The Adam-God Theory

INTRODUCTION


During the April 1852 General Conference of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, President Brigham Young publicly announced some new, unusual concepts about God, Adam, and the creation.1 From that point until the Presidency of Joseph F. Smith, the same theme reappeared in a few sermons of President Young and other general authorities, although not in any of the teachings of the succeeding Church presidents.2 From these teachings are taken the following ideas:

1. Adam and Eve lived, died, and were resurrected on another world before living here on earth.

2. Adam and Eve are the parents of our spirits.

3. Adam, or Michael, is God the Father.

4. Adam fathered the physical body of Jesus Christ.

5. Adam is higher in authority than Jesus Christ.

6. After the fall, Adam did not die, but returned back from whence he came from.


 This is now dubbed the “Adam-God Theory.”  The anti-Mormons use these teachings as the basis for their hypothesis that the Church has strange evolving doctrines. On the other hand, Mormon “Fundamentalists” use it to pit the living prophets against the early Church leaders.  Basing themselves on nonsensical interpretations of explicit doctrinal statements made by the Prophet Joseph Smith, they often try to prove that the Adam-God Theory originated with him and was continued by President Young and others.  They then claim that the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints has fallen into apostasy by rejecting this “doctrine.”  


As an example of these teachings, the reader is referred to President Young's General Conference address of April 9, 1852. 3 

When our father Adam came into the garden of Eden, he came into it with a celestial body, and brought Eve, one of his wives, with him. He helped to make and organize this world. He is MICHAEL, the Archangel, the ANCIENT OF DAYS! about whom holy men have written and spoken—HE is our FATHER and our GOD, and the only God with whom WE have to do… .When the Virgin Mary conceived the child Jesus, the Father had begotten him in his own likeness. He was not begotten by the Holy Ghost. And who is the Father? He is the first of the human family… . Jesus, our elder brother, was begotten in the flesh by the same character that was in the Garden of Eden, and who is our Father in Heaven. (Journal of Discourses 1:50-51, hereafter JD)


 This paper shall not expound upon, or try to clarify the Adam-God teachings.  Due to the want of information, the wide variety of opinions, and the inconsistencies of the teachings, the author believes is would be foolish to try to do so.4 The purpose of this article is to show the proper context of the Adam-God Theory and to clarify any authority or importance it has in LDS theology.  By so doing, the author hopes that the inconsistencies of the positions of anti-Mormons and Mormon “Fundamentalists” will be made apparent to the sincere truth seeker.   

OFFICIAL DOCTRINE


Since the organization of the Church of Christ in 1830, there have been very few official doctrinal pronouncements.  Joseph Smith was extremely opposed to having a creed or for disciplining a person for teaching incorrect doctrine.

I stated that the most prominent difference in sentiment between the Latter-day Saints and sectarians was, that the latter were all circumscribed by some peculiar creed, which deprived its members the privilege of believing anything not contained therein, whereas the Latter-day Saints have no creed, but are ready to believe all true principles that exist, as they are made manifest from time to time. (History of the Church 5:215, hereafter HC).

I will not seek to compel any man to believe as I do, only by the force of reasoning, for truth will cut its own way. (Teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith, p. 313)

I did not like [Elder Pelatiah Brown] being called up for erring in doctrine.  It looks too much like the Methodists, and not like the Latter-day Saints.  Methodists have creeds which a man must believe or be asked out of their church.  I want the liberty of thinking and believing as I please.  It feels so good not to be trammelled.  It does not prove that a man is not a good man because he errs in doctrine.  (HC 5:340)


Due to the liberality of this position, members at all levels of the church, including general authorities, have had different opinions on some minor doctrinal issues.   Elder Bruce R. McConkie has noted:

As to official Church pronouncements on doctrinal points, they are almost nonexistent.  The Brethren made one in 1916 entitled, “The Father and the Son, A Doctrinal Exposition.”  The First Presidency made another in 1913 on the subject of evolution.... As far as official doctrinal pronouncements are concerned, about all the Brethren ever do is say here are the Standard Works, get the spirit of inspiration and figure out what the doctrines are.  Those with extensive backgrounds of study in the Church are aware that differing opinions have been expressed by various of the Brethren on certain points over the years.  This, of course, is of no great moment.  All the opinions cannot be true, but the marvel is that there are so few differences in views and that there is so great harmony on the basics of the gospel (Bruce R. McConkie Highlights from his Life & Teachings p. 334).


