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  I. REVIEW OF THE GREAT COMMISSION (Mt.28:18-20; see Mk.16:15f; Lk.24:44f; Jn.20:19f)

A. NOTE: BEING DISCIPLES & MAKING DISCIPLES (summer’99 & summer’00; see C,D,L,G=Mark 1,8,9,16)

B. CREDIBILITY: RAISED FROM THE DEAD (Mt.28:1f,6; see Mk.16:1f; Lk.24:1f&Acts 1:1f;  Jn.20:1f)

C. OBJECT OF COMMAND: THE ELEVEN... (Mt.28:16f with Eph.2:20; 4:11,12; see Josh.1:5f&10:25; see Lk.8:1f; 9:1f; 10:1f; see 2Tm.4:5; Acts 8:4&5; see Gen.1:28)

D. AUTHORITY: HAS RECEIVED THE KINGDOM (Mt.28:18; see Dan.7:13,14; 2:44,45; see Mt.26:64; Acts 2:32f; Rev.1:5; 5:1f; see Mk.7:19; Acts 10:15,28; 1Cor.9:19-23; see Gen.12:3,etc.; Gal.3:14)

E. COMMAND: DISCIPLE ALL THE NATIONS (Mt.28:19; see Mk.16:15; Lk.24:47; Jn.20:21; see Rev.12:5f; 20:1f)

F. MEANS: GOING... BAPTIZING... TEACHING...  (Mt.28:19,20; Mk.16:16/ see Mk.16:15; Lk.24:49; Jn.20:21-23)

G. COMFORT: CONSTANT PERSONAL PRESENCE FOR OBEDIENCE TO THIS COMMISSION (Mt.28:20; see Mk.16:17f(Heb.2:1-4); Lk.24:49; Jn.20:22; ch.14-16)

II. GOING INTO ALL THE WORLD (Mt.28:19a; Mk.16:15; see Lk.24:47; Jn.20:21)

A. GOING: A PROMINENT ELEMENT IN THE COMMISSION (Mt.28:19; see Mk.16:15; Jn.20:21)

1. position in sentence: going, disciple... (Mt.28:19)

2. form of verb: going... baptizing... teaching... (Mt.28:19,20)

3. logic of concept: going... all nations (Mt.28:19; see Mk.16:15; Lk.24:47; see Jn.20:21)

4. focus: going into the world (Mt.28:19; see Mk.16:15)

B. LOOKING BACK: GOING, DISCIPLE (Mt.28:19a; see Mk.16:15; Lk.24:47b; see Mt.9:13; 21:6)
1. Jesus (Mt.3:13f&4:1f,12f,18,(19,21),23,etc.; see Jn.3:17; 4:34; 8:29; see Mt.16:21f,24; 1Pt.2:21,18f; Rev.14:4)

2. Paul (Mt.16:21f,24f; see 2Tm.4:7; Phil.3:12f; 1Cor.11:1; 4:16; see Phil.3:17; 2Th.3:7,9)

3. Christians (Mt.28:19; see 2Tm.3:14f; 1:5; see 1Tm.4:12; 3:1f; 1Pt.5:3; see Dt.6:7; Ezra 7:10; Eph.6:4; 1Cor.14:35)

4. summary: make followers by leading (1Cor.11:1; see 2Cor.5:20; Jn.10:3,26,27; C/D/L/G; Mk.1/8/9/16)

C. LOOKING AHEAD: GOING INTO THE WORLD (Mt.28:19; see Mk.16:15; see Lk.24:47; Jn.20:21 with 1:9; 3:17f; etc.; 1Jn.4:9)

1. disciple all nations, going into all the world (Mt.28:19 & Mk.16:15)

