3-12-2003

amlawre@uark.edu wrote: 

I am about tired of hearing about lent.  I knew you would understand because it seems to originate from Catholocism, as best I can tell.  I'm tired of people talk about about what they're "giving up" just because it seems trendy to do, when they cannot tell me anything about what it means.  I hear things like, "Ash Wednesday?  Well, I don't know what the day means, I just know it denotes forty days until Easter."  No kidding.  Or "Fat Tuesday?  Well it is the day before Lent begins so its called that because you go ahead and blow out your vices before giving them up."  Silly me, I always thought Fat Tuesday had to do with Mardi Gras.  Amusing, "Well, no meat on Friday really is because the fish industry was doing poorly so the pope decided to try and boost the fish indutry by banning red meat."  I won't even comment on that one.  

Patrick:

That part is very true.  The kicker is that the particular Pope that made that ordinance had a brother-in-law and other relatives that were huge in the fish industry in that day...  This is a true story..  I will see if I can dig up some info on it..

About Lent..  You first of all must realize the importance of the Old Testament warnings in what we use as "traditions" today.  God clearly states that He does NOT want to be worshipped in the manner that pagan gods are worshipped:

(Deu 12:1 NKJV)  "These are the statutes and judgments which you shall be careful to observe in the land which the LORD God of your fathers is giving you to possess, all the days that you live on the earth.

(Deu 12:2 NKJV)  "You shall utterly destroy all the places where the nations which you shall dispossess served their gods, on the high mountains and on the hills and under every green tree.  (Does this sound like Christmas?)

(Deu 12:3 NKJV)  "And you shall destroy their altars, break their sacred pillars, and burn their wooden images with fire; you shall cut down the carved images of their gods and destroy their names from that place.

(Deu 12:4 NKJV)  "You shall not worship the LORD your God with such things.
(Deu 12:28 NKJV)  "Observe and obey all these words which I command you, that it may go well with you and your children after you forever, when you do what is good and right in the sight of the LORD your God.

(Deu 12:29 NKJV)  "When the LORD your God cuts off from before you the nations which you go to dispossess, and you displace them and dwell in their land,

(Deu 12:30 NKJV)  "take heed to yourself that you are not ensnared to follow them, after they are destroyed from before you, and that you do not inquire after their gods, saying, 'How did these nations serve their gods? I also will do likewise.'
(Deu 12:31 NKJV)  "You shall not worship the LORD your God in that way; for every abomination to the LORD which He hates they have done to their gods; for they burn even their sons and daughters in the fire to their gods.

(Deu 12:32 NKJV)  "Whatever I command you, be careful to observe it; you shall not add to it nor take away from it.

According to this passage (and others), we are commanded to NOT participate in pagan holidays such as Lent.  A Catholic that is educated about his religion (there are maybe three in the world) will tell you that Lent celebrates the forty days that Jesus fasted in the wilderness.  This holiday ends with the celebration of Easter (the goddess "Ishtar").  This is totally bogus because when Yeshua fasted the forty days in the wilderness, it was early in His ministry and had absolutely nothing to do with His death and ressurection, so tying this to His resurrection is silly.

But, we CAN tie Lent and Easter together by looking at their origins: 

Lent is actually the celebration of the Babylonian god "Tammuz."  Here is a little section from my PowerPoint presentation on the subject:

Tammuz, Babylonian god Of Vegetation 
Tammuz was an ancient nature deity worshipped in Babylonia. A god of agriculture and flocks, he personified the creative powers of spring. He was loved by the fertility goddess Ishtar, who, according to one legend was so grief-stricken at his death, that she contrived to enter the underworld to get him back. According to another legend, she killed him and later restored him to life. These legends and his festival, which took place in the early Spring, commemorating the yearly death and rebirth of vegetation, corresponded to the festivals of the Phoenician and Greek Adonis and of the Phrygian Attis. The Sumerian name of Tammuz was Dumuzi. 
 

