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INTRODUCTION
A. THEN: SECOND MISSIONARY JOURNEY (49-52AD; Acts 15:36-18:22)
B. NOW: IN PRISON (1:7,13ff; see 4:22; see Acts 28:16f)

C. JOYFUL IN BLESSING (1:4,18; 2:2,17,28,29; 3:1; 4:4,10)

D. THANKFUL FOR THEIR HELP (1:3f; 4:10f; see prayer: 1:4,9,19; 4:6)

E. CONCERNED FOR THEIR PEACE (1:2,27-2:4f; 2:19f,25f; 4:1-3)

  I. THE KEY TO A WELL-FUNCTIONING CONGREGATION (1:27-2:5f)

A. NO SELFISH AMBITION (2:3; 1:17; see Gen.3:6)

B. NO EMPTY GLORY (2:3; Gal.5:26; see Rom.12:3; 1Cor.4:6,7)

C. CONSCIOUSLY TAKE A LOWER PLACE (2:3; see 8; Lk.14:10,11)

D. CONSCIOUSLY GIVE A HIGHER PLACE (2:3; see Rom.12:10)

E. PURPOSE: TO SERVE (2:4; see Gal.5:13; eg. 1Cor.8-10; 11; 12-14)

F. THE LARGE PICTURE (2:4; see Mt.22:39; 1Cor.12:25f; Eph.4:16; 5:28)

 II. THE SERVANT OF THE LORD (2:5f; see Is.53)

A. NOT JUST AN EXAMPLE, BUT ALSO AN EXAMPLE (2:5/ Is.53; 2Cor.5:21; Rom.3:23,24/ 1Pt.2:21f)

B. BEING & EXISTENCE: THE SUM & SUBSTANCE OF GOD (2:6/ Jn.1:1f,14,18; Col.1:19; 2:9; Heb.1:3)

C. CONSCIOUSLY TOOK A LOWER PLACE (2:5f; see 3)

1. same Divine existence, different Personal experience (2:6-8; “incarnation”)

2. did not hold on to and relinquished the place of glory of His Deity... (being;2:6/ Is.6:1f; Jn.12:41; 17:5)

3. ...willingly took the place of humility of our humanity (became; 2:7; Jn.1:14 with 2Pt.1:16,17; Gal.4:4)

4. illustration: Armani to Carhart (2:8; see Jn.1:14 with 2Cor.5:1f; see Jn.13:4f)

D. PURPOSE: TO SERVE (2:6-8; see 2Cor.8:9 with 6:10; see Mk.10:45; Lk.22:24-27)

E. GUARANTEE TO THOSE WHO SERVE (2:9-11; see Rom.8:17f; 1Pt.5:6f,10; Mk.8:34f)

III. CHURCH UNITY
A. THE GIFT OF GOD IN CHRIST (2:11; see Eph.2:14; 4:3; Jn.14:27)

B. THE CALLING OF GOD IN CHRIST (2:5; 1;27f; see 2:19-22; 25-30; 3:4-6 & 7f(17f) // 2:6,7f; see Gal.5:13; 1Cor.8-10; 11; 1-14)

C. CRITICAL IN THE BUILDING OF THE CHURCH (2:3f; 1:27f; see Eph.2:20-22; 4:11-16)

D. CRITICAL TO ANY WELL-FUNCTIONING RELATIONSHIP (1:17f, 4:2; see Eph.5:22ff)
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