SCRIPTURE: Revelation 6:1-17 (Page 1458);  Daniel 7:1-28 (Page 1062)

SERMON: How Long, O LORD?






  26 March 2000

INTRODUCTION: REVIEW
A. INTRODUCTIONS: PROPHETIC AND EPISTOLARY (1:1-3 & 1:3-8; see 22:18-20 & 22:21)

B. VISION OF THE SON OF MAN & HIS LETTERS TO HIS CHURCHES (1:9-20 & chps.2,3)

C. VISION OF THRONE OF GOD AND THE LAMB & THEIR VISIONS FOR THEIR SERVANTS (chps.4,5 & chps.6-22; see 1:4; 3:1; 4:5; 5:6; 8:2)

  I. THE VISION OF THE SEALS (6:1-8:1)

A. THE LAMB: STANDING AS SLAIN (5:6)

B. AUTHORITY TO OPEN THE SEALS (5:9)

C. OPENING THE SEALS (6:1,3,5,7,9,12; 8:1)

D. THE TEMPLATE OF DANIEL 7

1. the Ancient of Days: Creating King (Dan.7:9f; see Rev.4:2f,11)

2. the Son of Man: Redeeming King (Dan.7:13f; see Rev.5:9f)

3. Outline

a. four beasts (Dan.7:1-8,15-20; Rev.6:1-8; see 11:7; 13:2f)

b. saints overpowered (Dan.7:21,23-25; see Rev.6:9,11; see 11:7; 12:17; 13:7)

c. saints cry out (see Rev.6:10)

d. saints given victory (Dan.7:2,18,26f; see Rev.6:12-8:1)

E. REVELATION: THE FINAL CHAPTER OF JUDGES, KINGS (see Jdg2:18; 2Sam.3:18; 8:1f; Lk.1:67f)

II. THE GOD WHO ANSWERS THE CRIES OF HIS SUFFERING SERVANTS (Rev.6)

A. FOUR JUDGMENTS ON THE EARTH (2-8a; see 8b; see Dan.7)

2. red: sword, blood (4; see 10; 16:6; 17:6; 18:24; see see Ezek. 5:12,17; 6:11,12; 7:15; 14:21)
3. black: famine (5,6; see Ezek. 5:12,17; 6:11,12; 7:15; 14:21)

4. ashen: plague (7,8; see Ezek. 5:12,17; 6:11,12; 7:15; 14:21)
1. white: deception (2, see 8b)

a. last 3 horsemen // first 3 woes (8b&3f with Jer.14:12; 15:2f; 24:10; 29:17f; Ezk.5:12,17; 6:11,12; 7:15; 14:21; 33:27)

b. first horseman // last woe (see 2; see 12:3; 13:1; see 19:12; see 2Cor.11:14)

c. deception (beasts; see 12:9; 13:14; 18:23; 19:20; 20:3,8,10; see 2Thes.2:9-12; Jn.8:44)

d. conquer (2; see 11:7; 12:17; 13:7; Dan.7:21)

(completed on reverse)
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B. SYMBOLIC NUMBERS

1. four: not local (2-8a; 8b; see 6; see Ezk.5:17; 14:21)

2. fourth: not final (8b; compare sevens in 12-14 and 15-17)

C. THE CRIES OF GOD’S PEOPLE (9,10)

1. martyrs: faithful witnesses (9b; see 1:2,9; 12:17; 19:10; 20:4)

2. martyrs: suffering servants (9b; 1:9; 2:9,10,13; 11:3f; 12:11f; 20:4; see 11:7; 12:17; 13:7 with Dan.7:21f; see 16:6; 17:6; 18:24; see Lk.9:23; 1Cor.15:31)
3. martyrs: earnest prayers (9b; see 8:3; 5:8; see Lev.4:7,18; see Lk.18:7)

4. prayer: judge and make right their deaths quickly (10; see Ps.13:1; 94:3f)

D. THE ANSWER OF OUR GOD (6:12-17)

1. sign: white robes (10; see 3:5; 7:9,14; see 3:4,5; (4:4); 19:14; see Mt.22:11f)

2. word: rest a little while (10b; 14:13; see 1:1; 22:6 (1:19; 4:1; see Dan.2:28,29,45)

3. sixth seal: the great day of their wrath has come (12-17; note: sevens)

4. seventh seal: the great day of their wrath  is done (8:1)

5. summary: 6th & 7th = answered prayer (6:10 with 19:2; 16:5,6; see 8:3-5f; 9:13f; see Heb.9:4)

III. HOW LONG, O LORD? (Rev.6:10)

A. WE ARE SUFFERING UNDER THE DECREES OF GOD (6:1f,9f)

1. God is ruler over all events (Rev.4,5; 6:1f; see Eph.1:11; Is.45:7; Job 2:10; see Lk.24:26,46)

2. He has His purpose in our suffering (1Pt.4:19; see Rev.6:10f; 2:13; Mk.8:34f; see Rom.8:17f; 28f,36f; see Phil.1:29)

B. WE MUST FOLLOW JESUS TO THE CROSS, WHENCE WE PRAY (6:9f; 7:14f; see 5:8; 8:3; see Mk.8:34f; Lk.9:23; 1Cor.15:31; Jms.5:16f)

C. HE WILL COMFORT US NOW AND DELIVER US FROM ALL OUR ENEMIES SHORTLY (6:10f; 7:15-17; see 1:1; 22:6; see 1Pt.4:12f; 5:9-11; 1:6,7; see Ps.94:1f)
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