  

(Ezek 8:11 NKJV)  And there stood before them seventy men of the elders of the house of Israel, and in their midst stood Jaazaniah the son of Shaphan. Each man had a censer in his hand, and a thick cloud of incense went up. 
(Ezek 8:12 NKJV)  Then He said to me, "Son of man, have you seen what the elders of the house of Israel do in the dark, every man in the room of his idols? For they say, 'The LORD does not see us, the LORD has forsaken the land.'" 
(Ezek 8:13 NKJV)  And He said to me, "Turn again, and you will see greater abominations that they are doing." 
(Ezek 8:14 NKJV)  So He brought me to the door of the north gate of the Lord's house; and to my dismay, women were sitting there weeping for Tammuz. 
(Ezek 8:15 NKJV)  Then He said to me, "Have you seen this, O son of man? Turn again, you will see greater abominations than these." 
 

So you can see how the worship of Tammuz is tied in to Easter (Ishtar) and it is a very ancient and pagan practice.  It is obviously warned against in the book of Ezekiel.  But what we have done is changed the names, embraced it in our religous dogma and siad "Here God, this is for you..."  But God clearly says in Deuteronomy that He is not interested....

 

Aaron:

And the best, "Well, Sundays don't count so you can do what you want."  Nevermind the fa ct that Sunday is not the real Sabath, since these people worhip Sunday as God's day, why on earth would you pick God's day as a day to give into your vices?!

Patrick:

Because "Sun" day is the day of worship of the sun god.  The sun diety takes precedence over the god of vegetation.  What good is the god of vegetation without the sun god???  Do you see where "Sun" day worship came from too?

Aaron:

I must tell you, though, it is not the Catholics that are bad about it.  I had one Catholic freind tell me straight, "We just do it as a tradition, as a family thing" in a way of saying, "I agree with you, the validity is weak."  I tell you, it is the Baptists that I know that have decided its trendy to do - they are the worst!!  

Patrick:

Yep.  It is trendy all right.  But God's Word calls these pagan practices an "abomination."

Aaron:

When I inquire about it they have the nerve to respond "Lent is not just a Catholic thing," in a condescending way as if they are more enlightened and more holy than me because they "know" about Lent.  

Patrick:

It is called "Gnosticism."  Let me know if you are interested in learning more about that also.  the term "gnostic" means "knowledge."  If you are "agnostic" ("a" means "no") that means you are saying "I have no knowledge."  Therefore, it is safe to say that agnostics are admitting they are idiots.

Gnostics claimed a special knowledge about the things of God that you are not privy to.  The book of 1 John is specifically addressing Gnosticism and the issue of whether or not we should follow all of God's commandments.  I highly recommend you reading that book with those two things in mind.

Aaron:

It aggrivates me in the worst way to hear people say "Well, I am giving up cokes for Lent," or "I am giving up burgers and fries for Lent."  I want to look at them and scream, "If you want to give up a vice because it will be better for you, and will make you healthier, that is great!!  But do not try and act like you are doing it for God, and do not dramatisize your struggle as if you are enduring great pains for The Lord !!"  

Patrick:

Heee heee heee...  I share your frustration with such foolishness.  Why don't they just slash their wrists and bleed for god?  You know, similar to the way the prophets of Baal did when they were in competition iwth Elijah...

(Hosea 6:6 NKJV)  For I desire mercy and not sacrifice, And the knowledge of God more than burnt offerings.

(1 Sam 15:22 NKJV)  Then Samuel said: "Has the LORD as great delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices, As in obeying the voice of the LORD? Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, And to heed than the fat of rams.

They would be MUCH better off dedicating time to prayer, Scripture study, and obedience to the commandments of God than to offer some kind of ridiculous pagan-like sacrifice..  Man has not changed much, have we?

Aaron:

Regardless of whether or not Lent holds merit or is just Catholic crap, I cannot believe that some people would "do" Lent with the seriousness that they would subscribe to a free trial of a magazine; they are doing something they want to do (albeit it perhaps beneificial) and they do it because it is trendy to talk about, then try and act as if they deserve some religous "credit" or some righteousness "points" for what they've done.  I understand that there is a time for fasting and meditation, but I cannot help but think of these verses:

Matthew 6:6
But you, when you pray, go into your room, and when you have shut your door, pray to your Father who is in the secret place; and your Father who sees in secret will reward you openly.

