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From the beginning of the play, Lady Macbeth has stuck by the side of her husband Macbeth. Throughout the story she tired to her fullest extent to do whatever she could so her husband could be King. Lady Macbeth, through her obvious traits, seems to me to be the most interesting character of this Shakespearean epic. 

Foremost, and probably one of the most significant traits of Lady Macbeth was her ruthlessness. While she was plotting Duncan’s murder Shakespeare made it easy for the viewers to see how she understood the wrongs she was committing. She seems to have only one opinion on murder: if it helps her to get what she wants, she is in favor of it. Also, when Macbeth tries to back out of murdering the two servants, at one point she exclaims to Macbeth:

“Infirm of purpose! Give me the daggers. The sleeping and the dead are but as pictures.”

[Act II, Scene II, Lines 52-55]

Subsequently, not just any regular, old run of the mill Queen to-be with a low intelligence could pull this off. Lady Macbeth was one of the most intelligent, and at the same time devious characters in the play. She knew how to get what she wanted, when she wanted. Ma’lady understands her husband so well that she could persuade Macbeth into doing anything, including murder. She realizes that her husband is not as ruthless as her:

“Yet do I for thy nature; It is too full o’ th’ milk of human kindness to catch the nearest way.” [Act I, Scene V, Lines 17-19]

The quote posted above in the second paragraph is also a good example of how Macbeth didn’t want to do something, murder, and his wife talked him into it.


Finally, the character trait of Lady Macbeth that sticks out in must viewers’ minds is how ambitious she is. From the beginning of the play she has wanted her husband to be King and she has showed that she will stop at nothing to get what she wants. She is a perfect example of the saying “Behind every great man is a great woman.” Except in substitution for the word great; devious, ruthless, cunning, or ambitious would be more fitting. When Macbeth asked his wife if she thought they would fail she responded:

“We fail? But screw you courage to the sticking place, and we’ll not fail.”



[Act I, Scene VII, Lines 59-61]


Unfortunately, for those who were hoping Lady Macbeth and Macbeth would become triumphant and would suceed with their sinister deeds, they did fail. Alas, Macbeth and his party didn’t make it to the end as the witches prophecized. But, at least we now live in a safe world without the likes of Lady Macbeth pillaging our villages and raping the innocent.

