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Session Report

1999 – 2000

“Therefore, I exhort the elders among you, as your fellow elder and witness of the sufferings of Christ, and a partaker also of the glory that is to be revealed, shepherd the flock of God among you, exercising oversight not under compulsion, but voluntarily, according to the will of God; and not for sordid gain, but with eagerness; nor yet as lording it over those allotted to your charge, but proving to be examples to the flock.” 

- 1 Peter 5:1-3

This past year has been busy in many and different ways for the members of your Session, however, we have been sustained by the grace of our Chief Shepherd.  The cooperation and support from the congregation continues to make our work of shepherding a joy.  We thank God for the privilege of serving Him in this capacity, for His sustaining power and for each of you that He has placed under our care.

The Session has met twenty-five times over the course of the past twelve months.  Normally, our schedule includes two meetings per month except for the summer period when we meet just once per month.  These meetings included two each with the Deacons and Deaconesses.  Special meetings are conducted, as needed.  We also do much work by phone and e-mail that enables us to be timely in the giving and receiving of information regarding our various responsibilities.  

Last fall, the Session welcomed the John Leonard household and Valerie Orr and her children into the congregation.  In December, cousins, Josiah Dahar and Sarah Dahar were baptized and the Session welcomed Jillian O’Brien and Calvin Standish to participate in the sacrament of the Lord’s Table.  Also in December, while home on military leave, Clinton Williams gave his adult profession of faith.  Abigail Plummer professed Christ before the congregation in January 2000.  We praise God for these testimonies of His faithfulness to honor His covenant.  We look forward to other such tokens of God’s grace, as the fruit of the gospel becomes manifest.

Elder John McGrath served as our delegate to the fall meeting of Presbytery, which was held in Oswego, NY.  Elder Peter Howe was appointed delegate to the spring meeting and had the privilege of examining his son Daniel, a seminary student, in the area of personal godliness.  Elder Kevin Plummer concluded his work with the Fulton congregation in May of this year and has returned to active service with the Oswego congregation.  Besides his work as our Teaching Elder, Pastor Swartz moderates over Session whenever we meet.  He also attends all of the Presbytery meetings and continues to serve on the Seminary Board of Trustees.  He is the current Moderator of Synod and will remain so until the summer of 2001 (July 14, 2001) when Synod will convene at Geneva College in Beaver Falls, Pennsylvania.  In February, Pastor Swartz, Pastor Iamaio and Elder John McGrath were called before a Presbytery Commission to give an account for their work as the Walton Commission.  After inquiring into this matter at length, the Commission, which consisted of Pastors Ed Robson, Ken Smith, Harold Harrington (moderator) and Ruling Elder George Goerner, upheld the findings of the Walton Commission Final Report.  Also, formal charges brought against the Walton Commission were found to be without warrant.  On the following day, the Presbytery Commission met in Walton to make their findings public and declared the matter closed.

In addition to our normal work, Session spent considerable time in prayer and labor this past year in the pursuit of obtaining our own church property.  It is now apparent that God has answered the prayers of the congregation.  As of this writing, we are only a few days to a formal closing on the Wesleyan Church property.  We thank God for this provision and for the graciousness of members and friends of the congregation as expressed in their prayer and financial support.

This past spring, we enjoyed the teaching and preaching of Pastor Ken Smith and Pastor Brian Coombs as they presented a seminar on evangelism.  This fall, during the celebration of our twentieth anniversary as a congregation, Pastor Harold Harrington will be teaching on the theme of “Christ’s Kingship and Our Public Testimony.”  

As you know, the work of the Session includes the unpleasant, but necessary, responsibility of church discipline.  We are pleased to report that, over the past year, the Elders convened only once to administer discipline.  May God continue to spare us from the ravages of sin.  May He be pleased to bless the means of church discipline for the “maintenance of the truth, the preservation of the purity of the church by removing offenses, by reforming offenders and by deterring others from offending,” and thereby, promote the spiritual good of all the members and adherents (Book of Discipline, Chapter I; 3, p. E-1)

Please continue praying for your Session on a daily basis.  Our work is a spiritual work and requires spiritual means to accomplish the desired ends.  (Eph.6:12; 2 Thes.3:1,2)

Also, keep in mind that your Elders are here to serve you.  Please don’t hesitate to contact us individually or as a Session, if you have need of our help.