 

Luke 18

The Parable of the Pharisee and the Tax Collector
9 Also He spoke this parable to some who trusted in themselves that they were righteous, and despised others: 10"Two men went up to the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector. 11The Pharisee stood and prayed thus with himself, "God, I thank You that I am not like other men--extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even as this tax collector. 12I fast twice a week; I give tithes of all that I possess.' 13And the tax collector, standing afar off, would not so much as raise his eyes to heaven, but beat his breast, saying, "God, be merciful to me a sinner!' 14I tell you, this man went down to his house justified rather than the other; for everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, and he who humbles himself will be exalted." 
 

 

 

On another note, I was reading some phiolosophy of Saint Thomas Aquinas found his fifth proof of an existence of God to be very familar:

 

The fifth way is taken from the governance of the world. We see that things which lack intelligence, such as natural bodies, act for an end, and this is evident from their acting always, or nearly always, in the same way, so as to obtain the best result. Hence it is plain that not fortuitously, but designedly, do they achieve their end. Now whatever lacks intelligence cannot move towards an end, unless it be directed by some being endowed with knowledge and intelligence; as the arrow is shot to its mark by the archer. Therefore some intelligent being exists by whom all natural things are directed to their end; and this being we call God. 
 

This reminds me of a creation discussion we had; you were emphasizing that nothing can spontaneously arise without a pre-designed plan (DNA, computer program parameteres, etc).  Forgive me if I butchered your thesis, but  think you know what I mean.  It intrigues me that a man of limited technologies of 800 years ago could ring as true as we discuss even now.

 

Patrick:

Very good..  That is exactly correct.  Interestingly enough, if you read of the issues in Darwin's day, his opponents were not the churches.  The left-wing and non-literalist liberal churches embraced Darwin's dogma and pseudo-science with joyful glee.  But it was the scientists of the day that laughed at it and called it religious nonsense.  I believe it was noted astronomer William Herschel who called Darwin's theory "the Law of Higgeldy-Piggeldy."

 

Aaron:

Just recently, I saw a news ad for a program about "the destruction of the antibiotic through over-prescription" or something like that.  I though I vaguely remembered you telling me that that was a bunch of crap, something to do with viruses having units resistant to temperature, antibiotics, and other things.  I hope this rings familiar.  Please let me know if I'm beating down the right bush, and remind me of the facts on anti-biotics.

 

Patrick:

 

I'd be glad to.  Here it is in a nutshell:  All bacteria (Not viruses, they are different) have some degree of resistance to antibiotics.  This resistance has been described by a microbiologist friend of mine as a "switch" that they turn on.  

 

When large amounts of antibiotics are applied, all the bacteria are killed.  The exception are these "super-bugs" that have mutated from prolonged exposure to antibiotics.  (Discussed below..)

 

When some antibiotics are applied, those with a greater resistance are the only ones that survive and multiply.  

 

When very small amounts of antibiotics are introduced, ALL the bacteria have time to "turn on their switch" and they all survive.  

 

When bacteria have a prolonged exposure to small amounts of antibiotics, they have developed a total immunity to antibiotics.  We are not sure what or how this happens, but those bugs (bacteria) seem to have their "switch" turned on full blast and stuck in the "on" position.  That is the population that can now survive most any (but not necessarily all) antibiotics.  As a matter of fact, we can find this type of bacteria thriving in a container filled with antibiotic cleaner in some of the cleanest hospitals in the world..

 

While this may sound like "evolution in action," it is not at all.  First of all, there is no new information added to the bacteria.  The feature that is already encoded in their DNA is merely stuck in the "On" position and is turned on full blast.

 

This also affects the viability of the population of bugs.  They no longer have segments of the population that are resistant to other factors such as heat, sunlight, and other environmental issues.  The only place you really find these "superbugs" is in the hospitals.  They die everywhere else.  If someone catches one these superbugs and becomes ill, the advice is sometimes, "Go outside and roll around in the dirt."  Honestly...

