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SERMON: What IS Life?






       24 September 2000
INTRODUCTION: THE SUM & SUBSTANCE OF REVITALIZATION
  I. LIFE IS THE CONSEQUENCE OF RIGHTEOUSNESS
A. MAN MADE A LIVING BEING IN RIGHTEOUSNESS (Gen.1:26f; 2:7; Eph.4:24; see Rom.7:12; 12:2)

B. THE RIGHTEOUS WILL LIVE (Lev.18:15; Rom.10:5; Gal.3:12; see Dt.30:15,16; 19,20; Ezk.18:9,17,19,21; Rom.6:16; 5:17-21)

C. THE SINNER WILL DIE (Gen.2:17; 3:24; 5:5; Dt.30:17,18; Ezk.18:4,13,24; Rom.6:23,16,21; 5:12f; Eph.2:1; Rev.21:2; 22:15)

 II. HEAVEN, WE HAVE A PROBLEM! (see Gen.3:1f)

A. ORIGINAL SIN & DEATH (Rom.5:12-21; see Gen.2:17; 3:24; 4:1f; 5:1f)

B. ACTUAL SIN & DEATH (Rom.5:12; Rom.3:23,9f; Eph.2:1-3; 1Jn.1:8,10; see Rom.8:5f; Gen.3:5f; 2Th.2:4; Is.14:13,14)

C. A HUGE DEBT OF SIN FOR DEATH (Ps.38:4; Mt.18:21,24; Rom.3:19)

D. NO SAVINGS OF RIGHTEOUSNESS FOR LIFE (Rom.2:13,25f; 3:10f; Gal.3:10(Dt.28:1); Jms.2:10; see Rom.2:16; Mt.5:20-48)

E. SUMMARY: HOPELESS IN OURSELVES (Rom.3:20; 7:7f,10; Gal.2:16; 3:10; 1Tm.1:9f)

III. REJOICE IN THE GOOD NEWS OF THE GOSPEL! 

A. THE WONDERFUL EXCHANGE! (2Cor.5:21; Is.53:4f,11; Lev.16:20f; see Dt.17:1; Heb.9:14)

1. the forgiveness of our sin & death (Rom.4:6-8(Ps.32:1f); Eph.1:7; Col.1:14; Acts 2:38; 22:16)

2. the giveness of His righteousness & life (Rom.3:22,24; 5:17; see Rom.10:4)

3. summary: the sum & substance of revitalization (see Col.3:4; Jn.6:35; 11:25,26; 14:6)

B. JUSTIFICATION: EVERYTHING PUT RIGHT FOR US (Rom.4:3-11)

C. THE INSTRUMENT OF FAITH

1. the righteous shall live by faith (Rom.1:17; see Habb.2:4; Gal.3:11; Heb.10:38; see Gen.4:4; Lev.4,16)

2. justified by faith (Rom.3:22,24,28; 4:5,11,13; 5:1)

3. cognizance & conviction: taking God at his word (Rom.4:20,21(Gen.15:5,6); 1Th.1:6,8; 2:13)
4. commitment: signing over your life to Christ (Rom.4:17; Gal.3:2; 2:20; Phil.3:7f,9)

5. a gift of God (Acts 18:27; Rom.3:22,24; 4:16; see Lk.11:13)

D. SUMMARY: HOPE IN CHRIST! (see Rom.4:18-25; 6:11; 8:23)

IV. CHRIST IS LIFE!  GO TO HIM FOR REVITALIZATION!

A. BELIEVE GOD’S PROMISE OF LIFE IN CHRIST SO THAT YOU MAY BE CREDITED WITH HIS RIGHTEOUSNESS AND GIVEN HIS LIFE! (Rom.1:17; 3:22f; 4:1f; 5:12f; see “Zedekiah”; Jer.23:6; 33:16; (34:2))

B. ASK CHRIST FOR THE WONDERFUL EXCHANGE SO THAT YOU WILL LIVE IN HIM! (2Cor.5:21; Rom.6:11; Lk.11:13)

C. TURN FROM YOUR LIFE OF DEATH TO HIS DEATH OF LIFE! (Mk.8:36; Rom.3:20/22,24; 6:10; Gal.2:20; Phil.3:7-11)

D. BE RENEWED IN YOUR FAITH AND LIFE BY ENLARGING YOUR DEPENDENCE UPON CHRIST (Jn.15:1f; Gal.3:3; Eph.6:10; Phil.4:13; 2Cor.12:9; see Eph.6:10 & 1Cor.10:31; contra Gen.3:5; Rom.9:32)

E. COME TO THE LORD’S SUPPER TONIGHT AS IT IS A MEANS APPOINTED BY GOD FOR TURNING TO CHRIST FOR REVITALIZATION! (1Cor.11:24,25; Mt.26:26f; Phil.2:5-8; see John 6:35f; 40&54)
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