Respectfully submitted,

John W. McGrath, Clerk of Session

Pastor-Teacher Report

September 2000

“And He gave… some as pastors and teachers for the equipping of the saints for the work of service to the building up on the body of Christ until we all attain to the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to a mature man, to the measure of the stature which belongs to the fullness of Christ.”  

- Ephesians 4:11b-13

I continue in thankful enjoyment of God’s grace to me in my person, marriage, family, work and community.  My sense of calling is still to the pastoral ministry and to the Oswego Reformed Presbyterian Church for the indefinite future.  My family and I are entering a season of great change as Nadia begins college this year with Paul and Tanya not far behind.  We very much appreciate your prayers and many encouragements.

My vocational calling from God is to serve Him in His church as a Pastor.  Like a shepherd with sheep, a Pastor leads his flock by example and word in a place of nourishment and safety.  He prays for the sheep, feeds the sheep the word and sacraments, protects them from false teachers who would destroy them with error, warns them against wandering into temptation, rescues them when they get lost and comforts them when they get hurt.  In this way, he equips them so that they can serve God in their respective vocations as well.  A Pastor’s primary work, then, is to devote himself to learn, do and teach the word of God as revealed in the Scriptures so that he and those who hear him will be saved through faithfulness to the Chief Shepherd, the Lord Jesus Christ (see Ezra 7:10; 1Tm.4:12-16).  

My basic schedule remains the same: Lord’s Day: work in worship, spiritual rest; Monday: home work; Tuesday: Bible study preparations (language, commentaries), general administration; Wednesday: Bible Study preparation (commentaries, write outline) and teaching; Thursday: sermon reading, general reading and general administration; Friday: sermon reading and writing, general administration; Saturday: finish all.  I usually begin each workday with an extended time of worship, which I consider absolutely essential to the life and work of a Pastor-Teacher.  I have had uneven success with regular physical exercise.  I appreciate your continued prayers for health, strength, courage and faithfulness.

I am thankful for my fellow-workers of the Session, Deacon and Deaconess Boards, Sabbath School Teachers, Church Secretary, nursery workers, the various Work Groups beginning to form and function and the many individuals who simply do the work that needs to be done in the congregation.  No one can do everything, but everyone must do something.  Though Work Groups are not the first or only means of service, I encourage you to find one that suits you and participate in it.  Current Work Groups (and Chairmen) include Christian Education (John O’Brien), Evangelism (Andy Curran), Facilities (John Caroccio) and Fellowship & Service (Patty MacLean).  See me if you need more information on these Work Groups.  The Session actively oversees these Work Groups.

I am very much looking forward to our getting settled in a place of our own and I fervently hope that this will happen soon.  As you see from the September-October calendar, we plan to take the month of September for this, postponing the beginning of most of our regular activities to October.  We will probably use the 20th Anniversary Celebration, which includes our Fall Seminar, as an Open House and as a beginning to our regular schedule.  Please plan to participate in the work parties that will be scheduled during September to prepare our new home and to move into it.

I am praying that the Lord will use me to bring someone to faith and baptism before the end of this year.  This is simply a concrete request for His glory and for our encouragement in the privileged duty of evangelism.  Please pray for me in this, and for yourselves in evangelism.  Karen and I are enjoying the monthly studies with our neighbors and we are encouraged in our prayers for God’s saving favor toward them.  Kevin and Mary Plummer are pursuing a similar opportunity with their immediate neighbors.  Peter Howe and Andy Curran have taught Bible studies with their colleagues and others are doing similar things.  Read, study and pray for opportunities to live and speak the simple message of the Gospel with your family, friends, coworkers and other neighbors so that God would be glorified in their salvation.  A good goal is to pray and work to invite at least one person each week to come to church with you.  Making a call on Saturday night to invite or remind people of your invitation can be helpful.  Invitation business cards are available on the information table and you can think of other tools.  I am praying that the Lord will open a door for the Gospel in the neighborhoods of our new location and at Oswego State.  We placed flyers in the new student packets at Oswego State again this fall.  The Volunteer Clergy Chaplains opportunity closed with Pastor John Love’s move from Oswego though this may be revived in some way.  I plan to continue to administrate the Lord’s Supper monthly and hope that we can be encouraged by baptisms on many of the intervening weeks.