 

Aaron:

The other day, I was considering the fact that within a year, I will need to give serious consideration to the topic of my Honors Thesis Paper.  Though I know little about the details, or restriction of subject matter, it occurred to me that perhaps I could write mine relating to Creationism, or to the idea of a young earth.  Not only would such a topic engage me, but resources would be outstanding and easily accessable.  Dunno how well that'd pan out with the guidlines or rules and its a long ways away, but it certainly got some gears turning in the ole noggin.

 

Patrick:

Let me know if I can help...

 

Aaron:

As always, I would appreciate your thoughts, at your leisure of course.

-Aaron

 

I enjoyed it.  Discussing Scriptural issues is my favorite hobby.

3-13-2003

 amlawre@uark.edu wrote: 

Could you please elaborate more upon the Easter/Lent/pagan relationship.  I understand the basis of Easter upon Ishtar, and I understand that Lent is based upon Easter.  Do you consider Lent pagan because it is based on Easter which is based on Paganism?  I understand that in any case, it is fundamentally not Bible-based, but I'm looking at what I should refer to if i wanted to say "Look, Lent is based upon paganism because...."  I think perhaps I had some trouble discerning where you were going with the Tammuz bit...though it is indeed striking that he is the god of vegetation, and during Lent you are not suppposed to eat meat (save pope-approved fish).  Thanks.

Legend has it that Tammuz died at age forty and his followers were to weep one day for each year of his life.  I showed you where some women of Israel were practicing this same thing in Ezekiel.  Lent is this very same practice.  The tie to the sun goddess is undeniable.  Let me show you some stuff from a couple of sites.  These references are good.  For instance, Hislop's book "The Two Babylons" is in our church library here (and I have a copy naturally)...

So according to Catholics, Lent is derived from the 40 days Jesus spent fasting in the wilderness, but it is admitted that the observance of Lent was unknown to the disciples and it did not find its way into the church until several centuries after the time of Christ. It should be noted that the 40 days of fasting in the wilderness preceeded the earthly ministry of Jesus, which lasted some three and a half years, and was not connected in any way to His crucifixion or the Passover.

Now from non-Catholic sources, a little more information:

"It ought to be known," said Cassianus, the monk of Marseilles, writing in the fifth century, and contrasting the primitive Church with the Church in his day, "that the observance of the forty days had no existence, so long as the perfection of that primitive Church remained inviolate."

Source: Gieseler, vol. ii. p. 42, Note. Cited in The Two Babylons by Alexander Hislop, page 104.



Many Christians had already reserved a period prior to Easter for fasting, confession, and schooling candidates for baptism on Easter Eve. But the time frame was never fixed, rules never formalized. Different groups of Christians followed different customs--some fasted for several days, others several weeks. Some observed a total fast for exactly forty days (minus the Lord's day, Sunday), a feast called Quadragesima, which would evolve into Lent.

Thus, by mid-fourth century, the duration of Lent--the word itself means "lengthening spring days," from the Indo-European langat-tin, "long"+ "day" -- became more or less fixed at forty days, less Sundays; the time frame did not become official, though, until the eighth century.

In the Western Church today, Lent begins six and a half weeks before Easter, providing forty fast days when Sundays are excluded. In the Eastern Church, however, Lent begins eight weeks before Easter, since fasting is excluded on Saturdays and Sundays. Today, too, a fast can be as slight an inconvenience as abstaining from chocolate or ice cream for the duration. A token fast.

Source: Sacred Origins of Profound Things, by Charles Panati, copyright 1996, published by the Penguin Group, page 206.



Whence, then, came this observance? The forty days abstinence of Lent was directly borrowed from the worshippers of the Babylonian goddess [Astarte / Ishtar]. Such a Lent of forty days, "in the spring of the year," is still observed by the Yezidis or Pagan Devil-worshippers of Koordistan, who have inherited it from their early masters, the Babylonians. 

