Mt. Aloysius College

Intro to Linguistics – Instructions for Final Project

Larry Pearce, Instructor

You are required to propose, research, and write an 8 – 10-page* paper on a self-selected topic, approved by the instructor, dealing with linguistics. We suggest that your research question spark your curiosity, that your thesis be original, and that your investigation be creative. Our text, lectures, and class discussions may be the source(s) for your motivation. Avoid “reinventing the wheel” and “encyclopedic” discourse, i.e. simply reporting. You will have the opportunity to share your knowledge and experience with our class during the final two weeks of the term in a formal presentation. Complete the following deadlines by referring to the course syllabus:

· ________ Proposal (5 points) topic, research question, working thesis, personal rationale for the project, and generic sources including any primary research planned.

· ________ Working bibliography (5 points) perfectly formatted using MLA or APA containing at least 10 secondary sources, 5 of which are from the library’s electronic databases and have been peer reviewed.

· ________ Rough draft (10 points) complete, typed, and printed paper read in personal conference with instructor to include at least 5 parenthetical citations, perfectly formatted, and matching at least 5 different sources in your bibliography, 2 of which are from the library’s electronic databases and have been peer reviewed.

· ________ Final paper (20 points) revised, edited, and proofed paper following the same criteria as the rough draft and suggestions of the instructor from our conference.

· ________ Class presentation (10 points) 5-minute formal oral presentation to our class using appropriate and helpful audio-visual aids and good public speaking technique. While you do not have to cover every aspect of your research or paper, the speech should make a point similar to your thesis and be supported by the evidence and information you present. Don’t forget to cite your sources.

Using Standard Written English (SWE) and MLA or APA formatting, please observe the following minimums for the final paper:


Page 1 – Short header, title (or title page, not counted) and introduction (get 



reader’s attention, state thesis, and preview paper)


Page 2-7 – Body, discussion, support, evidence, etc. and conclusion (restate 



thesis, summarize, and include memorable ending)


Page 8 – Bibliography in perfected, alphabetized format 

Your final paper will be evaluated much the same as shorter papers in our class:


10% -- Creative approach – adding something to our body of knowledge


15% -- Thesis – a clear, declarative statement of your theory 


50% -- Support – convincing evidence and examples meeting academic standards


25% -- Writing – using SWE, academic register, and perfect formatting

*You may include visuals (charts, graphs, photos) or technical writing protocol (tables of content, numbering, captions) in your paper, but aside from getting credit for visual support, they cannot be counted in page totals nor will extra consideration or discredit be given.  

In giving your presentation, you may involve the audience and demonstrate a process. Please schedule (through me) and test any electronic equipment you will be using at least a week in advance (TV, video tape or DVD player, PowerPoint projector, etc.). You will be evaluated on Monroe’s “Motivated Sequence”:

· Get our attention (anecdote, rhetorical question, humor)

· Establish a need (what deficiency might your theory meet) 

· Satisfy the need (what benefit can this information provide the audience)

· Visualize the satisfying of the need (paint word pictures, provide “name & face”)

· Ask for the sale (challenge us, invite us to “make a difference”)

QUESTIONS/NOTES:

