standard Written/Spoken English

40%



Clear thesis and synthesis of evidence to support your argument
20



Comfortable use of literary criticism concepts & vocabulary
20



Clean, creative, and original presentation of materials

20
