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  I. THEME: HUMBLE SERVICE FOR THE PURPOSE OF UNITY (see 4/2/2000 sermon)

A. DIVISIVE CONFLICTS (1:15a,17b; 4:2)

B. CALL TO UNITY (1:27-2:2; 4:2)

C. MEANS PRESCRIBED (2:3,4)

D. MASTERFUL ACCOMPLISHMENT (2:5-11)

E. FAITHFUL APPLICATIONS (2:19-21; 30,25f; 3:7f)

 II. PAUL’S EXAMPLE (3:1-21)

A. HUMILIATION INTO SERVICE (3:1-10; see 2:1-8; 3:21,30)

1. earthly, temporary gain (3:1-7; see 19b; 1Jn.2:16,17/ see Lk.12:20; Mt.6:19f; Heb.11:25,26; 1Cor.7:23)

2. loss (3:7,8,8,10a; see 2:5-8a)

3. to the point of death (3:10b,18b; see 2:8b&3-5; see Lk.9:23=Mk.8:34; Mt.10:38; 16:24)

B. EXALTATION OUT OF SERVICE (3:11,20,21; see 7f/ see 2:9-11; see Mt.13:44-46, Mk.8:34f; Lk.18:28; i.e., heavenly, permanent gain)

C. PERSEVERING PROGRESS IN SERVICE (3:12-16; see 2:8b; see Heb.10:36)

1. actions: pursue, reach, stretch (12-14)

2. reason: not finished (12,13; see 2Tim.4:7)

3. objective: the image of Christ (14; see Rom.8:29; Col.3:10; 2Pt.1:4; 1Jn.3:2)

4. manner: concentration (13; see 7; 1Cor.6:9-11; see Heb.12:1,2)

5. significance: maturity (15a; see 1Cor.3:1f; Heb.5:11f)

6. encouragement: one step at a time (15b; 16; see 2Pt.1:4f,11; 3:18; see Ps.119:105)

7. examples: leading the way (17; 4:9(1Cor.11:1; 4:4:16); 2:19(1Tm.4:12); 2:25; 2:5f!(1Pt.2:21f))

8. the final step: physical conformity to the image of Christ (3:20,21)

D. KEY: IN CHRIST (3:1,3,9,9,14; contra 3:6; see Rom.6:4f;  Jn.15:1f)

III. THE ALTERNATIVE (3:18,19; see Rev.2,3; see Mt.10:39; 16:25, Mk. 8:35, Lk.9:24; 17:33)
A. PROFESSING BELIEVERS (3:18; see Rev.2:4f,14f,20f,etc.)

B. GOAL: EARTHLY THINGS (3:19 vs. 20; Col.3:1f; Mt.6:19f)

1. means: shame & appetite (3:19; idols & immorality; see Is.42:17; 1Cor.10:7,8; Rev.2:14,20; Rom.1:21f)

2. end: destruction (3:19; see 1Jn.2:16,17; Rom.1:32)

C. SIGNIFICANCE: ENEMIES OF THE CROSS (3:18; see 7f; see Mt.10:39; 16:25; Mk.8:35; Lk.9:24; 17:33)
 IV. FOLLOW PAUL’S EXAMPLE! (3:17; see 1Cor.4:16; 11:1; 2Tm.3:10f)

A. YOU HAVE NOT YET FINISHED THE RACE!  YOU MUST RUN WITH ENDURANCE UNTIL YOU HAVE FINISHED!  (3:12-14; Heb.12:1,2; see Mk.13:13; Heb.6:11; Rev.2:26; see 2Tm.4:7)

B. AIM AT ONE CONTROLLING GOAL IN YOUR LIFE: CONFIRMITY TO THE PERFECT IMAGE OF CHRIST (14; Heb.12:2; see Rom.8:29; Col.3:10; see 2Pt.1:4; 1Jn.3:2)

1. do not set your mind on earthly things, possessions, pleasures and prestige, because they will pass away and you with them (3:19,4f/ 1Jn.2:15-17; Heb.11:25; 1Tm.6:8f,17f/ Mt.10:39; 16:25; Mk.8:35; Lk.9:24; 17:33)

2. set your minds on heavenly things, the perfect image of Christ, because His is an everlasting kingdom and your citizenship is too (14,20; see Dan.2:44; 7:14; Rev.5:13/ see Col.3:2,10,12-14; 1Tm.4:12; 6:11,12; 2Tm.2:22; Gal.5:2,23/ Jms.3:17; 1:27; Mt.6:20; 25:31f/ 1Pt.2:21; Heb.12:1f)
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