..::[background information]::..

MDMA is a synthetic, psychoactive drug with both stimulant (amphetamine-like) and hallucinogenic (LSD-like) properties. Street names for MDMA include Ecstasy, Adam, XTC, hug, beans, and love drug. Its chemical structure (3-4 methylenedioxymethamphetamine, "MDMA") is similar to methamphetamine, methylenedioxyamphetamine (MDA), and mescaline - other synthetic drugs known to cause brain damage.

..::[ways to take the drug]::..

MDMA is usually taken orally in pill form, but snorting has been reported in Atlanta and Chicago, as has injecting in Atlanta, and anal suppository use in Chicago.

..::[withdrawal]::..

Withdrawal from ecstasy can cause irritability, sleep problems, depression, and an inability to experience any form of pleasure.

..::[chemical makeup of the drug]::..

MDA, an analog of MDMA, was first synthesized in 1917 by the Merck

chemical company as an appetite suppressant.  Because of the "adverse" mental

effects of the drug, it was not marketed and the patent expired.  MDA

resurfaced as a recreational drug in the late sixties, and in the early

seventies MDMA began to appear.

..::[what it does in your head]::..

The sensory distortion of MDMA can make sensual activities very enjoyable. 

Touching can become such an intensely pleasurable sensation that close personal

contact (sexual or otherwise) can be very fun, especially when coupled with

MDMA's empathogenic effects.  Hugging someone and running your hands over them

are such a common thing to see people on MDMA doing that it is known to some as

the 'Hug Drug'.  Eating and drinking, smelling flowers and even going to the

bathroom (!) can become very entertaining on MDMA.

..::[consequences]::..

NEGATIVE

+-+-+-+-+-+-+-+-

The physical effects of MDMA are pretty much the same as the physical

effects of amphetamines (that is, general potentiation of the nervous system). 

These include euphoria, hyperexcitability, extreme nervousness, accelerated

heartbeat, sweating, dizziness, restlessness, insomnia, tooth grinding,

incessant talking, and other effects.  Paradoxically, the effects may be

experience simultaneously with a feeling of relaxation cause by the mental

effects.

POSITIVE (for some people)

+-+-+-+-+-+-+-+-+-+-+-+-+-+-+-+

Entactogenesis (meaning "touching within")

     This is a generalized feeling that all is right and good with the world. 

     People on MDMA often describe feeling "at peace" or experiencing a    

     generalized "happy" feeling.  Also, common everyday things may seem to be

     abnormally beautiful or interesting.

Empathogenesis 

     Empathogenesis is a feeling of emotional closeness to others coupled with

     a breakdown of personal communication barriers.  People on MDMA report

     feeling much more at ease talking to others and that any hangups that one

     may have with regard to "opening up" to others may be reduced or even

     eliminated entirely.  This effect is partially responsible for MDMA being

     labeled as a "hug drug" - the increased emotional closeness makes personal

     contact very rewarding.

..::[how to make it]::..

//i found this thought it was interesting

Safrole, an allyl benzene, occurs naturally in oil of sassafras, about 70%. Can

be extracted with simple distillation. It is converted to isosafrole (a

propenyl benzene) by adding equal weight of KOH flakes and absolute ethanol and

heating on steam bath or refluxing for 24 hours; dried and evaporated in vacuum

or added with two time its volume in water and extracted with ether or

methylene chloride and dried, evaporated in vacuum.  Hexane is used for

recrystalization.

This formula is exemplified for MDA (3,4-Methylenedioxy-phenylisopropylamine);

substituting N-methyl formamide results in MDMA or N-methyl MDA (Ecstacy).

To a cooled mixture of 34 g 30% H2O2 and 150 g formic acid, add dropwise a

solution of 32.4 g (0.2M) isosafrole in 120 ml acetone, (keep temperature below

30 degrees).  

Let stand twelve hours and evacuate in vacuum.  Add 60 ml methanol and 360 g

15% sulfuric acid to the residue and heat on a water bath three hours.  Cool,

extract with ether or benzene and evaporate in vacuum the extract to give 20 g

3,4,-methylenedioxybenzylmethyl ketone.

Add 23 g of above ketone to 65 g formamide and heat at 190 degrees for five

hours.  Cool, add 100 ml H2o, extract with benzene and evaporate in vacuum the

extract.  Add 8 ml methanol and 75 ml 15% HCL to residue, heat on water bath

two hours and evaporate in vacuum (or basify with KOH and extract the oil with

benzene and dry, evaporate in vacuum) to get 11.7 g MDA.

The above occurs as a yellowish brown oil;  this is active orally, but somewhat

inconvenient; to convert to powder (salt) form, reflux in Hydrochloric acid and

evaporate.

