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  I. PREPARATIONS
A. PRAISE & PRAYER (Please pray for the Lord’s Blessing on the Teaching & Preaching! see 2Th.1:11,12; 3:1; Eph.6:19,20; Col.4:2-4)

sing Psalm 2, 110; 19B; any of 119

B. SCHEDULE

February 9: Thyatira & Sardis

16: Philadelphia & Laodicea

23: Monthly Prayer Meeting

March     1: God’s Heavenly Throne (Rev.4; see 5; see Ps.103:19f)

C. READ: Revelation 2:18-3:6

D. IMPRESSIONS, QUESTIONS & PETITIONS

E. CLARIFICATION

 II. THE LETTER TO THE CHURCH IN THYATIRA (2:18-28)

A. INTRODUCTION (18)

1. What common elements of introduction are here and what is their significance?

2. How does the Lord identify Himself here?

a. Where does the first part of this come from? (see 1:9-18; Dan.7:13,9f; 10:6; Ezk.1:7)

b. What statement does John make about Christ? (1:13; see Dan.7:13,9f; Jn.1:18)

3. How are these attributes appropriate to the church in Thyatira? (see 19,23b; see Dt.23:14)

see Zech.4:10?

eyes see; feet walk; therefore must be holy

B. BODY (19-25)

1. How is the body of the letter introduced?  (19; see 2,13,19,3:1,8,15; see Mt.5:16)

2. What is the commendation?  (19; constrast 2:4!; see 1Th.4:1,10)

3. What is the condemnation?  (20)

a. What is the significance of this introduction? (20a, see 4,14; see Ezk.5:8; 21:3; etc.)

b. What is the basic problem? (20b; see 14f; see 1Cor.5:7f)

allowing evil to persist in the congregation unaddressed

c. Is there any possible significance to the description of Jezebel? (20; see 1Tm.2:12)

not “the man Balaam”

yet not nec. significant

d. Who was Jezebel? (1Kngs.16:29-33; see 1Kngs.16-21; 2Kngs.9)

e. How does this description fit the person?  (20,21; 1Kngs.16:31f; 21:25,26)

f. Compare this with v.14.  What is similar? different?

idolatry (Baal) and immorality (Asherah) =? Balaam and Jezebel?; beast and the woman? 

g. How, then, is this name used? (20; see 14,15,13)

symbolically, as the other proper names

1) Compare 2:13,19 with 13:9; 14:12 and 3:2-4 with 16:15

2) Compare 2:20,21 with 18:3,9; 23 and 2:22,23 with 18:4,8 and 2:23 with 18:6

3) What do you conclude?

see Beale, p.262; i.e., link of word & sign

h. What is the nature of her claims? (20; see 2,9)

“calling oneself” = not really what say you are

i. How has the Lord dealt with her and how has she responded? (21; see Rom.2:4; see Jer.,Ezek.)

j. Therefore, what will He now do? (22,23; see 17:2; 18;3; see  Ezk.33:27,29)

her sick, consorts afflict, children kill

B,264n127; Ezk.: repent, unrepent; “kill in death… then they will know…”

k. How is the justice of this judgment evident? (22a)

bed of sin, bed of death

l. What still remains true?  (22b; see Jer.,Ezek.; see Heb.9:27)

m. What is the purpose and result of judgment? (23; see Ezk.33:27,29; and 6:7,etc.! 39:28)

n. What is the means of judgment?  (23; see 18a; see Rom.2:16; Jn.5:22,27)

searching eyes of the Son of God; all judgment into His hand

o. What is the object and measure of judgment? (23; see Ps.62:12; Pr.24:12; Jer.17:10; see 3,11; Rom.2:6; 2Tm.4:14; Rev.18:6; 20:12,13)

p. Is everyone in the congregation under this condemnation? (24)

q. What do they not hold to? (24, see 20f)  What is this? 

1) see 2:9; 2Cor.11:14

2) or see Rev. 11:7; 13:1; 17:8; see 9:1,2)

r. What does he “burden” them with? (24; see Acts 15:28,29; 19,10; note contrast with v.22)

3. What is the exhortation? (25; see 3:11; see 2:5,16)

hold on to; until I come (end and/or, more prob., intermed.)