Such a Lent of forty days was held in spring by the Pagan Mexicans, for thus we read in Humboldt, where he gives account of Mexican observances: "Three days after the vernal equinox .... began a solemn fast of forty days in the honour of the sun." 

Such a Lent of forty days was observed in Egypt, as may be seen on consulting Wilkinson's Egyptians.

Among the Pagans this Lent seems to have been an indispensible preliminary to the great annual festival in commemoration of the death and resurrection of Tammuz, which was celebrated by alternate weeping and rejoicing, and which, in many countries, was considerably later than the Christian festival, being observed in Palestine and Assyria in June, therefore called the "month of Tammuz;" in Egypt, about the middle of May, and in Britain, some time in April. To conciliate the Pagans to nominal Christianity, Rome, pursuing its usual policy, took measures to get the Christian and Pagan festivals amalgamated, and, by a complicated but skillful adjustment of the calendar, it was found no difficult matter, in general, to get Paganism and Christianity--now far sunk in idolatry--in this as in so many other things, to shake hands.

Originally, even in Rome, Lent, with the preceding revelries of the Carnival, was entirely unknown; and even when fasting before the Christian Pasch was held to be necessary, it was by slow steps that, in this respect, it came to conform with the ritual of Paganism. What may have been the period of fasting in the Roman Church before the sitting of the Nicene Council does not very clearly appear, but for a considerable period after that Council, we have distinct evidence that it did not exceed three weeks. The words of Socrates, writing on this very subject, about A.D. 450, are these: "Those who inhabit the princely city of Rome fast together before Easter three weeks, excepting the Saturday and Lord's day." But at last, when the worship of Astarte was rising into the ascendant, steps were taken to get the whole Chaldean Lent of six weeks, or forty days, made imperative on all within the Roman empire of the West. The way was prepared for this by a Council held at Aurelia in the tim.. 

Source: The Two Babylons, by Alexander Hislop, second American edition, 1959, published in America by Loizeaux Brothers, pages 106, 107.



Legend has it that Tammuz was killed by a wild boar when he was forty years old. Hislop points out that forty days--a day for each year Tammuz had lived on earth--were set aside to "weep for Tammuz." In olden times these forty days were observed with weeping, fasting, and self chastisement--to gain anew his favor--so he would come forth from the underworld and cause spring to begin. This observance was known not only at Babylon, but also among the Phoenicians, Egyptians, Mexicans, and, for a time, even among the Israelites.

Source: Babylon Mystery Religion, by Ralph Edward Woodrow, Copyright 1966, 1992 printing, page 139.



So the 40 days of Lent is connected with the Babylonian goddess Ashtoreth / Astarte / Ishtar (the origin of the word Easter), and the worship of Tammuz. Unlike Lent, both of these can be found in scripture:

Ezek 8:14 Then he brought me to the door of the gate of the LORD'S house which was toward the north; and, behold, there sat women weeping for Tammuz.
Ezek 8:15 Then said he unto me, Hast thou seen this, O son of man? turn thee yet again, and thou shalt see greater abominations than these.
Ezek 8:16 And he brought me into the inner court of the LORD'S house, and, behold, at the door of the temple of the LORD, between the porch and the altar, were about five and twenty men, with their backs toward the temple of the LORD, and their faces toward the east; and they worshipped the sun toward the east.

2 Ki 23:5 And he [King Josiah] put down the idolatrous priests, whom the kings of Judah had ordained to burn incense in the high places in the cities of Judah, and in the places round about Jerusalem; them also that burned incense unto Baal, to the sun, and to the moon, and to the planets, and to all the host of heaven.

2 Ki 23:11 And he [King Josiah] took away the horses that the kings of Judah had given to the sun, at the entering in of the house of the LORD, by the chamber of Nathanmelech the chamberlain, which was in the suburbs, and burned the chariots of the sun with fire.
2 Ki 23:12 And the altars that were on the top of the upper chamber of Ahaz, which the kings of Judah had made, and the altars which Manasseh had made in the two courts of the house of the LORD, did the king beat down, and brake them down from thence, and cast the dust of them into the brook Kidron.
2 Ki 23:13 And the high places that were before Jerusalem, which were on the right hand of the mount of corruption, which Solomon the king of Israel had builded for Ashtoreth the abomination of the Zidonians, and for Chemosh the abomination of the Moabites, and for Milcom the abomination of the children of Ammon, did the king defile.

