Mount Aloysius College

EN-102 Intro to Literature

SA-1 Research on a work of fiction

Due: Thursday 7/19

General instructions: All essays in this class are to be analytical in nature. That is, you should rely heavily on terms and concepts found throughout the anthology in discussing the works. Retelling the story should be limited to no more than 25% of each paper. As with any college research paper, a thesis must be evident (usually stated clearly in both introduction and conclusion, i.e. a positive, declarative statement that answers your research question). Examples: Poe's fiction springs out of the tumultuous life he lived; or, Frost's poetry represents his attempts to analyze relationships between simple daily activities and the deeper meanings of our existence.

Evaluations will be based on several criteria, including:

· Evidence provided in support of your thesis,

· Correct use of terms and concepts found in our text,

· Proper MLA formatting (type-written), and

· Standard written English

In addition, you may include personal sentiment and illustrations, but these should be secondary to the terms and concepts in the book. In other words, I do care how you feel about a particular piece and how it affected you, but you need not include this expression.

Specific instructions: You may select any work of fiction in the anthology EXCEPT one that is discussed at length in the book or our class OR a piece of poetry. This paper should contain five pages with the following:

· A short MLA header in the upper left-hand corner of page one (CWR 373),

· Running head with page numbers,

· A creative title containing some reference to your thesis,

· A one-half page introduction with "attention-getter," thesis, and preview of essay 
(CWR 79-82),

· At least three pages of discussion (body),

· At least several parenthetical citations crediting secondary sources (CWR 350).

· At least a paragraph of conclusion with restatement of thesis, short summary, and 
memorable ending (CWR 83-84), and

· Works Cited page with three to five entries including our anthology CWR 356).

Notes & questions:
 