C. CONCLUSION (26-28)

1. How is overcoming defined here? (25b, see 25a)

2. What is to be overcome? (25; see 20f)

3. Who is an example of this? (see 1Kngs.18:19f; see Rev.2:20)

4. What is promised to those who overcome? (26-28a; see Ps.2; see Rev.3:21; Eph.2:5f; Col.3:1f)

5. What else is promised?  (28b; 22:16; 2Pt.1:17-19; see Is.11:1; Num.24:14-20)

6. How is the conclusion, in this case, ended? (29)  What is the significance of it?

D. DISCUSSION

1. What is the focus of judgment? (19,23)  What is therefore of great importance?  (20,24)

works, teaching

2. Summarize the situation in the church in Thyatira?

3. How does all this apply to the Oswego RP congregation?

III. THE LETTER TO THE CHURCH IN SARDIS (3:1-6)

A. INTRODUCTION (1)

1. What are the standard elements of general introduction and their significance?

2. How does the Lord personally introduce Himself here?

a. Where have we seen this before?

Ephesus

b. What does this suggest?

a lighting problem

c. What are “the seven Spirits”? (1a,1b; see 1:20; 4,5; 4:5)

the Holy Spirit in continuity of labor with the angels; i.e., an intentional ambiguity to cover both?

in Trinitarian context = the Holy Spirit; in church context, angels

B. BODY (2-5)

1. What is known here? (1c; see 2:2,19; 3:8,15)

Ephesus, Thyatira: works commended!  only Sardis and Laodicea are works condemned

note live/dead at center; contradiction is the focus

2. What is meant by “dead? (1c; see Eph.2:1f) 

3. What is missing compared to most other letters?! (1c; see 3:15; hint: what is the general structure of the body of the letters?)

commendation, condemnation, exhortation

commendation! see 

4. What is the Lord’s initial command? (2a; see Mt.26:41=Mk.14:38; see Lk.21:34,35; see 1Pt.5:8)

5. What is an essential part of this obedience? (see Mt.26:41=Mk.14:38; Lk.21:34,35; Col.4:2)

1

6. How is obedience described here? (2b; Lk.22:32; see Rev.3:20; Acts 26:6,22; see Mk.13:9,context!)

root in isthmi: stand; i.e., lampSTAND; public witness; ready to speak when called upon to do so; see Rev.3:20; Acts 26:6,22

7. Why is this particularly urgent? (2b)

gangrene! dead and dying!

8. What is restated and how is it explained?  (2c; see Heb.10:36; Mt.10:22&24:13(Mk.13:13); see Gal.6:9; Lk.14:30)

quit! Lk.14:30  began and not finish

9. Who says their works are not finished? (2c)

10. What is the summary of the exhortation? (3b)

11. How is this to be done? (3a; see 2:5; see 2:26; 3:10; 12:17,etc; 22:7,9)

2:5, remember; 2:26; keep to the end! (overlapping themes; confirms to all churches)

12. What is the consequence of disobedience to the Lord’s command? (3c; see Mt.24:42-44; 1Th.5:2; 2Pt.3:10)

a. What is different about the use of the imagery here from the other references? (3c; see Mk.8:38; 9:7; 14:62; note: continuity of history-prophecy-apocalyptic: past-present-final; see “visit”, “visitation”; e.g., Ps.89:32; see Ps.96:13; 98:9)

there unconditional; here conditional

“coming” begun, continuing and will conclude; prophecy as present and nearer future

13. What is the ironic contrast between the command and the warning?

if you don’t watch out against Satan as a lion, temptation and sin, you will have to watch out for Christ coming as a thief, judgment and death

14. What is the qualification here and how is this different than the other letters?

usually obedience qualified with exception; but here disobedience qualified with exception

a. How is this connected with the foregoing? (4; see 1)

b. What OT theme is evident here? (see Rom.9;27; 11:5; Is.10;20f; Jer.6:9; etc.)

remnant

15. How are these an exception? (4)

16. What is meant by “stain”? (4a; see 14:4,6-9; see 2:14,20,21; see 1Cor.8:7; 2:Cor.7:1; see Jer.2:22; 1Tm.6:14; 2Pt.2:13 with 14f!)
17. What is the consequence of this? (4b; see Gen.5:22,24; 6:9; Rev.19:14; see Mk.9:3)

with outws in v.5 this seems to be a consequence in anticipation of the promise in v.5

walk with God: Genesis

Mk.9:3 – His clothes, disciples enveloped in His cloud

C. CONCLUSION (5,6)

1. What are the standard elements of conclusion here? (5,6)

2. What is to be overcome here? (1b-3; see 4)

dying in sin; incomplete repentance, obedience; be like remnant who have not fallen into sin