Baal, Tammuz, Ashtoreth, Astarte and Ishtar are all connected with pagan sun worship. Note that Lent is a moveable observance, connected to and preceding the festival of Easter. Easter is celebrated on a day specified only by the Roman Catholic Church, and not the Bible, and is fixed based on the sun and the Spring or Vernal equinox.

 

Here is another good one:

"What was the ransom that freed you from the vain observances of ancestral traditions? You know well enough that. . . it was paid in the precious blood of Christ" (1 Peter 1:18-19 KNOX). 

Lent

        Lent is a period of 40 days' abstinence, beginning on Ash Wednesday and ending with Easter Sunday. With the acceptance of Easter came the acceptance of those celebrations associated with it. Lent was observed thousands of years before the birth of Christ. And like many other pagan holidays, Lent is, reports Dake, "derived from the Babylonian system of mysteries."[1]  
        There are reports that Humboldt found it practiced among the pagans in Mexico. Wilkinson informs us that it was a custom in ancient Egypt. Devil worshippers of Kurdistan observe it to this day, who obtained it from the same source as the Catholic Church.  
        It wasn't until 519 A.D. that Lent gained wide observance by the Church. John Cassian, a writer of that time, explains that, "As long as the perfection of the pri................. ebrate. 
        But Lent has root going back even further. Lent was originally celebrated in spring, as the word Lent is derived from an Old English word for spring. After the death of Nimrod his wife claimed that he had been reborn as Tammuz. Eventually Tammuz died, but this time he was supposedly resurrected. The feast of Tammuz was held in honor of his resurrection, and was originally celebrated in June. For forty days preceding this celebration there would be weeping in honor of the anniversary of Tammuz's resurrection. Fasting was joined with weeping for forty days prior to the festival. Lent, then, is believed to be the continuation of this custom. During the forty days certain foods were abstained from.[4]  
        God spoke to Ezekiel about this, "Turn again, and you will see greater abominations that they are doing." Then Ezekiel tell.......... last day before Lent. It is the last days of pre-fasting carnival and merry making.[5] Its spirit is clearly revealed in New Orleans. It is anything but Christian. 

Does that explain it good enough?

3-21-2003

	amlawre@uark.edu wrote: 

Could you please elaborate more upon the Easter/Lent/pagan relationship.  I understand the basis of Easter upon Ishtar, and I understand that Lent is based upon Easter.  Do you consider Lent pagan because it is based on Easter which is based on Paganism?  I understand that in any case, it is fundamentally not Bible-based, but I'm looking at what I should refer to if i wanted to say "Look, Lent is based upon paganism because...."  I think perhaps I had some trouble discerning where you were going with the Tammuz bit...though it is indeed striking that he is the god of vegetation, and during Lent you are not suppposed to eat meat (save pope-approved fish).  Thanks.

Legend has it that Tammuz died at age forty and his followers were to weep one day for each year of his life.  I showed you where some women of Israel were practicing this same thing in Ezekiel.  Lent is this very same practice.  The tie to the sun goddess is undeniable.  Let me show you some stuff from a couple of sites.  These references are good.  For instance, Hislop's book "The Two Babylons" is in our church library here (and I have a copy naturally)...

So according to Catholics, Lent is derived from the 40 days Jesus spent fasting in the wilderness, but it is admitted that the observance of Lent was unknown to the disciples and it did not find its way into the church until several centuries after the time of Christ. It should be noted that the 40 days of fasting in the wilderness preceeded the earthly ministry of Jesus, which lasted some three and a half years, and was not connected in any way to His crucifixion or the Passover.

Now from non-Catholic sources, a little more information:

"It ought to be known," said Cassianus, the monk of Marseilles, writing in the fifth century, and contrasting the primitive Church with the Church in his day, "that the observance of the forty days had no existence, so long as the perfection of that primitive Church remained inviolate."

