2-8-2003

amlawre@uark.edu wrote: 

I recently got into a discussion with a friend of mine who is a great guy and we see eye to eye on nearly everything scripture save one topic, that is, baptism for salvation.  At the time, I didn't have enough ammunition to really engage him, but I was sure that you would know the right things to say.  He insists that baptism is neccesary for salvation which is contrary to what I've always been taught but I wasn't confident enough that I could key in on neccesary scripture to back up my argument.  Please lemme know your thoughts on that and some scriptural reference.

This is not an easy thing to answer. The problem does not lie with understanding Scripture so much as the way we have translated the New Testament.  The Greek term is "baptizo" and other derivitives of that word.  Every time we saw this Greek term in the original manuscripts, we transliterated it as "baptism."  We gave "baptism" just one definition as being dunked under water.  But a decent Greek lexicon will show the definition of "baptizo" to have up to 22 different meanings.  It can even mean that your hair is dyed purple!  But we always just . 

Baptism often means "to associate oneself (with Christ)."  That would clear up a lot of misconceptions if this was understood.  Let me give you an example, did Moses practice baptism?  No.  But what is meant by this passage?

(1 Cor 10:1 NKJV)  Moreover, brethren, I do not want you to be unaware that all our fathers were under the cloud, all passed through the sea,

(1 Cor 10:2 NKJV)  all were baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the sea,

(1 Cor 10:3 NKJV)  all ate the same spiritual food,

(1 Cor 10:4 NKJV)  and all drank the same spiritual drink. For they drank of that spiritual Rock that followed them, and that Rock was Christ.

(1 Cor 10:5 NKJV)  But with most of them God was not well pleased, for their bodies were scattered in the wilderness.

Baptism here means they associated themselves with Moses.  But this did not necessarily mean much because v.5 tells us that God was not pleased with most of them anyway.

So anyway, "(Mark 16:16 NKJV)  "He who believes and is baptized will be saved; but he who does not believe will be condemned.

If you believe in Messiah and associate (immerse) yourself with Him (this implies that your faith is actually visible and working), then you are saved.  But if you do not believe, then you are not saved.  Notice that it doesn't say "and if you aren't baptized, you will not be saved."

If water baptism is necessary in order to be saved, then we are saying that Jesus needs us to do our part in order for us to be saved.  That is wrong.  We do not do anything to help us achieve our salvation.  Besides, how did the thief on the cross get baptized?  He obviously was saved though...  

I think our difficulties lie with the concept of what is meant by the term "baptism."

 

Also, another question for you that I once debated with Keith Plummer is whether or not Judas Iscariot went to heaven.  Keith had some evidence that I thought was rather weak at the time and neither he nor I convinced the other, and perhaps its one of those questions that cannot be answered with certainty.  I was just curious on your take on this and what proof there was, if any, to support either side...Also, ask Aaron sometime why we call Michael Dennis "Michael Iscariot."

This one is easy.   Look at Matthew 26:24-25:

(Mat 26:24 NKJV)  "The Son of Man indeed goes just as it is written of Him, but woe to that man by whom the Son of Man is betrayed! It would have been good for that man if he had not been born."

(Mat 26:25 NKJV)  Then Judas, who was betraying Him, answered and said, "Rabbi, is it I?" He said to him, "You have said it."

And also in Mark:

(Mark 14:21 NKJV)  "The Son of Man indeed goes just as it is written of Him, but woe to that man by whom the Son of Man is betrayed! It would have been good for that man if he had never been born."

And in John, Jesus is praying for His disciples:

(John 17:12 NKJV)  "While I was with them in the world, I kept them in Your name. Those whom You gave Me I have kept; and none of them is lost except the son of perdition, that the Scripture might be fulfilled.

The fate of Judas Iscariot is not too difficult to discern....

 

I liked that article you sent me, espicially this part, 

"Besides, our celebration of Christmas or any other Christian "holy day" goes much deeper than the date on which we observe it."

and then...."It is important to note that the link between Christ and Constantine's sun god was light. For generations, Christians had been singing about Christ's appearance as the true Light, as the light of Creation and redemption."

Seems to me no matter how much you try to Jesus-ize something with symbolism crap, once pagan, always pagan.

 

Yep.  You got it.  But let's not take our word for it.  Let's see what Scripture says about taking pagan rituals and ways and trying to worship God in that manner.

(Deu 12:1 NKJV)  "These are the statutes and judgments which you shall be careful to observe in the land which the LORD God of your fathers is giving you to possess, all the days that you live on the earth.

(Deu 12:2 NKJV)  "You shall utterly destroy all the places where the nations which you shall dispossess served their gods, on the high mountains and on the hills and under every green tree.

(Deu 12:3 NKJV)  "And you shall destroy their altars, break their sacred pillars, and burn their wooden images with fire; you shall cut down the carved images of their gods and destroy their names from that place.

(Deu 12:4 NKJV)  "You shall not worship the LORD your God with such things.
 

(Deu 12:29 NKJV)  "When the LORD your God cuts off from before you the nations which you go to dispossess, and you displace them and dwell in their land,

(Deu 12:30 NKJV)  "take heed to yourself that you are not ensnared to follow them, after they are destroyed from before you, and that you do not inquire after their gods, saying, 'How did these nations serve their gods? I also will do likewise.'
(Deu 12:31 NKJV)  "You shall not worship the LORD your God in that way; for every abomination to the LORD which He hates they have done to their gods; for they burn even their sons and daughters in the fire to their gods.

(Deu 12:32 NKJV)  "Whatever I command you, be careful to observe it; you shall not add to it nor take away from it.

That really answers the question of whether or nto we should engage in christianized pagan rituals.  God is not interested in them..

 

 

 

Thanks, 

Aaron

 