3. What blessings are promised to obedience? (5)

note: overcoming, now wearing; overcome to the end, wear in the end; i.e., begun, continuing and to be completed

a. ___________ (5a; see Dan.11:35; 12:10,1; see Zech.3;5,6; also see Gen.41:42; 1Chr.15:27 (Rev.18:16); see Lev.16:32; see Ezk.9:2; Mk.16:5; Rev.15:6; see Rev.19:8; Mt.22:11)

clothing

Dan., see Beale 277m278

Joseph, David (harlot); priests, angels 

office, victory (nikos!) see crown; festival (see marriage garments)

b. ____________ (5b; see 4a,1b; see 13:8; 17:8; 20:12,15; 21:27; Phil.4:3; Lk.10:20; Heb.12:23)

name: reinforces idea of victory, reward

book of life vs. books of judgment Rev.20:12,13; Dan.12:1,2; 7:10ff

parallels in Revelation: blot out = not written

1) What is the theme in all these references? 

2) What is the issue with “name”? (1,4,5a,5b)

true/false name; written, not written

3) What is not in mind then? (see 1Jn.2:19; see Phil.1:6) 

assurance vs. warning

4) What is the point of erasure? (see 2Pt.1:10,11) 

greater earnestness in self-examination, repentance and perseverance in order to enter and not drop in the wilderness!

c. ____________ (5c; see Mt.10:32=Lk.12:8; see 2Tim.2:12)

1) How does this shed light on the previous question (book; see Rev.2:13; Jn.1:20) 

ie parallel: not blot out but confess; i.e., confess, not deny

d. What is the difference in the use of the book metaphor between Ex.32:32,33; Ps.69:28; 139:16 and the NT use? (see Lk.10:20) 

roll of those living on earth vs. roll of those registered in heaven (see NBD?)

4. How is the final call particularly appropriate? (6; see 3; see 1Th.1:6; 2:13)

Thes. = dexomai; but here with akouw, esp. with v.6 = same depth of reception

D. DISCUSSION

1. What is the focus of judgment? (1,2)  

works, sound teaching like Ephesus and unlike Pergamum and Thyatira

2. Summarize the situation in the church in Sardis?  What church is it especially similar to?

3. How does all this apply to the Oswego RP congregation?

IV. PRAYER

Nadia: nose bleed last night; last rehearsal tonight; performances Friday & Saturday; Berklee still not get voice teacher’s recommendation; S/call in next few days

John, Nick & I meet with new Walton Commission Friday afternoon; they meet with people in Walton on Saturday!!!

Justin (SUCO); Jason Thomas (Mitzi)

Fellowship Dinner: Selvaggios; Evangelism WG (Kevin, Andy); Justin, Jason, (SwartzNBS); 

Children’s Story Hour: resume

FOR NEXT WEEK’S STUDY: READ Revelation 3-5

and KEEP A LIST of your observations, questions & petitions.

REMINDER: BIBLE STUDY SERVING SUGGESTIONS

1. Review In Personal Devotions On Thursday (see Acts 17:11; Ps.143:5)

2. Pass to Wife & Children in Family Worship on Thursday or Friday 

(1Cor.14:35; Eph.6:4; Dt.6:6; Ps.78:1f; OR even bring wife & children to Bible study, if possible)

3. Bring Family To Worship On The Lord’s Day (Heb.10:25; Ps.122:1f)

4. Live Out, Tell Friends, Invite Friends to Follow You in Following Christ (ie, know-do-teach; see Ezra 7:10; see Eph.4:11,12)

NOTE:  PLANS (see James 4:13-17)

1. Revelation series may continue into or even through 2000-2001

2. Genesis?  The Parables?  The Eschatological Discourses of the Gospels?
II. THE LETTER TO THE CHURCH IN PERGAMUM (2:12-17)

A. INTRODUCTION (  )

1. 

B. BODY (  )

1. 

C. CONCLUSION (  )

1.

D. DISCUSSION

1. Summarize the situation in the                congregation.

2. How does all this apply to the Oswego RP congregation?
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