President Young believed it to be appropriate for a person to speculate and to teach his own belief, so long as the person does not try to promote his particular views as official doctrine.

I wish you to pay particular attention to this, and practice the principle throughout your lives.  You can teach things which you believe, but teach them as matters of your individual belief, and not as things acknowledge by this people as a Church and forming a part of their religious faith.  Every man must be responsible for his own belief, inasmuch as it cannot be substantiated by the principles and doctrines of the Church of God.  A belief in a certain principle is one thing, and to know it is true, is another  (The Teachings of President Brigham Young 3:251).



With that context, Brigham Young said that the Adam-God teachings were “my belief about that personage who is called the Ancient of Days, the Prince, and so on, but I do not tell it because that I wish it to be established in the minds of others, though to me this is as clear as the sun, it is as plain as my alphabet" (President Brigham Young's Doctrine on Deity 1:312, hereafter PBYDD).


In one of Brigham Young's most famous Adam-God talks given, he opened by saying:

I purpose to speak upon a subject that does not immediately concern yours or my welfare.  I expect in my remarks I shall allude to things that you search after as being absolutely necessary for your salvation in the Kingdom of God.  It is true if you are faithful, and diligent they are things that will be fully made known to you in due time—at the proper time, according to the will of the Lord.  But so many among us are preaching, lecturing, contemplating upon, and conversing about things away beyond our reach, sometimes I wish to gratify the people by speaking upon these subjects; for I think upon them as well as you; I meditate upon the future and the past as well as you, and I now gratify myself by gratifying the people. (PBYDD 1:273)


On another occasion he emphasized that the Adam-God teachings are “considerable of a mystery to a good many,” and that “it is no matter whether we are to consider Him[Adam] our God” (JD 4:217).  Clearly, Brigham Young was teaching his personal belief or speculation and therefore did not want it to be established in the minds of others as official or binding church doctrine.  Since the Adam-God teachings were not meant to be official church doctrine, to accept them as doctrinally correct would be unwise, at least in so far as they are contrary to the teachings of modern-day prophets.  

CONTRADICTIONS


 The Adam-God Theory contradicts the teachings of the apostles and prophets.  Not only does it contradict the statements of the scriptures, Joseph Smith, and modern-day prophets, but in many instances contradicts the teachings of those who taught it.  Consider the following statements made by President Young, especially the parts marked in italics by the author: 

I believe the Father came down in His tabernacle and begat Jesus Christ. Mr. B. believes He has no tabernacle. I believe He has a tabernacle, and begat Jesus Christ in His express image and likeness, because the Bible expressly declares it. You disbelieve it, because your priest and your mother have taught you it is not so. When your mothers first read this Scripture, it was so plain to their understandings and to their children that they understood it as an angel would, but deacon Jones must be called in to explain, and he explained it away. So I disagree with you, Mr. B., in the first point we have noticed, for you believe that God is without body and parts, while the Bible declares He has a corporeal body; that in His likeness, precisely, He created Adam (JD 1:238). 


















  I want to say to the Latter-day Saints, and to those who are not Saints, we have faith in God, and we have a reason for it. Every character who has declared himself to be God, except the one we serve, has failed and been foiled in his calculations; he has come short in his plans and been put to shame. There is no question but foul spirits have declared themselves to be deities; we have history to this effect. But they have come off in shame. But the Lord is our God and it is He whom we serve; and we say to the whole world that He is a tangible Being. We have a God with ears, eyes, nose, mouth; He can and does speak. He has arms, hands, body, legs and feet; He talks and walks; and we are formed after His likeness. The good book--the Bible, tells us what kind of a character our Heavenly Father is. In the first chapter of Genesis and the 17th verse, speaking of the Lord creating men, it reads as plain as it can read, and He created man in His own image and likeness; and if He created Adam and Eve in His own image, the whole human family are like Him (JD 13:308-309). 

The world may in vain ask the question, “Who are we?” But the Gospel tells us that we are the sons and daughters of that God whom we serve. Some say, “we are the children of Adam and Eve.” So we are, and they are the children of our Heavenly Father. We are all the children of Adam and Eve, and they and we are the offspring of Him who dwells in the heavens, the highest Intelligence that dwells anywhere that we have any knowledge of (JD 13:311).

