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Mount Aloysius College

Rhetoric I—Syllabus—Fall 2009
Larry Pearce, Instructor

Office hours: M-W-F before or after class & by appointment

Phone: College 886-4131 (leave message)      Home 629-5272 (ans. machine)

E-mail: PEARCE@ATLANTICBB.NET
Homepage: WWW.GEOCITIES.COM/PEARCE2002  “Teaching at the Mount”

EN-110     3 credits lecture
DESCRIPTION: (From college catalog)

Required of all students, who have satisfactorily completed the College’s selected 
placement program, this course involves critical reading, listening, writing, speaking, and 
research. The concept of critical and evaluative thinking underlies all of the activities of 
this course. The course goal is to introduce the student to rhetorical principles and to 
provide exercise in reading, listening, writing, speaking, and research skills.

OUTCOMES/OBJECTIVES: (see also college “Core Goals & Learning Outcomes”) 
I. The student will demonstrate the ability to read, interpret, and evaluate oral and print material at a level of “C” or better proficiency in both oral and written work. In addition, the student will produce original, effective, and creative essays and speeches at a similar level of competency.

A. The student will analyze required reading to identify theses, organizational patterns, and rhetorical strategies.

B. The student will identify and evaluate evidence and support provided by the authors of the assigned material.

C. The student will incorporate appropriate rhetorical devices in a variety of written and oral assignments using standard English.

D. The student will participate in class discussions and listen to lectures.

II. The student will demonstrate the ability to collect, evaluate, and present library and Internet research in appropriately documented written and oral forms at a level of “C” or better.

A. The student will demonstrate the ability to use print and electronic resources.

B. The student will demonstrate the ability to develop effective search strategies.

C. The student will collect, evaluate, and incorporate evidence in support of a self-selected, faculty-approved persuasive and informative process analysis in written and oral forms using standard English.

D. The student will complete required reading, attend class lectures and library workshops, and participate in class discussions.

REQUIREMENTS:

1.Texts


Coleman, Bob, et al. Making Sense: Essays on Art, Science, and  Culture. 2nd ed. New 


York: Houghton Mifflin Co., 2006. 


Lunsford, Andrea A. The Everyday Writer, 4rd  ed. New York: Bedford/St. Martin’s, 


2009. 

2. Notebook


You will be taking notes from class lectures and discussions, keeping handouts, and 
saving 
free writing samples. A three-ring, binder-type is best, but a pocket-type will 
work. 

3. Computer or word processor


Submitted work, with few exceptions, must be legibly typed and/or printed. If you don’t 
have a PC, and can’t borrow one, then you’ll need to make time to use the College’s 
computers (second floor Main, Academic Hall, and the Library). Remember to save/ 
backup all work immediately to floppy disk or other media not only for safety’s sake but 
for easier reference, portability, revision, and editing. You will need your college e-mail 
address with valid password to use the computers and printers on campus. Please check 
your mail regularly for communication from your instructor. No class work will be 
accepted by e-mail without prior approval. Send actual files only, with my permission, as 
attachments, to preserve formatting.

4. Personal essays (PSA), reading discussions (RD), oral presentations (OR), and other.


All formal essays must be MLA or APA formatted, unless other arrangements are made, 

with short headers, etc. PSA-1 through 3 must be two pages each (600 words) and are due 
Fridays. RD-1 through 3 may be one page each (300 words) and are due in class the days 
of our discussions. RD-4 (synthesis) must be two pages (600 words) and is due the 
day of your 5-minute presentation (OR-2). OR-1 should be 2 minutes long. OR’s are due 
the day you sign up for. Separate instructions will follow for your final paper and 
presentation (PSA-4 and OR-3). See last page for further details. Students should keep all 
teacher-evaluated work and speech triangulation sheets in their folders/notebooks for 
future reference. Class speech critiques must be handed in when collected by the 
instructor. None can be accepted after the others have been evaluated and distributed 
back to the class. See “Deadlines” for other submission dates.

