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This is not an in-depth history of the Jews. I'nt napable or qualified to attempt
such a work. Rather, it's for those of us who hawiperficial or even less understanding
of the Jews as a people, myself included.

The myth and the facts are not my own. | read aticheted what | thought was
interesting from:

The Jews by Howard Fast

A History of the Jews by Solomon Grayzel and

The Bible as History by Werner Keller

. Abraham and his Sons

About 4000 years ago, the world of the Nile, Tigmsl Euphrates Rivers, referred
to as the “Fertile Crescent,” the peaceful, prospercivilized land of Mesopotamia,
Syria, and Palestine, was suddenly attacked byelsanflnomadic tribes of Semitic stock
from the Arabian Desert. Wave after wave of the Ataee, “Westerners” as their name
implied, surged against these kingdoms until thalapsed.

The Amorites founded their own states and dynasfié® one that became
supreme was Babylonia. Its sixth king was the fasnanse King Hammurabi.

Meanwhile, one of these Semitic tribes, a smalligmficant group of no

importance, was the family of Abraham, forefathiethe Jews.



The old patriarch, Terah, took his son Abram, ligng wife Sarah, their son Lot,
and all of the relatives and left the city of Urtbe Chaldees. The caravan traveled 600
miles to the land of Canaan, the land promised g according to the Bible.

Theirs was not the only tribe living in the desdihere were hundreds of them.
Life was hard and bitter. These tribe were linkeio ia loose confederation.

Our interest lies with a tribe who called themsslV&he Children of Israel” or
“B’nai —Yisrael”.

And so the story goes. These wanderers went dovigypt and because there
was famine in the land, Abraham asked the Pharaohpérmission to live on the
outskirts of Egypt where everything was green amerne cattle could graze. Here they
lived for many generations until the Egyptians ¢uahly enslaved them.

Abraham’s wife Sarah was barren. It was importéiat 8 man should have an
heir. Sarah agreed for Abraham to take Hagar, &eopal maid, as his concubine to live
with, so that she might bear him a son. This sdeadd his name was Ishmael.

Of course, Sarah was very jealous. The story duastiiree angels came to see
Abraham and told him that Sarah, who was 90, winalgoregnant and bear him a son.
Abraham was 100 at the time. Sarah began to langlhe angels said that God could do
anything.

So, little Isaac was born. Now Sarah demandedAbetham drive Hagar and her
unruly son away into the desert to eventually 8ieme local tribes found them and saved
them. But God was with this boy, and Ishmael toocabee a father of a nation, for the
Arabs are his descendants.

The day came when God told Abraham to take his saly, whom he loved so
much, to the land of Moriah and sacrifice him asuant offering. God was testing his
faith. At the very last moment, God stopped Abralsahand as he raised his knife. The
awful ordeal was over.

Soon after this test on Mt. Moriah, Abraham andd¢saent home to Hebron in
the land of Canaan. Sarah died. He purchased a pécproperty, the cave of
Machphelah, a tomb in which to bury his dead. tmeti he was laid beside his wife in the
cave. His son Isaac, and his wife Rebekah as wdheir son, Jacob and his wife, Leah

are also laid to rest there.



Isaac’s wife Rebekah was a terrible schemer. Steahather son, Esau, but she
favored Jacob. Esau was the rightful heir to Isaastate. Isaac was old and blind, and
she substituted Jacob to receive, his, Isaac’sibigsEsau was a hunter, a powerful hairy
man. Jacob was a puny boy. She covered Jacob’svatmbair and told Isaac that it was
Esau. Isaac’s perplexing statement is well knowine"* voice is the voice of Jacob, but
the arms are the arms of Esau.” Having trickeddsadhis manner, Jacob had to flee to
another land, fearing Esau’s wrath.

Many years later, he returned and made peace vathrbther. He received the
name of “Israel” from God. The nation was called t&hildren of Israel” after him.

Jacob had twelve sons from whom evolved the twklises of Israel. They were
Reuben, Simeon, Levi, Judah, Zebulun, Issachar, Bad, Asher, Naphtali, Joseph and
Benjamin.

Apparently, Joseph was Isaac’s favorite son, bechissfather outfitted him with
a beautiful coat of many colors and sent him witbd for his brothers where they were
grazing the sheep. The sight of him in his new ewafered them to the point of killing
him. Judah was against it. However, they threw imto a deep pit, smeared the blood of
a sheep on his coat and told their father he witsdkiby a lion. Jacob mourned for his
son. Benjamin was still a baby and wasn’t parhefd¢onspiracy.

