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MOUNT ALOYSIUS COLLEGE

INTRODUCTION TO LINGUISTICS

Syllabus—Spring 2008

Larry Pearce, Instructor

Office: Main faculty wing (see secretary)
Phone: College 886-4131 (leave message)

Hours: Before and after class or by appt.
Home: 814-629-5272 (ans. Machine)

E-mail: PEARCE@ATLANTICBB.NET
Homepage: WWW.GEOCITIES.COM/PEARCE2002  “Teaching at the Mount”

EN-355    3 credits lecture
DESCRIPTION:


An elective designed for those who will be teaching and communicating 
extensively in their careers, with the prerequisites of Rhetoric I and II but of 
special interest to English majors, this course involves the systematic study of 
language in general and the English language in particular. Providing additional 
context for earlier studies in Rhetoric and Literature, it offers excellent 
preparation for graduate studies in the humanities and arts. Moving from theory to 
application, the semester will include morphology, syntax, semantics, and 
phonetics. Students will be required to research and report on subjects in both the 
psychological and social aspects of language, with emphasis on teaching and 
learning.

OUTCOMES/OBJECTIVES: (see also college “Core Goals & Learning Outcomes”)

I. The student will demonstrate the ability to read, interpret, and evaluate oral and print material at a level of “C” or better proficiency in both oral and written work. 

A. The student will produce personal objective critiques of theory and practice.

B. The students will listen to lectures and multimedia presentations and participate in class discussions.

II. The student will demonstrate the ability to collect, evaluate, and present library and internet research in appropriately documented written and oral forms at a level of “C” or better.

A. The student will demonstrate the ability to develop effective search strategies.

B. The student will collect, evaluate, and incorporate evidence in support of a self-selected, faculty-approved original thesis involving language as it pertains to human communication.

Expectations listed under Notes on page 4

REQUIREMENTS:

1. Text


Fromkin, Victoria, Robert Rodman, and Nina Hyams. An Introduction to 



Language. 8th ed. Boston: Thomson Wadsworth, 2007. 

2.   Up-to-date stylebook such as Lunsford’s Everyday Writer, 2005

3.   Notebook/journal to record class notes and everyday observations

4.   Assignments: (see page 4 for points; see class notes or handouts for more info)
· Short papers—Two double-spaced pages (600 words) in standard essay format (intro containing thesis, supporting body, and summary) discussing a concept or theory presented in class and/or in the required reading for that time period. Cite your sources in the text, and a third page should contain those several sources in proper MLA or APA format.  Be prepared to highlight your paper in class. DEADLINES:  Thursdays 1/31 and 2/21.

· Group presentations—You will be given only organizational time in class and expected to prepare with your three or four assigned classmates outside of class (via e-mail, phone, and/or live meeting) a presentation in panel discussion format on a topic given by the instructor. DEADLINE: Thursday 3/6.

· Quizzes—Three short tests will be given (20 questions each) on material from class and/or the text in matching, true-false, fill in the blank, and other formats. Make-ups will be different questions given at the teacher’s discretion. DEADLINES: Thursdays 1/31, 2/21, and 4/24. 

· Final paper and presentation—Eight to ten-page paper in MLA or APA format on a current issue in the field of linguistics. Your theme and thesis, as announced in your proposal, must be approved by the instructor, then you will submit a working bibliography of ten sources (five of which should be peer reviewed). A rough draft conference is necessary before completing and presenting your research for class. DEADLINES: see separate handout.

      5.   Participation points are awarded for each class attended. In a learning 
community your attendance is mandatory, and while all missed work must 
be made-up (A missed group presentation obviously cannot be made-up), missed 
participation points may only be supplanted by extra credit, available only after 
missed work is submitted. Such opportunities will be only announced in class. 

TENTATIVE SCHEDULE:

Week
Date 
Subjects




Reading  
    Work Due
1 1/15
Introduction—What is language?

Ch. 1


--
    

Five codes, four “taxes and tics”


    

2 1/22
Major theories of the origins of language
Ch.  11 & 12

--
    

Evolution of alphabets


Video

3 1/29
Speaking and listening: oral models

Ch. 5,6&7
    Short paper

“Great leap theory”




   
    Quiz

4 2/5
Psycholinguistics: nature v. nurture

Ch. 2 & 8

--

Chomsky v. Skinner



Video

5 2/12
Grammars and syntax



Ch. 3 & 4

--

Rules and exceptions

6 2/19
Sociolinguistics: literal v. figurative

Ch. 10

    Short paper

Metaphors, similes, and analogies


   
    Quiz

7 2/26
Dialects, jargon, and slang


     “


--

Denotations and connotations


MIDTERM GRADING

8 3/4
The mother tongue—English


     “

 Group present

Origins of words and idioms

9 3/11
Doing language research


Stylebook
     Proposal

Projects and methods


NO CLASSES 3/18 & 20 – SPRING BREAK & EASTER HOLIDAY

10 3/25
Toward Standard Written English

     “

  Bibliography

How do we learn to write?




  

11 4/1
Decoding written verbal language

Ch. 9


--
 

How do we learn to read?

12 4/8
Learning second languages—ESL

Guest


--
    

Methods and opportunities

13 4/15
Personal project conferences (NO CLASS)
    --

   Rough draft

By appointments

   14
4/22
Make-up and clean-up, Summaries and reviews,

       Quiz



Final project presentations




    

15 
4/29
Final project presentations




    Final paper

    
    Presentation

ASSIGNMENTS, POINTS, & GRADING: (requirements given in class or in writing)

· Short papers—2  @ 10 =  20

· Group presentation—5

· Quizzes—3 @ 10 = 30

· Term paper

· Proposal—5

· Bibliography—5

· Rough draft—10

· Final paper—20

· Presentation—10

· Participation--15

Total—120 points

      Grade
%*
Criteria
        A

95
Effective communication using Standard English, excellent

        B+
90
Some aspect of work is substandard but overall, good

        B

86
Several aspects of work need attention, but has redeeming qualities

        C+
82
Work is considered average, but acceptable

        C

79
Serious attention is needed to student’s effort

        D

75
Much of your work must be revised, but student participated

* English and Fine Arts Department scale

BIBLIOGRAPHY: (see attached)

NOTES:

After successful completion of this course, student can be expected to:

· Understand theoretical models, experimental methods, current issues in the field, and assess scientific studies and positions

· Explain the relationships between linguistic data and language learning and teaching theories and models

· Be able to implement grammatical/linguistic theories and practices including syntax, word order, and sentence structure

· Give examples of linguistic change, including etymology and word spelling and formation

· Explain variation including dialects, codes, and registers

· Offer examples of semantic differences such as ambiguity, euphemism, connotation, and jargon 