POINTS, PENALTIES, AND EXTRA CREDIT:


All work should be submitted for possible full credit the day it is due according to 
“Deadlines.” Five percents penalties will be subtracted for each week (7 days) that it is 
late with a maximum 20-percent deduction for one month (30 days), after which the work 
will not be accepted. PSA’s (only) receiving less than full credit may be revised and 
resubmitted for possible additional points within one week of the original due date. Extra 
credit opportunities will be announced in class. A rough draft of the final paper must be 
evaluated in conference to receive full credit for the final draft. All work must be 
submitted in class or my mailbox in the Support Center by 1 p.m., Wednesday, December 
9.The following required work and credits are subject to change:



Work





        Points 



Essays (SA-1 through 3 @ 10 points each)

30



Reading Discussions (RD) (4 @ 10 points each)
40



Oral Presentations (OR) (3 @ various)

30



Class Critiques of OR-1 through 3 (3 @ 5 each)
15



Quizzes (Q-1 through 3 @ 10 points each)

30



Proposal for PSA-4 (see handout)


  5



Working bibliography (“)



10



Full sentence formal outline (“)


10



Rough Draft Conference (“)



15



PSA-4 Final Paper (“)




15



Participation





20 







TOTAL         210

SCHEDULE: ANY CHANGES WILL BE ANNOUNCED IN CLASS (see codes below)

Week
Date
Subject(s) covered




Read

Work due
1
8/24
Syllabus, introductions, R/W processes
     
MS 3-32
OR-1 (8/28)










EW 1-3

2
8/31
Narrative & story telling



EW 5-7
PSA-1 (9/4) 

3
9/9
Descriptive writing




EW 8-10
PSA-2 (9/11)


4
9/14
Assignment 1 - Lead a discussion


MS 613-14
RD-1 (9/18)










EW 11

5
9/21
Assignment 2 - Ditto




MS

RD-2 (9/25)










EW 12

Q-1 (9/25)

6
9/28
Argument & persuasion



EW 13

PSA-3 (10/2)

7
10/5
Process analysis & technical writing

EW 8, 14, 29, 60
Proposal

NO CLASS MONDAY 10/12 – MIDTERM BREAK


8
10/14
Assignment 3 – Lead a discussion


MS

RD-3 (10/16) 
9
10/19
Library & research



     EW 15, 16, 50
Bibliography











Q-2 (10/23)

10
10/26
RD syntheses – Bring together sequence
          MS 645-60
OR-2









       EW 4, 17, 18
Outline


11
11/2
Catch-up & review




EW 48, 51
 - -

12
11/9
ATTEND ONLY YOUR CONFERENCE

  - -

SA-4 Draft

13
11/16
ATTEND ONLY YOUR CONFERENCE

  - -

SA-4 Draft

14
11/23
Catch-up & review




  _ _

Q-3 (11/23)


NO CLASS WEDNESDAY or FRIDAY 11/25 or 27 - THANKSGIVING

15
11/30
Final presentations




EW 4

OR-3

16
12/7
Final presentations




  - -

OR-3, tri-sheet



(None scheduled 12/11 – possible weather problem)


PSA-4


EW is by chapters in The Everyday Writer

MS is by page numbers in Making Sense
DEADLINES AND DESCRIPTIONS:


Reading Discussions (RD’s) are due the days that you lead discussion. Points will 
be 
deducted for late submissions in fairness to the rest of the class. Essays may be submitted 
anytime during the week they are assigned. You may revise PSA’s (only) for additional 
consideration but must be done within a week of the original due date. Speeches and 
conferences are due as scheduled.