Prayer is a growing element of my personal life and pastoral ministry.  This itself is an answer to prayer and I am praying for much more growth in this.  Please discipline yourselves to pray daily, alone and with your family, and to prepare for and participate in our times of corporate prayer.  Weekly evening worship is our primary opportunity to pray together.  Be diligent to prepare for and participate in this.  Various midweek prayer times and monthly midweek prayer meetings are further opportunities.  Get together with others of similar concerns and pray.  Are your needs many because your prayers are few?  See James 4:2b.  I plan to continue brief meditations on the Psalms in evening worship.  I hope that an earlier time for morning worship will encourage greater participation in evening worship in the coming year.

Last year, after a thorough introduction to apocalyptic literature and to The Book of Revelation, we considered the first ten chapters in the weekly teaching and preaching, taking about a half chapter each week.  We considered the subject of making disciples (i.e., The Great Commission of Matthew 28:18-20) this summer that complemented the series on being a disciple last summer.  Our immediate schedule will have to adapt to the circumstances of our facility until we are settled.  And so, I am considering a series on particular elements of discipleship (i.e., disciplines) until the Bible study begins in October.  My preparations for this series and for the Revitalization Workshop should complement each other and help me make the most efficient use of my time and energy.  We will then continue through Revelation at a half chapter per week.  This will take us through May.  I am thinking about Genesis, The Ten Commandments-Sermon on the Mount and A Harmony of the Gospels for future teaching and preaching.  Please remember that your requests for teaching and preaching are always welcome.  I will do what I can to honor them.  The recent sermon on “modesty” is an example of this.

I am disappointed that many in the congregation do not take advantage of the weekly Bible studies.  I know that you have weighty employment and family obligations, but it seems to me that every head of household must take advantage of this teaching so that they can walk and lead their family in God’s truth and righteousness.  A commitment of two hours each week seems not too much for this priority.  If there is a prohibitive deficiency in my teaching, please tell me so that I may respond accordingly.  I am commissioned to teach and cannot do otherwise, but my work, your opportunity and your money are being wasted to a considerable extent.  I think the Bible study could be very useful to Pastors, Elders, teachers and heads of households in other congregations in our area, but I don’t know how to invite them without creating a conflict in their own work.  Please respond to me on the things in this paragraph.

I did not teach a Sabbath School class last year as classes had to be held before worship and I needed to keep my focus on the preaching.  I look forward to resuming a sermon discussion class in our new facility and may add other instruction to this.  Instruction and mutual encouragement in evangelism as well as discussion of readings (e.g., in Calvin’s Institutes; on contemporary issues; etc.) are things I have in mind.

The Theological Foundations for Youth program comes up again this summer.  It is scheduled for July so that New York students can participate.  Please see the old brochures in the literature rack, as the program will be very similar to the one described there.  I will get the new information out as soon as I receive it.  If you are in high school and interested in participating, please tell me soon so I can help you reserve a spot.  We hosted participants in this program in 1999 and found it demanding but profitable.  I hope we can host a few students again.  Opportunities to host pastoral interns are coming soon as well.  Daniel Howe graduates in two years and Cliff Blair in three.  It would be great if we could host either or both of these men in an internship.  I wish we could rehabilitate the little house on City Line Road for this purpose, but it seems doubtful as we recently discovered that it is not connected to the sewer.  Any ideas?!

I continue to serve our Session as Moderator, working as contact person, scheduling our business and presiding at our meetings.  I participate in Presbytery meetings twice each year plus meetings for ordinations and other special events.  I completed various assignments for Presbytery during the past year, but am under no broad obligations at present.  The work of our Walton Commission was finally concluded.  I had the honor of serving the 1999 Synod as moderator.  Thank you for your gift to the Seminary on that occasion.  Please pray for the Lord’s blessing on my “Retiring Moderator’s Address” (119 E. Third St.?!) to the 2001 Synod on July 14.  There was no synod meeting this year due to the International Conference.  I continue to serve on the Seminary Board and its Student Services committee.  I preached at the International Conference a few weeks ago and am scheduled to participate in the leadership of the first Revitalization Workshop in October.  Your prayers were appreciated for the conference and are requested for the workshop.