A caravan found Joseph and sold him to the Egyptsma slave. While he was in
captivity, he interpreted Pharaoh’s dream aboutmsdean cows devouring seven fat
cows, meaning that there would be seven fruitfudrgefollowed by seven years of
famine. If the Pharaoh would store the harvest ftbengood years, he would make “big
bucks” when the famine comes. It did come to passthe Pharaoh was grateful, made
Joseph his minister of finance, and gave him higgtger in marriage.

There was great famine in the land and Jacob sgrsons to Egypt to buy grain.
Joseph was a prince now and his brothers didndgmize him, but he recognized them.
He sold them the grain, but gave instructions sz@la golden goblet in one of the sacks.
They left and Joseph sent soldiers to arrest tleenstéaling. They were in great agony.
That's when he said to them, “I am Joseph, youthemd’ He told them to go and bring

their old father, Jacob, and their younger broBemjamin whom he loved dearly.



This is how the Jews found themselves in EgyptyTived there and prospered
in the land of Goshen for hundreds of years. Nobtlothey aroused jealousy of the
Egyptian people and the Pharaohs, who enslaved th@enstruct their pyramids. Thus,
it seems, that the Jews lived there about 600 y#aee hundred in luxury and peace and

three hundred in slavery.

II. Moses

Now we must tell the story of the man called Mo&®ghout him there would not
be a Jewish nation. | cannot and won't attempt étaitl the often told and much
romanticized story of the Exodus. What becomesesxtits that cruel difficulty of life in
the desert created disappointment and regret duirlg Egypt. Moses knew that this
generation would be unfit to gain the Promised Lddd knew that it would be a new
generation capable of fighting and would be desgraf Eretz-Yisrael. The only one fit
to enter this land of the old generation would éghiia who would be in command of the
army. Even Moses was not permitted to enter. Heaméig allowed to see it and then he
died.

Moses gave the world laws and a code of ethics thahis very day, shapes the
thinking of our world. His Ten Commandments areepted by all civilizations.

They were a powerful group who left Egypt underlwgeanners, one for each of
the twelve sons of Jacob. They invaded Palestmieabited by a people called the
Philistines.

How these tribes looked with envy at this land oféepn pastures - the land of
“Milk and Honey”! How they looked back at their owniserable existence on the cruel,
stony bareness of the desert! But, these richee well guarded by disciplined armies
and strong walled cities. The Canaanites, a welsskd, well-fed, cultured, civilized
people, living behind their strong walls, lookingthe wanderers and seeing their black
tents, made up a name for this group, “lvrim”, ervae now know them “Hebrews”,
which means “those who come from the other siddiirst and hunger drove them to
desperation and they matched their inferior armairsg the well-trained armored
soldiers. Sometimes, with desperate courage, thmydwin a battle. Most times, they

would die from thirst and hunger. In time, they aiced the iron sword, horses, and



bronze chariots that gave them great mobility theyer had. All this exploded into

motion and the well-disciplined Philistine soldidseoke and fled. The walls stopped
them, but they gained the fertile valleys. We Istaries of how Joshua made the walls of
Jericho fall down. Eventually they found a way. 3&ebattles continued for many
generations.

The largest tribe of all was the tribe of Judah were known as the Judabhites,
the “Yehdudim” - the “Jews”.

A priest by the name of Samuel appointed the §rsat war chief of the B'nai-
Yisrael. He was Saul.

In time, Samuel began to hate Saul. After Saul leiedhree sons died in battle,
the old priest gave his blessing to a young Jews&hwame was David. He was an
extraordinary man. There is a legend that he kilBiath, a Philistine giant. David
played a string instrument and composed psalmsva$ea poet and a singer. He married
King Saul’'s daughter. He conquered the Philistifés.made friends of the Phoenicians
and for the next 500 years, Jewish cargo and Jesasbrs sailed all over the known
world, establishing a network of trade and colomesvery land.

David was not Moses. Moses was a giant, larger lifgmoble and beyond lust.
David was a man of flesh. He lusted, whored, lied aheated. He was brilliant and
gifted, and the Jews loved him as he was.

His son, Solomon, inherited the wealth that Dawiduamulated. He built and
completed the first temple in Jerusalem. He wakedahe copper king. We know how
important Solomon’s copper mines were and his etablere famous. Jews had to have
heroes, so Solomon became the “Wise King”. Hisdathas more creative and brilliant.
Besides, any man that gathers for him a thousamdsaoesn’t show good sense.