2. Jesus: missionary journeys (see reverse; Gospels; Mk.1:16f; note: Mt.15:24)

3. Apostles: missionary journeys (Mt.10:5f,7; see Lk.(8:1f); 9:2f; 10:1f; note: Mt.10:6; Acts 10,11)

4. Paul: missionary journeys (see reverse; Acts, Letters; note: Acts 13:46; Rom.15:16f)

5. Christians: missionary journeys (Mt.28:19a; Mk.16:15; see Acts 20:24; 2Tm.4:7b)

a. regular routes (Dt.6:7; Mk.5:19; Jn.1:42,46; 1Cor.14:35; Jesus-12; Paul-Timothy,etc.)

b. special trips (Mt.15:21f; Mk.10:46f; Lk.8:42f; Acts 16:13f&30f; see Col.4:5; 1Pt.3:15)

c. note: traveling (see Mk.1:16; 10:46)

d. Divine directions (see Acts 8:26f,28f; 16:6f)

e. summary: “life-style” evangelism (i.e., going; see Mt.9:13; 21:6)

6. biblical illustrations of going into the world
a. out of Egypt and into Canaan (Deut.6:23; Is.61:9,1f; see 1Cor.5:7&9f)

b. light into darkness (Acts 26:18; Eph.5:8f; Col.1:13 and Mt.5:14; Acts 13:47; see Jn.20:21 &1:9; 3:19; 12:46; see Jn.8:12f; see Is.42:6; 49:6)

c. salt into spoilage (Mt.5:13f; see 1Cor.6:9-11)

d. good leaven into flour (Mt.13:33; see 2Cor.9:10)

e. summary: come be & go make (Mt.4:19; 9:9 and 28:19; see C/D/L/G=Mk.1/8/9/16; 1Cor.5:9f; in the church in the world)

D. INSTRUCTIVE COMPARISONS

1. going into the land... (Mt.28:18-20; 1Cor.15:25; & Dt.31:1-8/ see Dt.1:21f,40f)

2. going into all creation... (Gen.1:26-28; 2:15; see Mk.16:15; 2Cor.5:17f; 10:5; Eph.6:10f)

(completed on reverse)
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III. GO INTO ALL THE WORLD! (Mk.16:15; see Mt.28:19a)

A. MAKE DISCIPLES!  LEAD OTHERS TO CHRIST AS YOU FOLLOW HIM! (Mt.28:19; see Mt.4:1,12,19; Jn.1:42,46; 1Cor.11:1)

B. THEREFORE, IN CHRIST, BE DISCIPLES: LIGHT, SALT & GOOD LEAVEN! (Mt.5:13f; Eph.5:8f; see Mk.8:34f; 9:43f; Rom.8;13f; Col.3:5f,10f)

C. THEREFORE ALSO, GO ON YOUR JOURNEY, MAKING DISCIPLES AS YOU GO! (Mk.16:15; Mt.28:19; see Acts 20:24; 2Tm.4:7b; see Mk.1:16f; Mt.10:6f; Acts 16:6f see Mt.5:14f; Is.42:6; 49:6; 60:1f)

For Further Meditation, Discussion and Action

1. “Do you purpose to seek first the Kingdom of God and His righteousness in all the relationships of life, faithfully to perform your whole duty as a true servant of Jesus Christ, and seek to win others to Him?”  (emphasis added; from The Covenant of Church Membership of The Reformed Presbyterian Church of North America)
2. “It may well be questioned whether a man knows the value of the Gospel himself, if he does not desire to make it known to all the world.”  (J.C. Ryle, Expository Thoughts on Matthew); see 1Cor.9:23,19f; 1Tm.4:16b)
3. Where are you sent to disciple all the nations?  Is God calling you to another country to follow Him and lead others to Him there?  If not, where is He calling you to follow Him and lead others to Him?

4. How is your faithfulness to the Lord’s great commission?  How must you repent &/or persevere?  What will you do, and when?  What, as in every act of faithfulness, is the first and most important step?

5. How can you make evangelism, home missions and world missions a priority in your discipleship?

6. Who were RPCNA missionaries in China and Japan in the twentieth century?  Who are our missionaries in Japan today?  In Cyprus?  In Sierra-Leone?  How can you do foreign missions in Oswego? (hint: the world as a global community)  What opportunities for this have we had? (hint: Oswego State)
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