I enjoy the local Pastor’s Prayer Group on Thursday mornings though I cannot participate every week.  Reformed Presbyterian Pastors in the Syracuse area are meeting quarterly for mutual encouragement in preaching, prayer, praise and provisions (i.e., lunch!).  We had our first meeting in June and it was a good start.  The preachers are scheduled oldest to youngest, so I’ll be preaching soon!

Evangelism was the theme of our Spring Seminar in April with Pastors Ken Smith and Brian Coombs teaching.  Public Testimony is the theme of our Fall Seminar, October 6-8, with Pastor Harold Harrington teaching.  I plan to arrange for a seminar with a guest speaker each fall and spring as a seasonable(!) complement to my own regular teaching and preaching.

I counsel individuals, couples and families as they request or as their needs require.  Marital counseling continues to be the most regular and most pressing need.  Sometimes, this includes evangelistic opportunities.  I participate with the other Elders in this care of the congregation and often request their assistance.  I often ask the Deacons for their help as well.  With my fellow Elders, I continue to desire and pursue a schedule of regular visitation in your homes.  Our own employment obligations, family duties and other labors as Elders make this extremely difficult.  Please pray that God will bless us with success in routine visitation during the coming year.

In my connection with the vocal music program at Oswego High School, I developed a Psalm Tune Scholarship Award.  You can see the details of this on our web site at <www.geocities.com/oswego-rpc>.  I explained our convictions of exclusive Psalmody and a cappella praise to the music theory students so that they would better understand the task.  I also provided copies of The Book of Psalms for Singing and Psalm Settings to the vocal music library.  I had the privilege of introducing a cappella Psalm singing to our community with the presentation of the award at a spring concert.  The winning composition was performed at this concert.  I anticipate that we will be able to award this scholarship for at least the next few years, as long as John Armstrong continues to teach.  I have made inquiries about teaching something like “The Bible as History and Literature” in the public schools but have not yet found an opportunity to do this.

Thank you for your continued affection and encouragement.  Please share your thoughts with me about this report, my life, my pastoral ministry and our congregation.  Please pray for me as I also pray for you.

Respectfully submitted, 

Kit Swartz, Pastor-Teacher

Deacon Board Report

September 2000

At the outset we give thanks to God, the source of all mercy, grace, discernment, wisdom and compassion, Who has given unto us the works of the ministry of mercy and the stewardship of the congregation.  We are grateful beyond description for such a mission and such a privilege.

In the ministry of mercy entrusted to us we have used alms to meet pressing needs of families and individuals during the past year.  These needs have been primarily from within the congregation, however, we have not ignored needs from the outside.  Such was the case when the congregation generously and justly made provision for Pastor Harold Harrington.  Mercy was extended where we had opportunity, discernment and provision to do so.  Further, where there was opportunity, we provided guidance and biblical counsel in questions on household budgeting and principles of giving.  As we consider our service in the light of the Scriptures, the diaconate looks forward expanding the ministry of mercy.  We challenge the congregation to follow our example in the meeting of pressing needs, which is the responsibility of the whole church and not just the deacons.

As stewards we have worked with the treasurer, prepared the annual budget in conjunction with the session, handled various maintenance issues and responded to other assignments from the session.  We expect to expand our administrative oversight in the coming year largely due to the maintenance needs of the new facility.  This will be a joyful task.

We continue to covet your prayerful support.  As in our last report, the diaconate wishes to encourage the congregation to let the deacons know if there are needs to be addressed which you are unable to satisfy yourself.  We are here and called to serve you.

Your Fellow Servants in Christ Jesus,

John Caroccio

Andy Curran

John Orcutt

David Wieners

Steve Williams, Chairman

Deaconess Board Report

August 2000

The new church year 2000 begins as we wait to take possession of our own facility.  Also, we look forward to the celebration of the twentieth anniversary of our organization as the Reformed Presbyterian Church of Oswego.  We give thanks to God, first, for His graciousness in salvation and, second, for all His abundant blessings upon our church family.

In September of last year, our Session ordained and installed Patty MacLean as our newest Deaconess. She was warmly welcomed and congratulated by the members of the deaconate and other church members at a dinner and time of fellowship that followed worship.  We thank God for adding to our number in service to Him.   