Source: Gieseler, vol. ii. p. 42, Note. Cited in The Two Babylons by Alexander Hislop, page 104.



Many Christians had already reserved a period prior to Easter for fasting, confession, and schooling candidates for baptism on Easter Eve. But the time frame was never fixed, rules never formalized. Different groups of Christians followed different customs--some fasted for several days, others several weeks. Some observed a total fast for exactly forty days (minus the Lord's day, Sunday), a feast called Quadragesima, which would evolve into Lent.

Thus, by mid-fourth century, the duration of Lent--the word itself means "lengthening spring days," from the Indo-European langat-tin, "long"+ "day" -- became more or less fixed at forty days, less Sundays; the time frame did not become official, though, until the eighth century.

In the Western Church today, Lent begins six and a half weeks before Easter, providing forty fast days when Sundays are excluded. In the Eastern Church, however, Lent begins eight weeks before Easter, since fasting is excluded on Saturdays and Sundays. Today, too, a fast can be as slight an inconvenience as abstaining from chocolate or ice cream for the duration. A token fast.

Source: Sacred Origins of Profound Things, by Charles Panati, copyright 1996, published by the Penguin Group, page 206.



Whence, then, came this observance? The forty days abstinence of Lent was directly borrowed from the worshippers of the Babylonian goddess [Astarte / Ishtar]. Such a Lent of forty days, "in the spring of the year," is still observed by the Yezidis or Pagan Devil-worshippers of Koordistan, who have inherited it from their early masters, the Babylonians. 

Such a Lent of forty days was held in spring by the Pagan Mexicans, for thus we read in Humboldt, where he gives account of Mexican observances: "Three days after the vernal equinox .... began a solemn fast of forty days in the honour of the sun." 

Such a Lent of forty days was observed in Egypt, as may be seen on consulting Wilkinson's Egyptians.

Among the Pagans this Lent seems to have been an indispensible preliminary to the great annual festival in commemoration of the death and resurrection of Tammuz, which was celebrated by alternate weeping and rejoicing, and which, in many countries, was considerably later than the Christian festival, being observed in Palestine and Assyria in June, therefore called the "month of Tammuz;" in Egypt, about the middle of May, and in Britain, some time in April. To conciliate the Pagans to nominal Christianity, Rome, pursuing its usual policy, took measures to get the Christian and Pagan festivals amalgamated, and, by a complicated but skillful adjustment of the calendar, it was found no difficult matter, in general, to get Paganism and Christianity--now far sunk in idolatry--in this as in so many other things, to shake hands.

Originally, even in Rome, Lent, with the preceding revelries of the Carnival, was entirely unknown; and even when fasting before the Christian Pasch was held to be necessary, it was by slow steps that, in this respect, it came to conform with the ritual of Paganism. What may have been the period of fasting in the Roman Church before the sitting of the Nicene Council does not very clearly appear, but for a considerable period after that Council, we have distinct evidence that it did not exceed three weeks. The words of Socrates, writing on this very subject, about A.D. 450, are these: "Those who inhabit the princely city of Rome fast together before Easter three weeks, excepting the Saturday and Lord's day." But at last, when the worship of Astarte was rising into the ascendant, steps were taken to get the whole Chaldean Lent of six weeks, or forty days, made imperative on all within the Roman empire of the West. The way was prepared for this by a Council held at Aurelia in the tim.. 

Source: The Two Babylons, by Alexander Hislop, second American edition, 1959, published in America by Loizeaux Brothers, pages 106, 107.



Legend has it that Tammuz was killed by a wild boar when he was forty years old. Hislop points out that forty days--a day for each year Tammuz had lived on earth--were set aside to "weep for Tammuz." In olden times these forty days were observed with weeping, fasting, and self chastisement--to gain anew his favor--so he would come forth from the underworld and cause spring to begin. This observance was known not only at Babylon, but also among the Phoenicians, Egyptians, Mexicans, and, for a time, even among the Israelites.

Source: Babylon Mystery Religion, by Ralph Edward Woodrow, Copyright 1966, 1992 printing, page 139.