We believe in God the Father and in Jesus Christ our elder brother. We believe that God is a person of tabernacle, possessing in an infinitely higher degree all the perfections and qualifications of his mortal children. We believe that he made Adam after his own image and likeness, as Moses testifies; and in this belief we differ from the professedly Christian world, who declare that “His center is everywhere, but his circumference is nowhere.” Their God has no body nor parts; our God possesses a body and parts, and was heard by Adam and Eve Walking in the garden in the cool of the day (JD 10:230-231).

I want to tell you, each and every one of you, that you are well acquainted with God our heavenly Father, or the great Elohiem.  You are well acquainted with Him, for these is not a soul of you but what has lived in His house and dwelt with Him year after year; and yet you are seeking to become acquainted with Him, when the fact is, you have merely forgotten what you did know... There is not a person here today but what is a son or a daughter of that Being.  In the spirit world their spirits were first begotten and brought forth, and they lived there with their parents for ages before they came here.  This, perhaps is hard for many to believe, but it is the greatest nonsense in the world not to believe it.  If you do not believe it, cease to call Him Father; and when you pray, pray to some other character. (JD 9:216)


All of these statements clearly show that Adam is not God the Father.  Heber C. Kimball, first counselor to Brigham Young in the First Presidency, not unlike President Young, contradicted the Adam-God Theory.  One notable instance is mentioned here.

We have been taught that our Father and God, from whom we sprang, called and appointed his servants to go and organize an earth, and, among the rest, he said to Adam, “You go along also and help all you can; you are going to inhabit it when it is organized, therefore go and assist in the good work.” It reads in the Scriptures that the Lord did it, but the true rendering is, that the Almighty sent Jehovah and Michael to do the work... Father Adam was instructed to multiply and replenish the earth, to make it beautiful and glorious, to make it, in short, like unto the garden from which the seeds were brought to plant the garden of Eden... God the Father made Adam the Lord of this creation in the beginning...  (JD 10:235). 5

There can be no doubt as to the meaning of these teachings, due to their clarity and breadth in explaining who Adam is and what his relationship is to God.


JOSEPH SMITH ON ADAM


As stated before, many Mormon “Fundamentalists” have gone so far as to try to prove that the Adam-God Theory originated with Joseph Smith.  They will often quote second hand journal entries that were recorded up to 50 years after the death of the Prophet Joseph Smith to the effect of 'I head so-and-so say that he heard Joseph Smith say such and such about Adam way back in 1842.'  They will also quote a couple of contemporary anti-Mormons that seem to allude, in no clear or definite terms, to the Adam-God Theory.  In reality, there are absolutely no clear, reliable, contemporary accounts of Joseph Smith teaching the Adam-God Theory either in public or in private.  Here are some of his teachings on Adam that clearly contradict the claims of the “fundamentalists.”

The Priesthood was first given to Adam; he obtained the First Presidency, and held the keys of it from generation to generation.  He obtained it in the Creation, before the world was formed, as in Gen. I:26, 27, 28.  He had dominion given him over every living creature.  He is Michael the Archangel, spoken of in the Scriptures.  Then to Noah, who is Gabriel; he stands next in authority to Adam in the Priesthood; he was called of God to this office, and was the father of all living in his day, and to him was given the dominion.  These men held keys first on earth, and then in heaven... Daniel in his seventh chapter speaks of the Ancient of Days; he means the oldest man, our Father Adam, Michael, he will call his children together and hold a council with them to prepare them for the coming of the Son of Man.6  He is the father of the human family, and presides over the spirits of all men, and all that have had the keys must stand before him in this grand council (Daniel 7). ... The Son of Man stands before him, and there is given him glory and dominion.  Adam delivers up his stewardship to Christ, that which was delivered to him as holding the keys of the universe, but retains his standing as head of the human family.... He (Adam) is the head, and was told to multiply.  The keys were first given to him, and by him to others.  He will have to give an account of his stewardship, and they to him... .  Christ is the Great High Priest; Adam next. (HC 3:385-388)

[The Melchisedek Priesthood] is the channel through which the Almighty commenced revealing His glory at the beginning of the creation of this earth, and through which He has continued to reveal Himself to the children of men to the present time, and through which He will make known His purposes to the end of time.  