October followed with the hosting of the St. Lawrence Presbytery Meeting early in the month.  Breakfast, lunch and dinner were provided for all participants and attendees.  As always, many church women were there to help.  They gave excellent service, great food and their always dependable, organizational skills. Being watchful and timely, they worked hard to fit in with the men’s all day and into the evening agenda.  It was an interesting and rewarding day for all.

Of course, the main concern of the deaconate is mercy, both within and without the church, and there were fewer calls from outside this year, possibly due to the move from our downtown location at the Legion building to the First United Methodist Church.  We continue to pray that God will give us greater opportunities to serve, in His name, in this coming year.  While we are happy to serve the church in any manner, we do desire to have more times of sharing the gospel to the needy in our community.  Please pray with us in this.

Although we reported last year that the scheduling of Nursery Assistants had been discontinued and put emphasis on the covenant child being with parents working to include them in the worship service, we have taken up this work once again.  Patty MacLean began oversight of this task along with Joanne Howe and Deb Wieners.  From October to the present date, Jennifer Standish has handled the scheduling of the nursery helpers.  She has also very graciously taken over the care of those young ones who must accompany their parents to the Adult Bible Study on Wednesday evenings.  She has been a great help and we thank her for her consistently conscientious and caring service.  Deaconess Joanne Howe has a statement with regard to nursery, which has been added to this report.  Also, the May 2000 issue of the Covenanter Witness magazine has an excellent article dealing with helping children to worship, which seemed especially insightful.  For a copy of this article, see any of the deaconesses.

As this year begins, with worship, studies and fellowships, may God grant to us deep and abiding relationships and kind and helpful attitudes toward each other, along with a willingness to go forth when and wherever He may lead.

“They all wait for Thee, to give them their food in due season. Thou dost give to them, they gather it up; Thou dost open Thy hand, they are satisfied with good.”

- Psalm 104:27,28

“Let the glory of the Lord endure forever; Let the Lord be glad in His works;”

- Psalm 104:31

Respectfully submitted, 

Mella McGrath, Deaconess Board Chairman

Deaconess Board Report: Addendum on the Nursery

August 2000

In the past, the Reformed Presbyterian Church of Oswego and, indeed, most Reformed Presbyterian Churches have not provided a supervised nursery during the Lord’s Day worship services.  People coming from Baptist or other Evangelical backgrounds may assume that the absence of this amenity is due to a lack of personnel, a lack of families needing this service or even a lack of concern for mothers of young children.  None of these apply.

We have not had a supervised nursery because it is our belief that our children belong in the worship service; yes, even our babies.  Reformed theology places children in the worship service with their parents.  It views covenant children as a part of the church, not persons who merely attend with their parents and who may or may not have a place in worship.  Since we have taken up again the provision of a supervised nursery, please note at the bottom of our order of worship, nursery directions for parents of young children.  They are these which follow.

“We encourage you to help your children to worship.”

You are encouraged to bring your children into the worship of God so that they may take their rightful places as covenant members of the church.

“If they cannot be comforted, please use the nursery.” 

Use the nursery as a place to bring your child for admonition and encouragement for return to the worship service.  Do not let the nursery become a reward for misbehavior.  When they are quieted, bring them back.

“If they cannot be comforted after a second attempt to bring them into worship, we encourage you to leave them with the helper in the nursery.”

For the sake of order and for the peace of others engaged in worship, we ask that parents not bring their children back and forth repeatedly.  First, attempt to quiet your child in the service, if possible.  Also, take time during the week to prepare your child for worship.  Family worship is an excellent time to train your child to be still and listen – they should recognize the sound of prayer and the singing of God’s praise through hearing it in their homes daily.

“An intercom is set up so that you may worship if you choose to remain in the nursery.”

If you would like to stay in the nursery with your child, be aware that the intercom is there to enable you and the nursery helper to listen to what you can of the sermon.  Please be considerate of other adults in the nursery and do not use the time for conversation outside of what is required to keep order and care for the children.  

Thank you for keeping these principles and practices in mind as we pray and labor for God to bless our thousandth generation of those who love Him and keep His commandments! (see Deuteronomy 7:9) 

Respectfully submitted,

Joanne Howe, Deaconess

Church Treasurer’s Report

August 2000

The past year has been more challenging for your treasurer than previous years.  Due to transfers of membership and changes in employment, total receipts from tithes, offerings and alms declined.  However, several expenses were smaller than budgeted.  Also, several major expenses were prefunded from the prior year’s surplus.  Overall, this has caused more frequent cash flow problems than the previous year.  The church’s bills have been paid in a timely manner.  However, payments of the pastor’s compensation have been delayed.

The treasurer met with the session and Deacon Board several times to discuss church finances.  Due to the relatively small size of the deficit thus far, no changes to the church budget were made.  The budget will continue to be tracked by the Treasurer and discussed with the Session and Deacon Board. 

The Lord greatly blessed fundraising efforts for the new church building.  Approximately $50,000 was raised from the members and friends of the congregation both near and far.  This, combined with grants and low interest loans from Synod, will keep our monthly costs at approximately the same level as rent paid in recent years. 

I would like to thank Deacon John Orcutt and Elder Peter Howe for assistance they have provided to me.

Sincerely,

Billy G. Bock

Treasurer

Secretary’s Report

August 2000

This was my third year as Church Secretary and it was a rather quiet year for me in regards to my secretarial duties.  I regret that my family life has been much more complicated this year with the remodeling of our house and anticipated move.  This has been a huge burden on my time as well as my devotion to my secretarial work this year.  My goal for this approaching year is to settle into our new home soon.  Ultimately, I desire to have more time to devote to my work as Church Secretary, as well as to more regular participation in worship and congregational happenings.

Last year ended with the start of an exciting new project, our church web page!  This has been an interesting and challenging project.  This web site started with a few simple pages and grew into a detailed and useful tool.  Kit was a tremendous help in providing me with many wonderful ideas for new pages as well as text for this site.  Kit has made available to me the weekly sermon and Bible Study outlines.  These outlines are available online to review or download.  Our worship schedule, and much other important information about our congregation, is available on the Internet.  I look forward to developing our web site further as it is a unique opportunity to express our thoughts and views as a congregation.  Please visit us on the web at:  http://www.geocities.com/oswego-rpc.

This past spring, we changed the monthly Staff Meetings to 9 a.m. on the second Saturday morning of the month in the hope of boosting attendance.  We invited all Work Group chairmen and other staff members to participate, but our attendance remained low.  Nevertheless, the meetings were very useful as they are a wonderful opportunity to share ideas and get feedback on projects and upcoming events.  I invite and encourage all Work Group chairmen and staff members to seriously consider taking this time just once a month to participate.  Please contact Pastor Swartz or me with your ideas, suggestions or concerns and we will address these items at our next meeting.  Better yet, come and participate!

My work as Church Secretary is not possible without the help of key people.  Kit continues to encourage me by being available and willing to help.  He is patient and has been especially considerate to provide information by deadline.  I appreciate and enjoy the opportunity to work with Kit.

Terrill Curran continues to be a very positive assistant with the prayer list.  Terrill lived in Schenectady much of the year but kept me up to date on prayer items through email.  Thank you Terrill!

Special thanks to Deaconess Joanne Howe for being my replacement when I am unable to do my work.  Joanne has been on call numerous times this year to fill in for me and has done a fantastic job.  Joanne provides me the opportunity to relax and take time off from my work.  I always know the bulletins and announcements are in very competent hands during my absence.  Thank you, Joanne, for being such a tremendous help.

In the upcoming year, I look forward to continue to my work as Secretary and I am extremely thankful for the opportunity to work with Kit and the whole congregation.  My main objective in this new year is to work harder at my secretarial tasks, to have more free time for this work and to continue to serve God and His People through Him using the skills He has given me.  My desire is that my dedication and work will reflect my love for Christ and that His name will be glorified in all that I accomplish.

Respectfully Submitted,

Meg Berardi, Church Secretary

Christian Education Work Group Report

September 2000

“That the generation to come might know, even the children yet to be born, that they may arise and tell them to their children, that they should put their confidence in God, and not forget the works of God, but keep His commandments…”

- Psalm 78:5-7

Christian Education Work Group

This Work Group organized and began its work last year.  The goal is to redesign our overall Christian Education program in order to make sure that by the time our children leave our homes, they are well instructed in Bible content, Bible doctrine, Church History and the disciplines of the Christian Life.  We are assuming that each child has the benefit of daily family worship.  If you need help with this, please speak to any Elder.  We also hope to incorporate a comprehensive adult program that would have classes that introduce these same areas, another series of classes that survey them more completely and a third set of classes that penetrate them more thoroughly.  This is a mammoth project, but very much needed and desired.  We hope to make some progress this year and to begin implementation next year.  This year’s junior high and senior high programs anticipate some of these things by pursuing a series of short seminars on various subjects.  If the Lord burdens your heart for the Work of this Group, please speak to Chairman John O’Brien about participating.

