ISPRS: Amsterdam 2000

“It isn't the burdens of today that drive men mad. It is the regrets over yesterday and the fear of tomorrow." - Robert J. Hastings

14-26 July 2000 is still more than 12 months away but Remote Sensing and Photogrammetry have focused on this event since about one year, or even longer depending or who you ask. At the last Congress in Vienna, Amsterdam was chosen in a very tough competition (with Madrid) which assured that so much was promised. The Congress planning committee know that it is a major challenge in which for every action, there is bound to be equal and opposite criticism. Of course, I have sometimes, without regrets, filled this role. Nobody wants another Mastricht on this one!

A Worldwide Economic Crisis?

Two years ago, some detractors were openly predicting a worldwide economic crisis. These fears have completely abated in Europe, Asian economies are already in recovery and the initial problems in Latin America were headed-off early. Following the excellent example of the Vienna Congress, the Congress 2000 organisation is already amassing funds which will assist people from developing countries and “young authors” to participate. The International Institute for Aerospace Survey and Earth Sciences (ITC), Enschede, is also investing substantial resources in this program with the blessing of the International Co-operation bureau in the Netherlands Foreign Ministry. While the modalities of disbursal have not been completely decided, it would seem that potentially more 300 delegates would benefit from various schemes. The ITC, a colossus in development technology, is further motivated to schedule for her 50th anniversary in the 2 days after Congress 2000. This will afford the vast ITC network of collaborators and alumni a reunion, and a look at facilities in their newly constructed building.

What will be different in Amsterdam?

Abstracts will be electronically evaluated, and the final papers are expected to be submitted on diskettes, by email, and even possibly via the Congress web site. The old hard copy system would still be available for those few people who do not have access to - or are unable to use – Internet and computerised word processing technology.

The main focus now is to ensure the implementation of a fair and efficient technical program, while also delivering an interesting event. The organisational and diplomatic resources needed are substantial. Having earlier revamped the terms of reference of the ISPRS technical commissions, the 2000 congress will have far more inter-commission sessions (~70%) featuring inter-related topics of these commissions. This will dislodge authority from Commission Presidents and working Group Chairmen in determining the configuration of these sessions, especially with the selection of the main actors. This has been a major sticking point among Congress participants for several years.

Costs have always been a major factor in choosing Congress locations. Amsterdam, not being one of the cheapest European destinations just managed to squeeze-in. The proposal to cut the congress to 8 days was persuasive, saving money for attendees and promising less fatigue. I had expected these cost savings to reflect in attendance fees, but at circa US$450 this is not so. Hostels will be used to augment the fairly expensive Hotel facilities in Amsterdam. The major savings proposed now is to give the proceedings free to delegates, albeit on CD-ROM. Making and selling proceedings was never a profitable venture, so it is conclusive here that the cost savings are mainly for the organising committee. I do not wish to deprecate the substantial benefit of having proceedings freely obtainable, plus the ease of searching and sorting which is inherent when data is digitally rendered. 

And yes, coffee will be free. Free tea will also be on offer for those of us do not want to be ‘raised from the dead’ by excessively potent Dutch coffee.

