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Sungai Buaya, 21 December

Some months ago, I remember overhearing an apres Bash conversation where the heated topic of complaint was something called ‘chainsuck’. Imagine my disappointment upon discovering that this was merely an arcane mechanical glitch suffered by other people, and not some devious sexual technique employed by bondage enthusiasts, (though I hasten to add that my interest was purely academic).

Of course, almost immediately after that commenced the wettest wet season ever, and the subsequent Bashes were submerged in mud. It became a familiar scenario: Pack arrives at hill and starts to ascend; Vibrator stops abruptly issuing a stream of oaths and curses; Vibrator proceeds to ‘kick start’ bike in order to free chain which is wound three times around the bottom bracket.

Here we go again I thought as I drove up to the On-On site; the combination of overnight downpour and heavy trucks had turned the site into a bog. The Bashers already arrived were walking around with dustbin lids of a peculiarly glutinous mud on their feet; it was a problem to get your feet into clipless pedals, let alone out. I considered turning round and trying to slink off, but it was too late as I’d been spotted.

A few stalwarts had contrived suitably silly fancy dress for the occasion; I particularly admired Peter Heston’s Union flag outfit and Mike “Perv” Elliott’s Mickey Mouse. Donning my Donald Duck hat, I squelched over to the pre-Bash briefing from Inspector Gadget and Eric Teo, (the usual droll misinformation). With a resigned air, everyone mounted up and slowly fish-tailed their way through the first section of quagmire after which the trail diverged from the churned-up road onto a reasonably firm track. The slight incline proceeded to string out the pack which was led by a group consisting of Joe “Caspar” Adnan, Vibrator Junior snapping at his heels, and myself wheezing along a few bike lengths behind.

At the first check I immediately volunteered to recce the one trail that didn’t involve either mud or hills and left the others to sort out the tricky ones. This proved a pleasant, if fruitless, potter; I returned to an unfolding drama whereby the more experienced Bashers were bullying the new boys into exploring the only likely ‘On’ trail which unfortunately was surfaced with mud of the most glutinous and evil kind. Finally, in exasperation, Bloomer forged into the mud and disappeared over the brow with mutterings of “pussies” “woofters”, and “nancies”. He reappeared only moments later whereupon the pack howled for him to get back up there and do the job properly, but Bloomer soon quelled this insolence by biting a couple of the kids in half as an example.

Having thereby exhausted all the other possibilities, it was decided to back track and we duly picked up the trail again which took us by the local kampong. It started to dawn on me that the trail so far was exactly the same as the previous Bash set by Eric. Consequently, breaking the next check was a cinch. The next section was flat, fast and fun, weaving around puddles which abruptly terminated in a granny gear uphill single track; I knew what was coming so I was into the appropriate gear at the bottom and deftly swerved around the heap of bodies and bikes that had formed at the very slippery transition from tarmac to slope. The smirk was wiped off my face as halfway up when chainsuck struck bigtime—after frenzied kickstarting which freed the chain but sawed the chainstay in half I was off again briefly, only to get it again. Fuming, I ran up the steep bit until the gradient was easier and I could get out off the small chain ring. Taking a running leap onto the bike, (another mistake), I ground my way up the rest of the track on the middle ring with my eyes watering.

After a few kilometres of familiar trail, Eric surprised us all with the first deviation from him old route; this new section was no doubt cunningly included to provide the necessary terrain for more chainsucking opportunities, and it did not disappoint.

Finally, the trail emerged onto the same On-In drag strip as last time, although the last section was now heavily used by trucks and therefore a megabog. Fortunately it was flat so I didn’t have to use the small ring—one more chainsuck incident would have seen the bike dumped in the river

Other than my mechanical misadventures, the Bash was pretty good; my only complaint would be that the route was too similar to the hare’s previous effort—he could at least have done it in reverse!

Vibrator

Next Bash

Elmina Estate 9.30 am Sunday 25 January

From the Federal Highway, take the road to the airport. From the roundabout at Terminal 1, take the road to T2 and T3. As you go under the footbridge at T3, set your trip meter to zero. Continue on this road past the seafood restaurants and the sharp bend at 2.1km. At 2.2km take the left turn; at 3.8km turn right at the T-junction. Continue on this road until you come to the crossroads at 5.75km. Go straight over the crossroads and continue on the minor road opposite. At 6.25km turn left down the narrow road and hopefully there will be space to park a bit further on (!).

Hares:
Richard “Vibrator” Aubry, Joe “Casper” Adnan

1998 Hareline

1 March
Peter Bloomer & Noel Brennan

29 March
Mike Elliot & Jim Lloyd

26 April
Nigel Blott & Peter Heston

24 May
Stephen Ellison & Joe Adnan

Note to those who have neither paid up subscriptions nor sent in the T-shirt order forms: this will be the last Basherama you will be receiving.
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