Sabbath School Classes

Jennifer Standish (nursery), Terrill Curran, Karen Swartz, Patty MacLean (preschool), Peter Rounds (grades 1-3), Jane O’Brien (grades 4-6), John O’Brien (junior high) and Steve Standish (senior high) taught our children during the past year.  We used the LiFE (Learning in Faith Everyday) in the preschool and grades classes, the junior highs studied church history and the senior highs studied Psalm 2, Proverbs and Matthew’s Gospel.  Elders Peter Howe and John McGrath conducted the Adult Sabbath School class during the past year with teaching assistance from various people.  A book on marriage and one on parenting were studied in response to a request for instruction on these subjects.  Holding classes before worship seemed to make participation difficult for some.

We plan to return to the Bible Way curriculum for the younger classes in the coming year as the teachers found this superior to the LiFE curriculum.  Kevin Plummer will oversee the Adult Classes.  Pastor Swartz will teach a class (see his report) and other classes will be provided also.  John O’Brien will oversee the Senior High Class and the Junior High Class, arranging for seminar series on various subjects for each group.  Be prepared to be asked to teach a series to one or both groups!  Note that classes will not begin until October, as we need to get settled in our new facility.  See the September-October calendars for details.  See the appendices for the Sabbath School Roster for 2000-2001.

Respectfully submitted, 

Pastor Kit Swartz, Sabbath School Superintendent

Fellowship Work Group Report

September 2000

“…speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in all aspects into Him, who is the head, even Christ, from whom the whole body, being fitted and held together by that which every joint supplies, according to the proper working of each individual part, causes the growth of the body for the building up of itself in love.”

 - Ephesians 4:15,16

“…let us consider how to stimulate one another to love and good deeds, not forsaking our own assembling together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another; and all the more, as you see the day drawing near.”

 – Hebrews 10:24,25

What a pleasure it was to watch the many skillful kids, teens and adults at our last annual talent night!  The performances were wonderful as were the arts and crafts, and it was great to marvel at and taste the scrumptious desserts made for our enjoyment.  Thanks to all who participated in this event that gave everyone such a very pleasant evening.  Special thanks go to John O’Brien for all the planning and time consuming work he put into making the night a great success.  Thanks also to James MacLean and his crew for heading the stage management and to Jenn Standish for all the help with set up and decorations.

New Years Eve was extra special this year as we brought in the New Year with games, laughter, food, more laughter and more food!  As midnight approached, we made the transition from old year to new year with Psalm-singing and prayer.  Thank you, Joanne, for heading this up.  It was great!

We had one other fellowship time of Game Night.  We all had a very nice evening of fun, talking, eating and playing games.  If you play Rummy with Karen Swartz or Deb Standish, watch out, they’re good! 

With the new season ahead of us, we need to come together often for fellowship as a church family.  We need these times of fellowship to build each other up, to encourage and love one another and just to have some fun together!  We have many events planned for the coming year including a harvest festival, a camp outs for kids, campfire singing, volleyball matches between churches and seminars.  Stay tuned for details and pay close attention to the monthly calendars.

I pray that we all will be able to share in the joy of each other’s company this season in fellowship. 

“And day by day continuing with one mind in the temple, and breaking bread from house to house, they were taking their meals together with gladness and sincerity of heart, praising God, and having favor with all the people. And the Lord was adding to their number day by day those who were being saved.”

- Acts 2:46,47

“…that there should be no division in the body, but that the members should have the same care for one another.”

- 1 Corinthians 12:25

Respectfully Submitted,

Patty MacLean, Fellowship Work Group Chairman

Music Work Group Report

August 2000
Once again we will be saying good-bye to one of our precentors.  Nadia Swartz will be going off to college and will be missed by all.  We wish her well and hope that she will return often.  If there is anyone interested in precenting or learning to precent please see me.

