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Head Quarters Q'Neill's Irish American Colonies,
1439 North 12th, $te. Philadelphia, Pa.

December 8th, 1876.

Fellow Countrymens:

It is now a little over eleven years since I first joined the Femian
Brotherhood. I then believed and have had no reason to change my opinion
that there was a splendid opportunity for the Irish people in America to
strike a fatal blow at our Ancient enemy England. With'am army~of traindd
end diseipliried soldiers of our own'rAce fresh from the battlefields of ;the
late ggr not only willing but enxious %9 embark in the movement, with
thousends.of Americans.and.men .of.other pationalitios reedy to Jjoin us, with,
some..af =the -ablest senerals of ‘kmerica who had- offered -their servioes to
command, with the greater portion of -the American.people both north and south

<1, Sympathy w.th end WiTIfAg £ ETEIST NS, With “tho  govermient
disposed 40 wink at -the “foTament, WIth ‘nothing but an imaginary line between
us:and.that. hated red flag which represents .the English Govornment, T con-
fidentinlly believed Hiat ¥ne oF £’ host opportunifies sver preserted to an
_ggg;esﬁed-people to ‘atrike for their freedom had:been placed within our

&oach., But unfortunately for Ireland the ancient curse of our race, disunion,

" which it hﬁs ever been the policy of England to encourage, followed us across

tha Atlantic, and the opportunity which should have found us orgenized, united
and determined upon a common platform found us quarrelling emongst ourselves
and fritting away our strength on non-essentials until the opportunity had

passede While a fragment of the Irish race were willing to risk their lives

in striking a blow for the old land the great buik of our people were not
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ready, end some of them I fear will nev

or be r
ally enough but when it comes to practical work thay'prefer to talk a littls
mora. The first attempt upon Canad;a in 1866 failed because ‘the Irish
psople in Americe were not raady or willing to take advantare of the splendid
opportunity which then presented itself.

After the feilure of the first movement some of those who had been
engaged in it were willing to abandon the cause and thereby virtually
acknowledgze that they were whipped. Such men should neve: have smbarked in
s revolutionary movement or induced others to do so. They are not made of
the stuff out of which patriots are moulded. lHeneoiriTrr e BenE T T T ew »
York sor wny. phher oity TH ES United States O St Patrivi!ederyweld-ouit
them.suoch betier .w‘mW'mwmmy and~drawing
the.-corks of chempaign bottles-at Steatrickla-nightmeuppars.would he,more
congenial work thaf~d¥airlHE the"fire of the redwcoatsmon<the battle- fields
There were others, however, who believed in making another effort,- men who

were not willing to acknowledge defeat the who thought that the cause Tor
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our forefathers) was worthy of greater sacrifices than anmy of us had yet mede.
(4nd here let me say that although we professed to be following in the foot-
steps of the patriots who had gove beforeus,yet our saerifices end sufferings
were but very little indeod when compared with theirs.) I was one of those
who belie{red in making enother effort and under the most solemn pledges ard

assurances of assistance and coopsration wWeamwedind A kO aooeTE iy "PYE T TIEH Y
Sl P R T R T ™ AN A h R i@ L 1Y i~ ¥ e & and~aehalf-witrothers T 70 rked
incessantly night end day to prepare for e second attempts Finally i;he time
arrived when I wes satisfied that fmr errangements were as complete as we

could expect to moke them and at the same time keep up the moraleof the

orpanization, for efter verious disappointments the members, vaerticularly the




military men, were becoming impatient. Demoralization begen to set i
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was convinced that the longer we wanited the wealer we woulc become and the
better prepared the Enemy would be to meet use I therefore insisted upon
carrying out the pledgés which we had repeatedly made to the people to
commence the fight. I was well awere that our preporations were not such as
would enable us unsupported to continue the struggle with the enemy for any
length of time but all that i ever expected of the Femain organization was
to furnish the mucleus of an army with which to commence the work, teke up
a position in the enemy's country, no matter where, and hold it for e short
time. This being done I had no doubt but that the millions of our race in -
the United Stétes would come to our assistance promptly end with enthusiasme
A few thousand men properly handled were all that were necessary for the start
end %o convince the'wnrld that we were in earnest;