So the 40 days of Lent is connected with the Babylonian goddess Ashtoreth / Astarte / Ishtar (the origin of the word Easter), and the worship of Tammuz. Unlike Lent, both of these can be found in scripture:

Ezek 8:14 Then he brought me to the door of the gate of the LORD'S house which was toward the north; and, behold, there sat women weeping for Tammuz.
Ezek 8:15 Then said he unto me, Hast thou seen this, O son of man? turn thee yet again, and thou shalt see greater abominations than these.
Ezek 8:16 And he brought me into the inner court of the LORD'S house, and, behold, at the door of the temple of the LORD, between the porch and the altar, were about five and twenty men, with their backs toward the temple of the LORD, and their faces toward the east; and they worshipped the sun toward the east.
2 Ki 23:5 And he [King Josiah] put down the idolatrous priests, whom the kings of Judah had ordained to burn incense in the high places in the cities of Judah, and in the places round about Jerusalem; them also that burned incense unto Baal, to the sun, and to the moon, and to the planets, and to all the host of heaven.

2 Ki 23:11 And he [King Josiah] took away the horses that the kings of Judah had given to the sun, at the entering in of the house of the LORD, by the chamber of Nathanmelech the chamberlain, which was in the suburbs, and burned the chariots of the sun with fire.
2 Ki 23:12 And the altars that were on the top of the upper chamber of Ahaz, which the kings of Judah had made, and the altars which Manasseh had made in the two courts of the house of the LORD, did the king beat down, and brake them down from thence, and cast the dust of them into the brook Kidron.
2 Ki 23:13 And the high places that were before Jerusalem, which were on the right hand of the mount of corruption, which Solomon the king of Israel had builded for Ashtoreth the abomination of the Zidonians, and for Chemosh the abomination of the Moabites, and for Milcom the abomination of the children of Ammon, did the king defile.

Baal, Tammuz, Ashtoreth, Astarte and Ishtar are all connected with pagan sun worship. Note that Lent is a moveable observance, connected to and preceding the festival of Easter. Easter is celebrated on a day specified only by the Roman Catholic Church, and not the Bible, and is fixed based on the sun and the Spring or Vernal equinox.

 

Here is another good one:

"What was the ransom that freed you from the vain observances of ancestral traditions? You know well enough that. . . it was paid in the precious blood of Christ" (1 Peter 1:18-19 KNOX). 

Lent
        Lent is a period of 40 days' abstinence, beginning on Ash Wednesday and ending with Easter Sunday. With the acceptance of Easter came the acceptance of those celebrations associated with it. Lent was observed thousands of years before the birth of Christ. And like many other pagan holidays, Lent is, reports Dake, "derived from the Babylonian system of mysteries."[1]  
        There are reports that Humboldt found it practiced among the pagans in Mexico. Wilkinson informs us that it was a custom in ancient Egypt. Devil worshippers of Kurdistan observe it to this day, who obtained it from the same source as the Catholic Church.  
        It wasn't until 519 A.D. that Lent gained wide observance by the Church. John Cassian, a writer of that time, explains that, "As long as the perfection of the pri................. ebrate. 
        But Lent has root going back even further. Lent was originally celebrated in spring, as the word Lent is derived from an Old English word for spring. After the death of Nimrod his wife claimed that he had been reborn as Tammuz. Eventually Tammuz died, but this time he was supposedly resurrected. The feast of Tammuz was held in honor of his resurrection, and was originally celebrated in June. For forty days preceding this celebration there would be weeping in honor of the anniversary of Tammuz's resurrection. Fasting was joined with weeping for forty days prior to the festival. Lent, then, is believed to be the continuation of this custom. During the forty days certain foods were abstained from.[4]  
        God spoke to Ezekiel about this, "Turn again, and you will see greater abominations that they are doing." Then Ezekiel tell.......... last day before Lent. It is the last days of pre-fasting carnival and merry making.[5] Its spirit is clearly revealed in New Orleans. It is anything but Christian. 

Does that explain it good enough?

Patrick
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