The precenting schedule for the coming year is as follows:

September - Peter Howe 

October - Mara Howe 

November - Debby Standish 

December - Peter Howe 

January - Mara Howe 

February - Debby Standish 

March - Peter Howe 

April - Mara Howe 

May - Debby Standish 

June - Peter Howe 

July - Mara Howe 

August - Debby Standish

Respectively Submitted,

Debby Standish, Music Work Group Chairman

Individual Reports

August 2000
Frank Louis Soranno

Accomplishment

Achieved moving into an apartment as a rental from one of my brothers in the Oswego Congregation; John O'Brien through receiving his e-mail of rental opening which I accepted and acted upon during March of this year. This achieved with help by remaining employed through a local position in food retailing as a maintenance worker with same company during the previous six years. I have adjusted to living in a self-sustaining single life style while remaining unmarried and divorced with the encouragement of the congregation.

Attendance

Remaining with the previous year's Bible Study classes on Wednesday night; my writing on a basis of responses to studies after attending these classes have been submitted and consistent with topics that have been introduced and expanded with sermons each week. The growth in understanding is slow however with practicing psalmody and prayer through my private and public worship. It could be that my application of the sermon and study is self-realized only after a great deal of effort and hard work within the year.  Planning to continue in this pursuit with attendance through the next year with God's help and providence; this may lead to greater progress.

Acknowledgement

Thanks to the help of regular advice and council on my financial matters as well as life issues; I'd like to gratefully acknowledge the help of elders and deacons of the Oswego Congregation who working with me; Peter and Joanne Howe have been both good direction and help with the two points above on attendance and accomplishment. I'd like to thank the Lord as well gratefully acknowledging those who attend on Him for my life being directed so far this past year and look forward to the same in the upcoming one.
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Sabbath School Roster

September 2000

If there are errors in this roster or you would like to change the arrangements for your child/ren, please speak to Pastor Swartz.

Nursery

Teacher: Krista Dahar

Students: Wesley Dahar, Frankie Dahar, Audrey Standish, Josiah Dahar, 

    Jacqueline O'Brien

Preschool & Kindergarten

Teacher: Karen Swartz, Patty MacLean

Students: Seth Dahar, Zachary Dahar, Richie Smiedy

Grades 1-3

Teacher: Peter Rounds

Students: Jillian O’Brien, Calvin Standish, Jeremy Smiedy, Heather Rounds, Danny Rounds

Grades 4&5

Teacher: Jane O’Brien

Students: Sam Austin, Jordana O’Brien, Joel Bock, David Howe, Katie Berardi, 

Ruth Kazulak, Jeremiah Leonard, Andrea Smiedy

Junior High (Grades 6-8)

Teacher: John O’Brien, coordinator

Students: Carolyn Austin, Jenny O’Brien, Rachel Standish, Chas Berardi, 

Rachel Kazulak, Joshua Leonard, Tanya Swartz

Senior High (Grades 9-12)
Teacher: John O’Brien, coordinator

Students: Sallie Austin, Jesse O’Brien, Jolie O’Brien, Mara Howe, Martha Standish, Matthew Hipkens, Andrew Kazulak, Christine Rounds, Patricia Rounds, 

Paul Swartz, Patrick Vrooman

Fellowship Dinner Host Schedule

September 2000

Month
Hosts

September
2000
Kazulak/O'Brien/Soranno

October
2000
Howe/McGrath

November
2000
O'Brien/Swartz

December
2000
Austin/MacLean 

January
2001
Plummer/Roarick/Soranno

February
2001
O'Brien/Vrooman

March
2001
Berardi/Howe

April
2001
Caroccio/Bock/ MacLean

May

2001
Leonards/Wieners

June

2001
Rounds/Williams

September
2001
Howe/McGrath

October
2001
Kazulak/Standish

Hosts have the following responsibilities:

1. Plan menu, prepare and post sign-up sheet

2. Set up for dinner

3. Act as servers

4. Clean up after dinner

5. If you cannot serve during your designated month, please arrange for a replacement.  Switching months with someone often works well.

23
Page 2
2000-2001 Annual Reports        The Reformed Presbyterian Church   Oswego, New York        September 2000