It is not my intention et present to enter into the Jetails of the
caugse of the trouble bstween myself ond the Senate of the TFenien organization,
for this.would require a good sized volume which has yet to be written. The
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that we were not prepered for it. Of course they assumed that they were

more competent to judge of this matter than I vms but the true cause of the
trouble was that I belisved, and I had good'reason for the belief, that the
Senate or at least the controlling power in that body had no intention of
fighting at all. It wes not until T was fully satisfied on this point that

I decided to act on my own judgment snd independently of the Senate. I saw
thet many of the members of that body ﬁere much more concernsd about advancing
their own interests pglitically than they wers about the freedom of Ireland
and were using myself and the orgaenization over which I presided, so far as

they could do so, simply to serve their own perschal ends end aims. They

sould well afford to wait for en indefirnite period but the honest earnest
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men of the orpanization who had everything to loose [1] and nothing to gain
by delay were differently situated. Very few of tha.Senators were of any
earthly account in building up or keeping the orpanization together. dahy
of them indeed were dead weights to carry. In nearly every place I visited

whoere one of them resided I found the orcanization completely demoralized and

£t as an angine for tear=-

ns em, ye
ing down .and destroying they were all powerful, eand the fact thet I had been
associated with them so long rave them the power to seriously injure me
when it suiteéd their purpose to do so.
'mm»mm:ﬂnsm:mmmfm.mm-:mmommmp.tmpon
Cannda. &n AB70-FHEACBVTy BESUrANCEHaNE EW Py T HHOTTae S-as: STy WAL DAL YOS
haggigggtﬁlmlnnld;hanaurpontad;mhutﬂth&‘ﬁot&bnswﬁfuiﬁG’Bﬁﬁﬁ%@‘agﬁm%ﬁgg?”fh1§e
stetements by letters, cireulars, personal appsals and had
and the members of the organizatioh were thrown into confusion end hesiteted
and delayed until it was too late. The Senators and their friends had pro-
claimed that the movement would be a failure and in order to rﬁake their word
good did everything in their power to meke it so. If one fourth of the men
who had previously pledged. themselves to obey my orders had only done so and
had been on the border in time to méet me = no man can say that I ordered him
to the front and-staid behind myself, for I was there with the first - then
we could have taken up a position on the other side of the line and got dut

vn until a suffiecient number

erms and emmunitil
had joined us to justify an advance upon the enemy. But the men did not come
up in time end the movement failed and I had to bear the bleme, Mow, so far
as I am personally concerned I have never admitted and don't now admit that

I failed in anything I undertook inconnection with the Fenian orgenization
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I did not undertake to do all the work myself and it is unjust for others
to bleme me for their owm failures. I did all that any wan had a right to
expoct of me.

Prmedinte ly safterspetting out of mrison in-the fall-of..1870, in con-
junction with others, T sgommonond making sarrensenenisclorye t-another.movement

Al

asainst England, wikoh-wessffiaufurited dr-the TelIwer=187 1:dmy.sthe Red Rivers

LI 4AT.il Wi iy y H » . Y
Jountry sfof JBritish North Amerioca mnorth of thexgtate -of Minnssota =nd thee
Territory of Dakota. I have always believed in striking at Cngland wherever

~ we could reach her, end wherever the Bnglish flag floats and the English

government is recognized and thers are English soldlers in arms to defend the

|| IS

flag and maintain the govermment I hold that the Irish people, particulerly
the Irish Exiles whom her oppressive laws have driven from their native lend,

have a right to go there and make wer on Englande No doubt she would much

prefer having them make the attempt nearer home where she could more readily
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t is high time that Irish
patriots who claim to be revolutionists should learn to act not es Bngland
desired but in the way best caleculated to serve their own purpose. If we

could meet Englend at e disadventape at the Worth Pole, that in my judgment

would be the best place to strike her. ThePE I FNFREESvU~FEPLH SO Lho
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hebitable slobewheFe PHAUTLFELRCT 11gnt Enpland SHENOrdrishxsoil but=if +

ifouia 0ok, prashicable toet chther ther P ot T A T T VT 5T T pht THE For'
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Nove Scotim and Van Couver's Island, with thé Atlantic and Pacific oceans as
an outlet, and there are millions of the Irish race in the United States from

whom to recruit an army and mann [!] privateers to prey on British commerce.
i I imagine that if Hugh O'Neill or Owen Ros, Patrick Sersfield, Wolf Tone,

Lord Edward Fitzgerald or Robert Emmett were living in America todey it

would not be long before an Irish army would be encamped on British soil
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with the green flag Iloating over it. Fellow couritrymen, there is not one of
you, I know, who does not feel & pride in the achigvements of these heroes of
the past, but are you on whom devolves the responsibility of defending the
cause for which these patriots fought and bled and died ready to perform your
duty to Mother Ireland as they performed theirs? If so, England can soon be
made to tremble for her North American possessions and her commerce on the
high seas. |
THEPHITHIE 0L Uho MOVemont. {5 thS “Red - RIVEP CouRtE T W earsyr=ny m
meres¥8o ident. The eoundery line-__,\-bg;l,jvga_p.ﬁhgq SHnited.atates-endsBritish. Horth
dmorica .as originally surveyed #e§ #ipposed to be On the=~#9th. paralles, gnd
direatly northef-this Jine:wthe BritIsh™thste oﬁi‘"‘i{ouww’thu Hudson Bay.
*g ompeny s Rort.arerlocatbd. Bub guhsequent.wbservaiieons made by-a-United
Stehga.Rnginear 05 icor while -stat ioned et PortBembins ded "ty "tha“di5sovery
thalthe Bundary:line had-not Been™¢sPréctIyriveated wndwthetthe *British
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howaverj, was not gensrally known and -I was mot -aware of=tt-mtil ‘o late.

We took.passgssion of..the. Custam House snd Fert and -hadwoopgupied.them-as a
vantaga.ground but &-short -time when CGolonel-Wheaton -of wthe United Stetew
Army mith.his. command: oressed.over after us. .»Ihe.Golonelyrwho was,in commans
at. Fori, Pembina, sfrontier outpost.of this gagernment-loeated.a-shortdistance
from where we..orogsed . the.-ine, heing in.sympathy with: bhe.British government
and willing . bo,do Englapnd!a.dicty. work, stook sdvantage .afiihe _informetien
which he possessed.im.refersnce to the .boundary-line.to.intarfere. with.us and
in, doing. s0._60tod. ithout.authority e ither ProneH I Dortment- 6 ommande r-or
from.the Goverpment.ak.Washington. Hesissnot™Tiiely-to sdtetre "# wold medal
Lrom.Longress. for -his+exploit-on *that“odasion. Wa sfathar<hed. ba. fight.or.
SUrrandac.snd.whilewe. were Enifl 11T 26 Slirrenders«€or wa. Lkt .Lhat. Colongl,

Wheaton had.no. righttosnterfere With is, “yot- o long- aa thers: wes. any .doubt
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ghout the houndayry line we .did not wish. to offer resistance,/~which*we tould 4

have done .successfully.as we had:more men.than he had and besides had the ‘ad-*
vantage..of being.inside a-stookade. ¢

The-correct.boundary ldne-has since bean astablished by a «joint commis-
sion.appointed by.both.governments, the United States and GreatsBritein,-and «
hereafter no .Irish revolutionary.bqdy neod.mistake «the territory-of .the .
Uni%ed -3tates for-that of -Ireland's~enemys

T pet1 1 nat «
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. enter into an explanation of the mény sdvantages of this movement. Suffice

it to say that I regard it as the most practical and easy of accomplishment
of any of the movements in which I have been engaged, and the ultimate result
equally as certain.

