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I. The Law of Human Nature

A. Quarreling and Agreement of Right and Wrong

1. Quarreling means trying to show that the other person is wrong

2. Therefore, there is a set standard of what is right, a natural moral law


B. What is this law?

1. Men are ruled by laws of science (gravity) and biological laws that they cannot disobey

2. But men can choose to obey or disobey the Law of Human Nature (and we often do)

C. Objective Morality



1. Taking the human race as a whole, it is obvious that people recognize 



an objective morality

a. example: Why would people have been angered and horrifed by the Nazis’ genocide of the Jewish people if they were not going against a moral standard?

b. All societies have frowned upon selfishness



2. Most humans fail to live by this objective morality

II. Some Objections


A. Is the Law of Human Nature just Herd Instinct?

1. We do have a herd instinct that tells us to help others; but a desire to help others is different from an order to help others

2. In times of danger, we have two conflicting instincts: to save ourself and to save others

3. But there is a third instinct that suppresses the urge to flee—an instinct that urges us to help others—that instinct is the Natural Law

4. Natural Law is not an instinct because no instinct can be called “good” or “bad”—each instinct has an appropriate time and place


B. Is the Law of Human Nature a Social Convention?

1. No, because morality remains mostly the same throughout most societies

2. By judging different moralities, it is understood that there is one objective morality to compare to

III. The Reality of the Law


A. Explaining the Law

1. Natural Laws tells what objects will do, but the Law of Human Nature merely tells what humans should do
2. Morality is not based upon what is convenient

a. example: an army that accepts useful information from and rewards a traitor from the opposing army still considers his actions immoral

3. Natural Law is not always logical—a moral action is not always in someone’s best interest

IV. What Lies Behind the Law


A. Opposing Views on Creation of the Universe
1. Materialist View: The universe and all following life was created by chance

2. Religious View: Some mind has created the universe for the purpose of creating similar creatures with minds


B. Understanding ourselves and our existence

1. We can do more that observe and speculate about humans: we can understand them because we are them

2. Since it was being greater than ourselves that created us, we cannot fully understand it

3. Natural Law is the a way we can begin to understand it—it is trying to show us itself by being present as an influence (Natural Law)
Essay: “How C.S. Lewis’ Idea of The Law of Human Nature Applies To Me Here And Now”


C.S. Lewis’ idea of the Law of Human Nature applies to many situations and difficult choices I have faced in my lifetime. Lewis argues quite convincingly that all humans everywhere throughout time were aware of an objective and unchanging morality, despite arguments that morality is objective or instinctual. I have recently been in situations where I was faced with peer pressure. I declined because I felt deep inside me a truth that said it was wrong. Now, I have gone against this moral urging before—as Lewis recognizes, humans can choose to disobey the Natural Law. If one believed in subjective morality, it could be argued that in my case, the morality was subject to the group of people that I was with, and the right choice would have been to give in to peer pressure. It could also be argued that my morality and resultant choice was based on the subjective morality of my society. In that case, it would have been a subject morality because Lewis maintains that the morality of all societies throughout time is generally the same. Before I read C.S. Lewis article on The Law of Human Nature, I more or less believed in a subject morality. Though I agree with Lewis that most cultures recognize an objective morality on issues such as killing and selfishness, what can (or would) Lewis say to issues such as drugs and alcohol, issues that most teenagers today are constantly faced with? It is easy to see how those would be under a subjective morality because it arguable as to whether or not they are truly wrong—killing an innocent human being, on the other hand, is generally recognized as wrong. 