Commencing with Adam, who was the first man, who is spoken of in Daniel as being the “Ancient of Days,” or in other words, the first and oldest of all, the great, grand progenitor of whom it is said in another place he is Michael, because he was the first and father of all, not only by progeny, but the first to hold the spiritual blessings, to whom was made known the plan of ordinances for the salvation of his posterity unto the end, and to whom Christ was first revealed, and through whom Christ has been revealed from heaven, and will continue to be revealed from henceforth.  Adam holds the keys of the dispensation of the fullness of times; i.e., the dispensation of all the times have been and will be revealed through him from the beginning to Christ, and from Christ to the end of all the dispensations that are to be revealed. ...

God purposed in Himself that there should not be an eternal fullness until every dispensation should be fulfilled and gathered together in one, and that all things whatsoever, that should be gathered together in one in those dispensations unto the same fullness and eternal glory, should be in Christ Jesus; therefore He set the ordinances to be the same forever and ever, and set Adam to watch over them, to reveal them from heaven to man, or to send angels to reveal them...

These angels are under the direction of Michael or Adam, who acts under the direction of the Lord... In the beginning God called Adam by His own voice. ...Adam received commandments and instructions from God: this was the order from the beginning.  (HC 4:207-208)


These doctrines, as taught by Joseph Smith, are obvious, clear, unequivocal contradictions to the Adam-God Theory. 7
OFFICIAL DOCTRINE  


The previously quoted teachings of Joseph Smith, Brigham Young, and Heber C. Kimball are in perfect harmony with official LDS doctrine as contained in the Holy Scriptures and the official proclamations of the First Presidency. 


On July 1, 1866, Joseph F. Smith was ordained an apostle under the hands of President Brigham Young.  He had over ten years to serve personally and intimately with President Young as an apostle, and was well acquainted with his teachings.  After President Young died in 1877,  Joseph F. Smith served as a counselor to President John Taylor, then to President Wilford Woodruff, and lastly to President Lorenzo Snow.  With President Snow's passing, he was ordained President of the Church on October 17, 1901.  In 1909, President Smith, together with his counselors in the First Presidency, issued an official doctrinal exposition that strikes hard at the roots of the Adam-God Theory. 

Adam, our first progenitor, “the first man,” was, like Christ, a preexistent spirit, and like Christ he took upon him an appropriate body, the body of a man, and so became a “living soul.”  The doctrine of the preexistence—revealed so plainly, particularly in latter days—pours a wonderful flood of light upon the otherwise mysterious problem of man's origin.  It shows that man, as a spirit, was begotten and born of heavenly parents and reared to maturity in the eternal mansions of the Father, prior to coming upon the earth in a temporal body to undergo an experience in mortality.  It teaches that all men existed in the spirit before any man existed in the flesh and that all who have inhabited the earth since Adam have taken bodies and become souls in like manner. 

(Joseph F. Smith, John R. Winder, and Anthon H. Lund. Man: His Origin and Destiny, 1909)


As mentioned before, there are very few official doctrinal pronouncements in the Church.  This is one of them.  This document is important because it defines Adam's preexistent state. He was not a resurrected, glorified man when he came to the Garden of Eden, but "was, like Christ, a preexistent spirit."  It teaches “all who have inhabited the earth since Adam have taken bodies and become souls in like manner.”  In the very general sense, there is no difference in Adam's preexistent state and that of all mankind who have descended from him.  Man: His Origin and Destiny is extremely important because it is an official proclamation that contradicts the Adam-God Theory.   Previous to this pronouncement, one could believe or teach their personal speculations about Adam's preexistent state without teaching anything contrary to the revealed word of the Lord.  On the other hand, once it was published, it became binding upon the Church as the mind and will of the Lord.  To preach something contrary thereto would be to purposefully reject the official doctrinal stance of the Church.  To accept speculative teachings of one man over any official doctrinal pronouncement of the First Presidency would be ludicrous and nonsensical.


On another occasion, President Joseph F. Smith had a vision of the redemption of the dead, as recorded in the Doctrine and Covenants section 138. In this vision, he saw "the faithful spirits of the prophets" who had died before Christ and were awaiting their resurrection. He said, "among the great and mighty ones who were assembled in this vast congregation of the righteous were Father Adam, the Ancient of Days and father of all, and our glorious Mother Eve..."  He then said "all these and many more. . .mingled in the vast assembly and waited for their deliverance, for the dead had looked upon the long absence of their spirits from their bodies as a bondage." (D&C 138:36,38-39,49-50) 


Due to the guidance and revelation of the Lord through his prophet, Joseph F. Smith, the preexistent and post-mortal position of Adam was set forth in great clarity to the permanent demise of the Adam-God Theory.