The southern kingdom was called Judea, named #®rtribe of Judah who
remained true to God. The land to the north, noavkmas Samaria, was the land of the
other tribes who were lost to us because they didatlow God’s and Moses’ teachings.
This is why we’re called Yehudim, Judeans, Yiddéuaden, and finally Jews. However,
the prophets who spoke against the forsaking of @exe from the northern kingdom.
Theirs were a response to power and evil. The neeh conquered by Assyria. The

kingdom of Judah existed for three hundred yeans; to be conquered in the end by



Babylonia. Eighteen kings ruled Judeah after Soloriitie king of Babylonia took about
35,000 Jews as exiles for seventy years until thesigén emperor, Cyrus, freed them.
Forty thousand Jews chose to return to Jerusalehicaty thousand chose to remain in
Babylon. These became wealthy merchants and semntares as far as India. Babylon
became the center of Jewish culture and wealthpldee where the Talmud was written.
It was much easier for those that remained in Babynd other Persian cities than for
those that returned to Palestine. Jerusalem wasda@mnd a burned out ruin. For seventy
years, every wandering band of Bedouins, every lofihénk robbers and outlaws looted
Jerusalem. It was a ghost city. The returned efdesd an overwhelming job to rebuild
the ruined Temple. A sense of hopelessness, dondchdafeat overtook them. Word
reached Babylon of their failure. At this point,awnen of influence begged the Persian
Emperor to grant them leave to help the exiles@wee the bad situation in Jerusalem.
One was an aristocrat, Nehemiah, and the otherawasestly man called Ezra.
Together, they set about solving the many problegrteok to rebuild the ruined, empty
city and to rebuild the Temple. For a hundred yeamnore, the Jews lived in peace and
enjoyed the protection of Persia. Then, it all cdman end. A new conqueror appeared

and destroyed Persia’s huge army. It was Alexatise6reat.

[1l. Alexander the Great and the Maccabees

Alexander came to the throne of Greece in 336 BI€ was brilliant, dynamic,
and had an enormous drive for power. He conqudredatmy of Darius Il of Persia,
who had control of the area that is now Turkey.xAleder conquered Egypt, Turkey,
Iran, Irag, Jordan, Syria, Lebanon, Israel, Arand India, by the time he died at the age
of thirty-three. His followers admired the Jews amere receptive to the Jewish concept
of God. For a hundred and fifty years, Jews andBggptian-Greeks lived in peace,
mutual respect, and benefit. Once again, Jewisbratgrgoes and Jewish sailors sailed
on Phoenician ships. Jewish synagogues and colom&s established in faraway
countries like Carthage, Spain and even Britain.

Jewish language shifted from Hebrew to Aramaiavds probably the language

of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. It soon replaced édeland was a better language for



trade. However, Hebrew remained the language offthrah — the “lashon kadosh” or
holy tongue.

Alexander died and his generals divided the lahdsthey conquered. Antiochus
the Great conquered Palestine and Judea in 198TR&CJews took pains not to anger the
Syrian-Greeks. When he tried to make the Jews givtheir religion, Antiochus created
a situation that the farmers, very staunch Jewddaoot tolerate. The Hasmonean family
of Cohens, under the leadership of Mattathias asdive sons, Judah, Jonathan, Simon,
John, and Eliezer, began a revolt. These were taechbees who built their little force
into an army under the leadership of Judah. Thayglb against great odds and
recaptured the Temple, cleansed and rededicat&biite scholars think that Judah was
called “Maccabee,” which means the “hammer” and thad chose him to smite the
enemy. Antiochus sent legion after legion and wefeated by this small army of brave
fearless Jews. Judah was a military genius. Syais an the verge of bankruptcy, losing
so many legions. It was when they started attacliiily elephants that the Maccabees
began to lose battles. Judah died on the battefigley lost the support from their own
priests. Five years of fighting exhausted the peophe Maccabees became outlaws.
They were glorious in battle. They saved JudaistmeyTtaught the world to fight
injustice, no matter how great the odds.

Jonathan, when the political climate improved, \wasmitted by the Syrians to
govern Eretz-Yisrael. Judah was an idealist an@tham was a diplomat. There was one
act of diplomacy the Jews lived to regret. Jonattmmught that signing a pact with the
Romans would discourage the Syrians from attackst Aroved later, the Romans were
the cruelest enemy the Jews ever had. Jonathaslaas This was in 142 B.C. Simon
was installed by the Greeks as governor. He rudeddéven years and he was murdered.
Thus came to an end the struggle of the five glariorothers, the Maccabees.

In time, the Romans installed an Idumean whose |peggars ago converted to
Judaism. His name was Antipater. His son Herod,nwhestory remembers as Herod the
Great, succeeded him. Israel lasted seventy-twrs yetween the end of the Maccabees
and Herod.

During that time, thousands of Jews left Juded&Jalilee, Alexandria, Babylonia,

Tyre, Rome, Greece, Spain, and ltaly. Judea asrs@astate was distasteful to them. In



many of these Jewish settlements, they were obgédtatred and envy. Anti-Semitism is

old, very old.

