Let me first take a few pictures of the class before I start.  SNAP SNAP SNAP.

With these pictures, I have now captured the images of you all for my Laurier Archive of pictures.  In less than three weeks, university will be over and I definitely want some pictures to remember it by when I look back years from now.  

Another interest of mine beyond shoes, DVDs, and video games is photography.  My zeal for it stems from my fathers passion in it.  My house contains stacks upon stacks of old photo albums.  Filled within each are memories of years past and present.  Only problem is that these pictures and the film they were shot on have all deteriorated since.   I don’t want any of my memories turning into a yellowish haze like that.

The solution to this dilemma, a digital camera. 
*** PPT SLIDE TO TITLE***

I encourage you all to get one as your next camera.  Film cameras simply can not provide the type of cost savings, convenience and fun a digital camera provides.  How many of you here own a digital camera already?  Excellent!  For those who you who don’t have one just yet, let me try to convince on it.  (1.22)
I remember using the conventional 35mm film cameras and having to wait months to finish off a 36 exposure roll of film, then finally sending the roll of film out to have the pictures developed.  When the prints finally arrive a week later, it turns out someone blinked or something was in the way.  In the end, the pictures just were not as memorable as I hoped.  
After trying digital cameras for the first time in high school and seeing their technology improve drastically since then, I decided to buy a digital camera right after I earned enough money.  

I bought my first digital camera in Summer of 2001, right after my very first coop paycheque.  Since then, nearly 4200 pictures have been taken with this camera.  Capturing memories from the cottage, a friends wedding, vacations, Raptors games and good times with friends.
***PPT SLIDE WITH BACK OF DIGITAL CAMERA*** 

 By far the best feature offered in a digital camera is the instant preview option.  Most digital camera’s have a liquid crystal display screen allowing you to see the picture before and after it is taken. 
If you find something you don’t like, just delete it and keep the ones you want.  With a film camera, you’re stuck with the one less picture, and possibly a poor picture when you develop your film.

*** PPT Slide to Next Screen****

With the digital camera, you take pictures quickly and easily.  You can then download them onto a computer to store, edit, print and share.  You will be able to transfer your pictures to your computer in a flash once you have installed your software.  Then you’re ready to take more pictures right away!

*** PPT Slide to Blank Screen****

Most digital cameras come with image-enhancing software. They are simple to use and you probably can fix some common mistakes, including underexposed and overexposed pictures, red-eye in flash pictures and take out unwanted objects in a scene instantly.  With conventional film camera’s, you are probably stuck with what you have.
Some of the newer digital cameras even have mpeg movie capabilities that can record up to 2 minutes of video as well.   

*** PPT***
Those of you with a flare for the artistic can further enhance your digital photos by changing its appearance by turning them into a sepia shot, giving a classic rustic appearance. 

*** PPT***

***Slide listing some of the websites***

Personally, I enjoy sharing my pictures online with family and friends around the world.  There are countless websites online who offer photo storage and sharing services.  Many of them are free, easy to use.  My personal favourite is pbase.com, which allows you to store up to 10 megs of photos even in its original form for free. 
*** PPT***

Just like everything else digital cameras also have a couple of disadvantages:

They definitely use up a lot of battery power.  While a regular camera requires a battery change maybe once every 2 years, digital camera’s go through a set of batteries about once a month.  Fortunately many of them now have a re-chargeable set that come with the camera, often times with a quick charger as well.  Just be sure to bring an extra set of batteries whenever you are using your camera.
 Critics of the digital camera are also quick to point out that the image resolution cannot match that of a conventional 35mm. This is technically true however, it is one of the few tradeoffs that have to be made.
Fortunately, as digital camera technology improves, the costs are dropping rapidly.  While shopping online recently, I saw some 2 mega pixel digital cameras starting at $150 while a 5.3 mega pixel camera selling for $600!  A mega pixel represents a million little coloured squares in each picture.  A 3 megapixel camera will be more than adequate to fulfill all of your needs, and these cost around $400.  35 mm cameras with similar features cost much more than this.

If you haven’t asked for a graduation gift yet, then this is the perfect chance for you to get a digital camera.  With our convocation ceremony coming up, I believe you will all want to get some lasting pictures with your friends from Laurier before it is all over. 