THE CREATION OF ADAM


One important doctrine taught in the Church that blatantly contradicts the Adam-God Theory has to do with the manner in which Adam was created.  Joseph Smith, Brigham Young, Parley P. Pratt, George Q. Cannon, Joseph F. Smith, Joseph Fielding Smith, Bruce R. McConkie, and numerous general authorities have taught this doctrine.  Joseph Smith once asked rhetorically, “Where was there ever a son without a father? … Wherever did a tree or anything spring into existence without a progenitor? And everything comes in this way” (HC 6:476).  Adam had to have a physical Father.  The prophets and apostles have told us, both in scripture and over the pulpit, who Adam's Father is. Brigham Young taught that Heavenly Father is the father of the physical body of Adam.  

Listen, ye Latter-day Saints! Supposing that Adam was formed actually out of clay, out of the same kind of material from which bricks are formed; that with this matter God made the pattern of a man, and breathed into it the breath of life, and left it there, in that state of supposed perfection, he would have been an adobe to this day. He would not have known anything. Some of you may doubt the truth of what I now say, and argue that the Lord could teach him. This is a mistake. The Lord could not have taught him in any other way than in the way in which He did teach him. You believe Adam was made of the dust of this earth. This I do not believe, though it is supposed that it is so written in the Bible; but it is not to my understanding. …I do not believe that portion of the Bible as the Christian world do. What is the reason I do not? Because I have come to understanding, and banished from my mind all the baby stories my mother taught me when I was a child (JD 2:6).

Man is the offspring of God. Who can fully realize this? Our Heavenly Father orders all things that pertain to this earth and to multitudes of worlds of which we are ignorant. We are as much the children of this great Being as we are the children of our mortal progenitors. We are flesh of His flesh, bone of His bone, and the same fluid that circulates in our bodies. . . As the seeds of grains, vegetables and fruits produce their kind, so man is in the image of God (JD 9:283).


The scriptures say that Adam was the son of God.  “And this is the genealogy of the sons of Adam, who was the son of God, with whom God, himself, conversed” (Moses 6:22). Giving the physical genealogy of Christ, Luke recorded that “Enos. . . was the son of Seth, which was the son of Adam, which was the son of God” (Luke 3:38).   “And the Lord God formed man of the dust of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living soul” (Genesis 2:7).  The Lord gave an insight to the creation in his teachings to Adam.  He told Adam that he should teach his children, “Ye were born into the world by water, and blood, and the spirit, which I have made, and so became of dust a living soul” (Moses 6:59).  The Lord taught that man is made of the dust of the earth, and this happens through the regular means of procreation.   Plants come from the ground, and animals consume them.  Then men consume both the plants and animals.  This process makes man out of the dust of the ground.  Adam was created in the same manner as all mankind.  Since all mankind is made up of the dust of the earth, when a man dies,  “then shall the dust return to the earth as it was: and the spirit shall return unto God who gave it” (Ecclesiastes 12:7).

 When Eve was given to Adam, he made the following profound statement: “Therefore shall a man leave his father and his mother, and shall cleave unto his wife: and they shall be one flesh” (Genesis 2:25). Adam knew about mothers and fathers, and families even before he was married.  It may be questioned as to how Adam knew of mothers, fathers, and children if he himself was not part of a family prior to his marriage to Eve. 


Thus Adam was a physical son of God the Father.  Adam's children were the grandchildren of Heavenly Father. Their children were His great-grandchildren, and so on.  It was this concept that Brigham Young had in mind when he said:

How has it transpired that theological truth is thus so widely disseminated? It is because God was once known on the earth among his children of mankind, as we know one another. Adam was as conversant with his Father who placed him upon this earth as we are conversant with our earthly parents. The Father frequently came to visit his son Adam, and talked and walked with him; and the children of Adam were more or less acquainted with their Grandfather, and their children were more or less acquainted with their Great-Grandfather; and the things that pertain to God and to heaven were as familiar among mankind, in the first ages of their existence on the earth, as these mountains are to our mountain boys... (JD 9:148). 



This doctrine has continued to be taught in the Church by prophets and apostles since the days of Brigham Young.  Parely P. Pratt wrote: 

Man moulded from the earth, as a brick!

Woman, manufactured from a rib!