Code
Explanation


Due

Date
Points


OR-1
2-min. show & tell

Week 1
8/28
5 + 5 class critique


OR-2
5-min. synthesis

Week 10
10/26 
10 + 5 “


OR-3
5 to 7-min. “How to” demo
Week 15
11/30
15 + 5 “


PSA-1
2-page personal story

Week 2
9/4
10


PSA-2
2-page description of place
Week 3
9/11
10


PSA-3
2-page argument

Week 6
10/2
10


PSA-4
½-page Proposal

Week 7
10/9
  5



15-source Bibliography
Week 9
10/23
10



3-level Sentence Outline
Week 10
10/30
10



Rough Draft Conference
Week 12&13
as sch.
15



10-page Process Analysis
Week 16
12/9
15


RD-1
Assign 1 (see Sequences MS)
Week 4
9/18
10


RD-2
Assign 2 (“)


Week 5
9/25
10


RD-3
Assign 3 (“)


Week 8
10/16
10


RD-4
Synthesis (“)


Week 10
10/26
10


Q-1
Quiz (content TBA)

Week 5
9/25
10


Q-2
Ditto



Week 9
10/23
10


Q-3
Ditto



Week 14
11/23
10


Part.
In-class participation

no make-up

20







TOTAL         220

GRADING AND QUALITY SYSTEM: ESTABLISHED BY ENGLISH DEPARTMENT


 95% = A = 4 Quality Points (QP)



Superior work—The student has mastered all of the outcomes and competencies, 


both written and oral, on a consistent basis.


90% = B+ = 3.5 QP



Excellent work—The student has mastered most of the outcomes and 



competencies, both written and oral, but may exhibit some inconsistency.


86% = B  = 3 QP



Good work—The student is probably more proficient in either written or oral 


performance and needs additional work in some of the outcomes, objectives, and 


competencies.


82% = C+ = 2.5 QP



Average work—The student needs work in both written and oral performance as 


relates to outcomes and should work in those deficient areas indicated on tests and 

evaluations.


79% = C = 2 QP



Satisfactory work—The student has achieved the minimum standard in written 


and/or oral performance and outcomes, but should seek help before proceeding to 


Rhetoric II.


75% = D = 1 QP



Below Standard work—While the student may have achieved some outcomes, 


he/she must retake Rhetoric I to reach Satisfactory or above.

          Less = F = 0 QP



Failure—The student has failed to achieve or prove mastery of the outcomes, 


perhaps because all work has not been submitted, and no formal credit can be 


given by College standards.

FURTHER EXPLANATIONS:


All essays may be personal in nature, using first person (I, me), or objective with passive 
voice, using third person (he, she, the author, etc.):

PSA-l Narrative – from your personal timeline, take us from point A to point B, but don’t try to cover too much. Rather than tell us about your entire life, focus on a single event or experience. Example: What was your most embarrassing moment?

PSA-2 Description – from your drawing or memory map, paint us a word picture using the five senses. Limit the narrative aspect and focus on a small area calling on metaphor and analogies. Show us a “snapshot” in time. Example: Tell us about your favorite place in the whole world.

PSA-3 Argument – now you can take sides by laying out your assumption for the reader, stating your claim, and providing various types of evidence as support. Don’t forget to anticipate and answer objections. Example: Barack Obama should be impeached.

PSA-4 Process analysis – see separate sheet. Example: How to write a research paper.

RD Reading Discussions -  you have been assigned one of twenty-five sequences of readings (MS pp. 614-43). The written portion of your RD’s should make a point! Analyze, interpret, and/or relate personally to a text in the sequence. Don’t simply say that you liked, enjoyed, or recommend the story. Tell us why. Above all, don’t just retell the story. I’ve already read 
it, so I want to hear YOUR voice telling me why you think it has been included in our book. Let the author speak too; include quotations to support your claim. Hint: The questions at the beginning and end of each story can be VERY helpful in guiding your thinking, writing, and discussing. You will be leading (possibly with another student) an in-class discussion of a single article for each assignment within your sequence for participation points (no make-ups). RD-4 will include OR-2, a 5-minute argumentative synthesis of the texts in your sequence given in front of the class.

Specific instructions for other assignments will follow.

NOTES:
