ENGLISH II – Final Exam, Semester 2

I. For this exam, you will be working in pairs to closely study one issue or topic that recurred in the literature that you have read throughout the semester and in the events that have been happening in the news.  The first step is to choose one person to work with upon whom you can depend for strong work and conscientiousness.  Although you will do your own work and determine your own grade, a strong partner will make your job easier.  I will allow you to choose your partner, but I may make adjustments as I see fit.

II.        Choose one of the concepts that has interested you throughout the semester:

Racism and prejudice

Maturing and life changes

Fatherhood and parenting

Betrayal and loyalty

Truth and falsehood

Justice and revenge

Cruelty and righteousness

Individual and community

Ignorance and wisdom
In a brief paragraph, each of you must describe your personal connection to the conflict or concept.  Why have you chosen it and what is its importance to your lives?
III. In one five-paragraph essay, explain how that concept or conflict “moves” the plot or story in one work of literature from this semester.  Cite three specific incidents from the literature that illustrate how the concept drives the action of the story.  In other words, show how your concept serves as an important force in a work of literature.  This essay will be due on Tuesday, June 1.
IV. Locate one current event or debate that deals with the theme you chose.  Look at the examples below for guidance:

Racism and prejudice – Affirmative Action
Maturing and life changes – Juvenile Justice 
Fatherhood and parenting – Same-sex parenting, Home Schooling
Betrayal and loyalty – Governor Rowland’s investigation, Divorce, Eli Manning
Truth and falsehood – Censorship, Steroids in baseball, Various trails (Jackson, Stewart)
Justice and revenge – War in Iraq/Prisoner Abuse, Afghanistan, Death Penalty
Cruelty and righteousness – See above, Animal Rights
Individual and community – Social Security/Welfare, Population Growth, Health Care Reform

Ignorance and wisdom – Sex education, Home Schooling
V. Locate three articles that discuss the debate by researching them online.  You may use the following links to aid you in your research:
Yahoo: Issues and Causes
Justice Learning
Opposing Viewpoints

Debate Database
National Issues
Social Issues
Two-sided essay topics
VI. In a second five-paragraph, expository essay, introduce both sides of your issue.  In the essay, you must include properly cited, direct quotes from at least two articles that you found during your research.  Additionally, you will need to provide a properly formatted “works cited” page at the end of the essay. This essay will be due on Friday, June 4.
VII. Lastly, take a stand on the issue.  This is why you are working with a partner.  Each of you will develop a speech to defend your position on the topic.  The speech should have a specific structure to it, including an opening statement of your position, at least three specific facts to support your position, and an effective conclusion that leaves the audience convinced of the strength of your argument.  Lastly, the speech must last between two and three minutes.
On the day of the exam, you will deliver these speeches to the class, using all of your abilities as a speaker to convey it effectively.

VIII. As each student presents his or her issue, the rest of the class will be tested on its listening and note-taking ability.  For the last part of the exam, you will be asked to judge one of the debates.  You will need to take notes on both side of the argument, and when all of the debates are over, you will develop a one-page “ruling” on the debate.  In this ruling, you must clearly state which side of the argument you found most convincing, and cite two points of evidence from the speeches that convinced you of that position.  This will be handed in at the end of the exam period.  