Thus, parents still would fain conceal from budding manhood the mysteries of procreation, or the sources of life's ever-flowing river, by relating some childish tale of new born life, engendered in the hollow trunk of some old tree, or springing with spontaneous growth like mushrooms from out of the heaps of rubbish. O man! When wilt thou cease to be a child of knowledge? (Key to Theology, p. 56)

It even appeared in Church published literature.

Man has descended from God: In fact, he is of the same race as the Gods. His descent has not been from a lower form of life; in other words, man is, in the most literal sense, a child of God. This is not only true of the spirit of man, but of his body also. (Priesthood Course of Study, 1910; subject: "The Creation of Man")


President Joseph Fielding Smith said, “The first man placed upon the earth was a perfect being, a son of God.” (Doctrines of Salvation 1:90) Elder Bruce R. McConkie wrote, “This statement [i.e. Luke 3:38: “Adam…was the son of God.”] found also in Moses 6:22, has a deep and profound significance and also means what it says…Jesus, on the other hand, was the Only Begotten in the flesh, meaning into a world of mortality where death already reigned.” (Doctrinal New Testament Commentary 1:95) Elder McConkie again:

Father Adam, the first man, is also a son of God (Luke 3:38; Moses 6:22, 59), a fact that does not change the great truth that Christ is the Only Begotten in the flesh, for Adam’s entrance into this world was in immortality. He came here before death had its beginning, with its consequent mortal or flesh-status of existence. (Mormon Doctrine, p. 742)


This doctrine is also alluded to in the LDS Bible Dictionary.

Although God created all things and is the ruler of the universe, being omnipotent, omniscient, and omnipresent (through his Spirit), mankind has a special relationship to him that differentiates man from all other created things: man is literally God's offspring, made in his image, whereas all other things are but the work of his hands. (Bible Dictionary, pp. 681-682)


As an interesting side note, this doctrine concerning the creation of Adam and Eve is not taught in modern “mainstream” Christianity.  However, some of the the Early Church Fathers may have alluded to this doctrine.  This could be considered evidence for the restoration of the gospel through modern day apostles and prophets, particularly Joseph Smith.  


Theophilus (c. 180 AD):

Because he was still an infant in age, Adam was not yet able to receive knowledge worthily.  For even nowadays, too, when a child is born, he is not at once able to eat bread… . It would have been the same with Adam… . [God] wished man, infant as he was, to remain simple and sincere for a while longer (A Dictionary of Early Christian Beliefs, p. 5, hereafter DECB).



Irenaeus (c. 180 AD) said that “It was possible for God to have made man perfect from the beginning, However, man could not receive such perfection, being as yet an infant” (DECB p. 6).  The author believes that the doctrine of the creation and birth of Adam and Eve is a precious, ancient, eternal truth that has been restored in these latter days.

TRUE DOCTRINE AND CONCLUSION  


From all of the inspired teachings above, is has become clear that,


1. "Elohim" is a name-title for our Father in Heaven.

2. Previous to Adam's creation, he was a preexistent spirit named Michael. 

3. Christ is the Great High priest, Adam next.  

4. Gabriel, or Noah, is next in authority to Adam, or Michael.  

5. Adam holds the keys of the First Presidency over the earth, under the direction of Jesus Christ.

6. Adam holds the keys of revealing the gospel and its ordinances to the earth.

7. The angels are under the direction of Adam, who is under the direction of the Lord.

8. "Our Father and our God" sent Michael to help in the creation of the world.

9.  Heavenly Father created Adam and Eve in his image, and talked and walked with Adam in the Garden of Eden.

10. God the Father made Adam lord over all the earth (see Genesis 1:28).

11. We are the physical descendants of Adam and Eve, and they are the physical children of our  

      Heavenly Parents.

12. Adam and Eve physically died and had awaited Christ's resurrection to be resurrected. 

These doctrines cannot be reconciled with the so-called Adam-God theory.  The Bible teaches, “no…scripture is of any private interpretation” (1 Peter 1:20).  The Lord has called apostles and prophets to teach correct doctrine so “that we henceforth be no more children, tossed to and fro, and carried about with every wind of doctrine” (Ephesians 4:14).  It is they who explain correct principles and doctrines as they are contained in the Holy Scriptures.  Modern apostles and prophets have taught the correct nature and character of God, Adam, Eve, and the creation.   For over a hundred years, apostles and prophets have warned against the false concepts of the Adam-God Theory: 

What is called the Adam-God doctrine may properly be classed among the mysteries. The full truth concerning it has not been revealed to us; and until it is revealed, all wild speculations, sweeping assertions and dogmatic declarations relative thereto, are out of place and improper. We disapprove of them and especially the public expression of such views. (Joseph F. Smith Personal Letterbook, pp. 26-27)

But not every word that a man who is a prophet speaks is a prophetic utterance. Joseph Smith taught that a prophet is not always a prophet, only when he is acting as such (TPJS p. 278). Men who wear the prophetic mantle are still men; they have their own views; and their understanding of gospel truths is dependent upon the study and inspiration that is theirs. 

