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  I. REVITALIZATION: REVIEW & INTRODUCTION
A. GOD IS LIFE (see Jn.1:4; 5:26; see Gen.1,2; Ps.104:30)

1. the Father is our confident expectation of life in His faithfulness (2Kngs.19:16-19; 2Tm.2:13; Ps.100:5; 104:30)

2. the Son is our life in His righteousness (Col.3:4; Rom.5:17-21)

3. the Spirit is our living in His powerful presence (Gen.2:7; Ezk.37:5f; Jn.3:5; 6:63; 7:37-39; Eph.3:16f; 4:30)

4. summary: God is, gives, sustains & renews life

B. THE GIFT OF CHRIST’S RIGHTEOUSNESS (justification: made right; imputed; see Rom.3:24,etc.)

1. Christ alone achieved the righteousness of God (Rom.5:18,19; 10:4; 2Cor.5:21; Phil.2:5-8; Heb.4:15; 7:26f; Is.53:10,11; see Ex.29:1&Heb 9:14)

2. all need righteousness as a gift (Rom.3:23,19f; 5:17;  see Rom.1-3; 2Cor.5:21)

3. batteries included: by grace through faith (Rom.4:16; see Acts 18:27; Eph.2:8f,1f)

C. THE EXPERIENCE OF CHRIST’S RIGHTEOUSNESS (sanctification: made holy; imparted; Rom.6:19,22,etc.)

II. THE CONSEQUENCES OF THE GIFT OF RIGHTEOUSNESS IN CHRIST (Rom.1-5 & 6-8)

A. CHANGE IN STANDING RESULTS IN CHANGE IN EXPERIENCE (Rom.6:1&5:20,21; chps.4,5/ Rom.6:2!; see Ex.20:1/2f; Eph.2:1f,10)

B. A RADICAL CHANGE IN EXPERIENCE (see Rom.6-8)

1. experience death(crucifixion, burial) & resurrection in Christ (Rom.6:6-11; Gal.2:20; see Eph.2:4f; 4:22f; Col.2:20f; 3:1f; Phil.3:9,10)

2. experience freedom from sin & compulsion to righteousness in Christ (Rom.6:6f,12f,16f/ Eph.6:1; Col.3:18,20)

C. THIS EXPERIENCE BEGUN BUT NOT COMPLETED UNTIL THE DAY OF CHRIST (Rom.8:23-25)

1. person as a whole is completely changed in Christ (Rom.6:1f; Col.1:13; Acts 26:18/ Rom.6:6; Col.3:9(Eph.4:22))

2. complete change is begun but not finished (Rom.8:23; 7:7:14f,23; Gal.2:20)

a. new mind & heart: love God and His ways in Christ (Rom.7:16,22; 8:5f)

b. old body & world: hate God and His ways in Adam (Rom.7:14f,23; 8:23; Gal.5:17; 1Cor.15:45,50; Phil.3:21; 1Jn.2:15,16)

c. this is war in Christ! (Rom.7:23; Jms.4:1; 1Pt.2:11)

3. fighting the good fight: kill our sin & enliven His righteousness in Christ (Mk.8:34,35; 9:43f; Rom.8:13; Col.3:5; Phil.3:10 & Eph.2:10; 3:16f; 4:30,20f; 6:10-20; see 2Tm.2:4-6)

a. changing clothes (Col.3:8,12f; Eph.4:25-32; Rom.13:12,14)

b. running a race (Heb.12:1f; 2Tm.4:7; 1Cor.9:24f; Phil.3:12-14)

c. farming a plot (Lk.8:14,15(Mk.9:43f); Jms.1:21; 5:7f)
4. experience overall progress in Christ (2Cor.4:16f; Phil.3:12-16; 2Tm.4:7)

5. final victory is guaranteed in Christ (Rom.8:23; 1Cor.15:43f; Phil.3:21; Col.3:4)

D. THE HOLY SPIRIT IS THE AGENT OF CHRIST FOR THIS WAR (Rom.8:13,2f; Eph.3:16; 4:30; see Jn.3:5; 6:63; 7:37-39; Gal.3:2,3; 5:5,16f,22,25; see Gen.1:1f; 2:7)

1. transition from passive dependence to active dependence (faith; Gal.3:2,3; Phil.1:6; 2:12,13)

2. the Spirit’s ordinary tools: word, sacraments, prayer, fellowship (Eph.6:17; Jn.6:63; 2Tm.3:14-17; Ps.19:7; Jms.1:21 / Jn.6:53,63; 1Cor.11:24,25 / Eph.6:18; Rom.8:26,27; Lk.11:13 / Rom.12:1f,7; Eph.2:22; 4:4,15,16,30; 1Cor.16:18)

III. LIVE IN CHRIST!  USE & ENJOY WHAT YOU’VE BEEN GIVEN! (Eph.2:10; Rom.3:22-24; 6:1f; see Rom.6-8; Eph.4; Col.3)
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