4-30-2003

Hey Pat,

 

Just some idle thoughts I've been having about the SARS scare.

 

Did you know that sars is a variant of the corona virus?  And where did the corona virus come from?   Porcine Respiratory Corona Virus (PRCV) first appeared in pigs in Europe some ten years or more ago. It is related to but distinct from TGE virus, which is another corona virus. It is thought to spread between farms on wind and so it is extremely difficult to keep herds free from it. Infection often takes place in the sucking pig at 2 to 3 weeks of age but is not of importance. It may have an effect on lung tissue when other respiratory pathogens are present in chronic respiratory disease complexes. It is characterized by a transient cough and respiratory spread.  In other words, yet another reason not to eat pork!

 

Tim