Some prophets—I say it respectfully—know more and have greater inspiration than others. Thus, if Brigham Young, who was one of the greatest of the prophets, said something about Adam which is out of harmony with what is in the book of Moses and in section 78, it is the scripture that prevails. This is one of the reasons we call our scriptures the standard works. They are the standards of judgment and the measuring rod against which all doctrines and views are weighed, and it does not make one particle of difference whose views are involved. The scriptures always take precedence (Sermons and Writings of Bruce R. McConkie p. 231, hereafter SWBRM).

You talk about teaching false doctrine and being damned. Here is a list of false doctrines that if anyone teaches he will be damned. And there is not one of these that I have ever known to be taught in the church, but I am giving you the list for a perspective because of what will follow. Teach that God is a Spirit, the sectarian trinity. Teach that salvation comes by grace alone, without works. Teach original guilt, or birth sin, as they express it. Teach infant baptism. Teach predestination. Teach that revelation and gifts and miracles have ceased. Teach the Adam-God theory (that does apply in the Church). Teach that we should practice plural marriage today. Now, any of those are doctrines that damn (SWBRM p. 337).

There are those who believe, or say they believe, that Adam is our father and our God, that he is the father of our spirits and our bodies, and that he is the one we worship. The devil keeps this heresy alive as a means of obtaining converts to cultism. It is contrary to the whole plan of salvation set forth in the scriptures. Anyone who has read the Book of Moses and anyone who has received the temple endowment and who yet believes the Adam-God theory does not deserve to be saved. Those ensnared by it reject the living prophet and close their ears to the apostles of their day. “We will follow those who went before,” they say. And having so determined they are soon ready to enter polygamous relationships which destroy their souls. We worship the Father in the name of the Son by the power of the Holy Ghost, and Adam is their foremost servant by whom the peopling of our planet commenced (Elder Bruce R. McConkie. “Seven Deadly Heresies:” June 1, 1981).

We warn you against the dissemination of doctrines which are not according to the scriptures and which are alleged to have been taught by some General Authorities of past generations, such, for instance is the Adam-God theory. We denounce that theory and hope that everyone will be cautioned against this and other kinds of false doctrine (President Spencer W. Kimball. Church News: 10/9/76).


Over a century ago, Elder Francis M. Lyman gave us the key for determining false doctrine.  When applied to all of the doubt, uncertainty, and questioning associated with the Adam-God Theory, it is clear where the spiritually enlightened stand.

Whenever a false doctrine is presented to the Latter-day Saints, I will tell you one way by which you may know its falsity: it produces in the heart of every Saint, a question. There is uncertainty; there is something that disturbs the spirit of every Latter-day Saint. If they read an erroneous doctrine in the public prints; if they hear it in a discourse; if it is spoken to them in private, it does not seem to settle in their hearts as though it were a part of the plan of salvation; but it produces questioning, uncertainty, doubt and misgiving (Collected Discourses 1:266, hereafter CD).


Mrs. Martha H. Tingy, President of the Y. L. M. I. A. once asked the First Presidency (Joseph F. Smith, Anthon H. Lund, Charles W. Penrose) concerning the Adam-God Theory.  They responded by writing:

DEAR SISTER: The First Presidency have nothing to advance concerning the pre-existing states but that which is contained in the revelations to the Church. The written standards of scripture show that all people who come to this earth and are born in mortality had a pre-existent, spiritual personality as the sons or daughters of the Eternal Father (See Pearl of Great Price, Chap. 3, verses 5-7)  Jesus Christ was the Firstborn.  A spirit born of God is an immortal being.  When the body dies the spirit does not die.  In the resurrected state the body will be immortal as well as the spirit.  Speculations as to the career of Adam before he came to the earth are of no real value.  We learn by revelation that he was Michael, the Archangel, and that he stands at the head of his posterity on earth (Doctrine and Covenants, Sec. 107:53-56.)  Dogmatic assertions do not take the place of revelation, and we should be satisfied with that which is accepted as doctrine, and not discuss matters that, after all disputes, are merely matters of theory.  (Gospel Doctrine, p. 12).