Perhaps it ought not to be thought strange if, after participating in
three different failures inside of five years and after being vilified and
slandered with & persistent villaney {i] by men who very unjustly blamed me
for their own short-comings, end feéling keenly the injustice done me, I had
abandoned the ceuse, but no. such thought ever entered my mind. I did not
join the Fenian organization for the purpose of gaininz the applause of men,
but simply to distharpe a duty which I felt incumbent upon me in common with
21l other Irishmen who desired to see their native land free and who were
willing to assist in accomplishing that much desired result.

It is true that for more than six yeears and a half I have talken no
active part with any Irish netional organization, but it by no mgans follows
het I have ceased worki_ng or have abandoned the cause. I have studiously
avoided active or public work for two reasons - first, to recruit my health
and to replenish my exchequer, both of which were seriously impaired by my

connection with the Fenian Organization, secondly because I desired to lemnve

the field clear for those everlasting growlers, so called Irish patricts,
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who were so loud in their denunciations of my every act while I was officially
comnacted with the orgenizetion, and to give them a chance of showing to the
Irish people how much more competent they were and how wal they could menage
the affairs of the Brotherhood when left tc themselves. I don't linow whether
they are yet satisfied with themselves or not, but judging them not by their
professions or their own estimate of themselves but by their deeds and Dy the
estimation in which they are held by the public, who have had an opnortunifty
of'seeing the hollowness of their pretensions, I don't think it is necessary
for me to hold back any longer. I now come before the Irish people of
Americe to seay that I am preparéd to continﬁe the work commenced on the 2nd

of June 1866 at Ridpewsny, Canada West, where a few hundred Irish coldiers met
the English enemy on his own territory and ﬁhipped hime "England's difficulty
is Ireland's opportunity" was the favorite mexim of Q'Connell, but whether

the present complications in Europe will afford us the long sought for oppor-

+uinity or
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f we are only true tc ou
aid of the Czer of Russia, in the name of God and Ireland i now ask you,
fellow countrymen, to stand by me and assist me in striking another bldw for
Hother Ireland.

Tou should certainly lmow he by this time. You know I have never de-
ceived yous You know I have never made & pledge of a promise to the Irish
poople which I have not tried to redeem, and if I have not been successful

. Y
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C1Co 01 WNO o©lanaerer wio mlssrepresented

it was because they 1ls
[t] me and did not sustein me as they had rromised. You know that on more

then one occasion I risked my life in defense of the cause which you lowve so

dearly, and I am now ready to risk it again. 7Yes, and saerifice it if

- riecessery, on the alter [1] of Irish liberty.

Some of the men who were prominently connected with the Fenian organi=-

zation have already passed away and have eppeared before Him who judges of
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the motives and the acts of men, not by the missrepresentations [l] of their
enemies but by the light of truth and justice. In a few yeers hence we will
all have passed away. Robert Emmett says, "the man dies but his memory lives"-
We fellow countrymen who ciaim to be petriots and who desire tec follow in the
footsteps of Robert Emmeti ﬁhat have we done that our memories should live?
comes bo write the glorious deeds of
the past it is not ths number of wounds‘which wo have inflicted upon one
another or the number of homes we have made unhappy by ouf unjust and un-
charitable accusations that are going to count in our favor, but the number

of wounds we have inflicted upon the enemy of our name end race, England.\_~—ﬁv

Bifiavesalwaysdisiiaved that. the mext Ba st amenpnturpivinsrthe -Irish

here of.hbeir Qun golifion in Rrocuring.homne Sakelsilonseliga.dn this free /
1and suefnd,,d > - MONEAIHTNET TR T R Lve -’