In closing, the words of President Woodruff should be considered by those who may struggle with the Adam-God teachings.

How much longer I shall talk to this people I do not know; but I want to say this to all Israel: Cease troubling yourselves about God is; who Adam is, who Christ is, who Jehovah is.  For heaven's sake, let these things alone!  Why trouble yourselves about these things?  God has revealed Himself, and when the 121st section of the Doctrine and Covenants is fulfilled, whether there be one God, or many gods they will be revealed to the children of men, as well as all thrones and dominions, principalities and powers.  Then why trouble yourselves about these things?  God is God.  Christ is Christ.  The Holy Ghost is the Holy Ghost.  That should be enough for you and me to know.  If we want to know anymore, wait till we get where God is in person.  I say this because we are troubled every little while with inquires from Elders anxious to know who God is, who Christ is, and who Adam is.  I say to the Elders of Israel, stop this (CD 4:292).  


The teachings of the apostles and prophets are clear.   Adam, who was mighty Michael, the great Archangel, was a preexistent spirit entity.  He obtained a physical body, and with Eve, fell that men might be, and Christ the Lord God Omnipotent, the Great High Priest, came to redeem fallen man (2 Nephi 2:25-26).  

1Some have suggested that Brigham Young taught these concepts previously.  While it may be admitted that some of his previous teachings may have alluded to it, this view is subject to opinion and interpretation.  After having carefully reviewed all of these teachings, the author believes that this cannot be substantiated. 





2There are no records anywhere of Presidents John Taylor, Wilford Woodruff, Lorenzo Snow, or Joseph F. Smith,  teaching the Adam-God Theory at any point.  While some general authorities publicly taught the Adam-God Theory after Brigham Young, it was not a common occurrence.  As for Brigham Young's teachings; he has over  800 recorded sermons alone.  Out of all of his recorded sermons, there are no more than half a dozen explicate references to the Adam-God Theory and perhaps another half dozen less-explicate/disputed references.  The Adam-God sermons are, comparatively speaking, very few and far between.  This is likewise true of the other general authorities.





3For a compilation of these teachings, the reader is referred to The Position of Adam in Latter-day Saints Scripture and Theology, Master Thesis of Rodney Turner. August 1953.  (http://www.geocities.com/drewm777/RodneyTurnerThesis.pdf)





4With regards to the teachings, Brigham Young himself said, " a great deal more remains to be told." (JD 1:51)  Some who have investigated the teachings extensively, believe they can be reconciled and explained.  However, there are as many interpretations of the teachings as there are investigators. For some examples of the explanations given, the reader is referred to Adam-God: Thoughts and Reconciliations, Nathan Oman. (http://www.aliveonline.com/ldspapers/AdamGod.pdf)





5This is not, by any means, a comprehensive list of all the teachings of Brigham Young and Heber C. Kimball that contradict the Adam-God Theory. 





6This particular sentence is of high importance, because it clearly shows it shows that Adam is not God the Father.  It states that Adam would prepare the people for the coming of Jesus Christ.  The people obviously could not be prepared to hold a meeting with God the Father if they were not yet prepared for the presence of Jesus Christ, the Son.  Obviously, Adam is lesser in might and glory than Christ, and Christ is equal to the Father.  Orson Pratt delivered a discourse in the presence of the Prophet Joseph Smith in which he analyzed this statement and reached the same conclusion.  He said, without being corrected by Joseph Smith, the following: 





	"But who is this Ancient of Days that is to act in this glorious and conspicuous part in the grand councils of the last days, and finally deliver up the kingdom organized and prepared, into the hands of the Great King?  It cannot be the Son of God, for he afterwards comes to the Ancient of Days.  It cannot be the Father, for if the Saints were prepared to meet the Father and sit in council with him, they would also be prepared to meet the Son, for the glory of the Father is equal to that of the Son. . . . The Ancient of Days then is ADAM--the great progenitor of the human race." (Times and Seasons IV: May 15, 1843)





7 Even though these statements are so very clear, Mormon "Fundamentalists" continue quote portions of these teachings out of context as support for their allegations that the Adam-God Theory originated with Joseph Smith.  In the process, they often redefine terminology, such as "the Lord" or "the Father" in order to make it fit, very awkwardly, into their preconceived teachings. 
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