Gountry y» knowing thet somes time: mrst vig Co ¥ PITFETRE SEEPEFa =T -aouTd
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underiake another.movement, . commenced Just-fiweyaars.ago. Lo kravel throughs

the western mtesuw&hh;&mjgym&jgaingghhmummwggg Suitable,
rlaces foxgceolonies. ' /_.l
I'spent two years in examining the c cuntry and for the last three years
have .devoted most of my tj.me to organizing and \locating colonies in lebraska,
This of itself I regard as a noble work, and one worthy the serious considera-
housands whom I have recently
met in this end other cities, begging for the priviledge [i] of working for
the means to keep them from starving, fully confirms me in this opinion. But
I -ha'd“‘a‘*a’ﬁﬁbl“é’"‘&bj‘éﬂ't"?:fﬁ‘??bncoungiﬁg*‘éﬁ%relﬁof‘féhrgrate":from the 6vdr-
crowd,e,ms_gitiemndwtates*M%Wﬁﬁ“‘fﬂ“!‘iettl&*:upom-vbheA'cheap-amd.afraaelaﬁdav
of ghe. Westemaha-Lirst. wagathe tizthey. might batter.tbhainwwnwcondition and »

thate.af ~shedr familie sta#ndthe socond *that they mishtube in-a position, from
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| €heir improved eircumstances and thotr nearne ¥ to™*the “dontemplated {ield

% l\of future operatimms,“bo agsist the @ause of 'Irish liberty. Iwthink -I-can

\

_""—--—._____________,____,_,__._____-—-——f

sefely-promise from the-eolonies which-I-have slready established al.leash
sous~of~the young men to-assist on tha"¥attle"T1oTa 1Yo theolder-ones ares~
ralsing .Gorn, .« lour, potatoes to help sustain thems AndImow- that--there

s woranr o dele s mondede
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wil¥InA "o ot "ERErE oY the work. One corrospondent writes to me from

tha Bleck IIills that he has enouzh of men there ready *o inaugurats the

-movenent whensver ordored to do so. Althourh the srasshoppers, who hevo

been our mos% formidable enemioes so far, have seriously intorfored with my
immigration scheme, yet I have every reason %o be thankful [or the success
wihiich I have met with up to the nressent. Some of thosz who have uigrated to
the west may think that they have 2 hard time of it bacause evorything is new
and strange to them and for the presont they are deprived of many of the con=-
veniences and comlorts whilch oldar setllements alford, but I can assure all
such that there are thousands of their countrymon and countrywonen in the
East, now out of employment, who would willingly changs »nlaces with them.

In a few yoars these same parties who are nov dissatisfied will blcsslthe
day on which they started for the west and commenced working for themsalves
on their owm farms instead of dopending on othars for thoir daily Bread and

often begzing for the priviledge [1] of workinz to enrich their neirhbor, I
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shall continue to furnish information on the subject
ize colonies, and for this purpose hava established an office in this city

and have secured the services of a cometant Jecreatary, Colonel Nilliam‘Mac-
Williams, a well known Irish Natlonalist, who will attend to all correspoundsnce
in my absence., ENETF-ERVET" ﬁ?ﬂwmmﬁ”ﬁmﬁg “EHe Toxt
f8w: months o th 18 "Htate " aft *ﬁ&eﬁ*ﬁfé"éﬁ"ﬁ@?&*ﬁa«mmutune s.on. Irish.»

im#tpration-md-IrisH Revolution; for.I-oropose-+to-havesboth. Lthesg aoble
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f‘ oBlects o hand in hands» A circular of instructions for organizing immigration
comnittees will sccompany this address and the necessary informatioh for
military men and intending immirrants will be forwarded in dus time.

In conclusion, fellow countrymen, I beg of you %o lond me your assigtance
in this movement. Give me one chance untrammslled and my word for it, you

will nover regrel it. The governing pasion of my lifs, avart from my duty

to my God, is to be at the head of an Irish army batiling epainst England

| for Ireland's rights; for this I live anf for this, if necessary, I am willing
\ to die.
Sincerely yours,

John 0'Taill.
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