V. The Romans

After two generations that followed the Hasmonearnqal, a gentle philosopher
and teacher named Hillel, began to make his maok tipe Jewish scene. He was a wise
and tolerant rabbi. He is remembered for theseatioois: “To love thy neighbor as
thyself. That is the whole law, and all the restasnmentary.” The other famous saying
was, “If I am not for myself, then who will be fare? And, if | am only for myself, what
am |? And if not now, when?” Hillel taught life apposed to death. War was totally evil.

Herod was a cruel and horrible man. He was a mostessful tax collector
because he would crucify those that would not eiccoot pay. That was the end of tax
dodging. For these crimes, the Jewish court woakkhsentenced him to death, but the
Romans intervened and made him king of Judea. Heaxvaadman, trusted no one, and
murdered everyone he suspected of plotting agdiinst This included his brother-in-
law, his wife Mariamne, and his two sons by hersggeting his own first-born son,
Antipater, he had him murdered. He was paranoid. ftdatically tried to create
immortality for himself by a compulsive program biilding. He built roads, baths,
theaters, gymnasiums, and racetracks. In spitd tis, the land prospered. Hillel built
his academy in Galilee. Jewish scholars creatddeti@mous ancient Jewish culture, the
Talmud. Herod died, unmourned, four years befoee lilith of Jesus. Fourteen years
later, Hillel died. The whole world wept for himpnonly Jews, but thousands of pagans
also shared in the sorrow.

By the year 70 A.D., Roman cruelties and indigsited the last five decades
produced a situation where the majority of Jewseweitling to support the Zealots and
to make war with the Romans. The Zealots were disggsed farmers with a deep hatred
for the Romans who inflicted heavy taxation on thée hard-core Zealots were the
Sicarii, who carried the dagger that was his weagfdarror.

When the Sicarii were allowed to enter the Temfiier doeing excluded for many
years, they began a campaign of murder. Firstag the Levites, then they murdered all

of the Pharisees. The moderate Zealots, horrifigdhle slaughter of innocent Jews,



turned against the more radical group. In theirames fury, the Zealots set food
warehouses on fire, and the hope of withstandilogp@ siege went up in flames.

It is quite likely that Jews could have been vicios had it not been for the
insanity of the Sicarii and, or the leader of tieevi3h army, an aristocratic Jew by the
name of Joseplus (the historian) who abandonedi¢les when things turned against
them and went over to the Romans. It was an unfabjg act of treason.

Vespasian, the Roman general, who had to retuRotoe, left his son, Titus in
charge. He laid siege to the city. The war of Jagainst Jews in Jerusalem went on.
They ran out of places to bury the dead and thdl dmeeame intolerable. The people
were dying of starvation. Finally, Titus moved Hisops in, with minimum resistance
and very little effort. Eliezer, the leader of tBecarii, escaped with a band of assassins
and occupied Herod’s castle on Masada. The Sicanimitted suicide rather than face
crucifixion.

Probably because Titus was in love with Bernen&grincess in the line of
Herod and the Maccabees, he showed no mercy téetlie who survived the horror. An
effort was made by the world Jewish community tsegamoney to buy the Jewish
captives from Titus (being a Roman, he preferretieydo revenge) and resettle them in
other cities.

A generation later, the Roman government becansmdlier. In the year 110
A.D., Emperor Trojan, who dreamed of being anothlmxander the Great, wanted to
conquer Persia and India. He wanted the goodwilthef Jews. Because Judea was a
border province of Persia, he promised the JewBabéstine that he would help them
rebuild the Temple. His dream never came to be adrieh succeeded him. Rome
promised to redeem its pledge, but waited for Hadiio personally visit Judea. He
started to rebuild the Temple. It was to have darab Jupiter, a pagan god. Judaism
meant nothing to him. This was a terrible blow te tJews. He issued a decree
prohibiting circumcision. He was bent on destroying Jewish religion. He wanted them
to assimilate into the pagan world. The Jews sawadrian, another Antiochus. And
where there was an “Antiochus,” a Maccabee was thooinise.

As it appeared to the Jews in the year 130 A.Cey tould either perish like
cowards or fight.



The leader of the second revolt was an eighty-péhischolar, Rabbi Akiba. He
was too old. A younger man was to be found. Hisearas Simeon. Rabbi Akiba was so
pleased with him, he called him, “Bar Kochba”, “tben of the star”. Hadrian realized
that he would have a hard struggle. Again, a Roarary, aided by the pagan neighbors
of the Jews, marched into Palestine. Before theivad, Bar Kochba defeated the local
Roman soldiers. He took Jerusalem and the altarrglasit on the Temple Mount. The
Romans waited two years. They prevented supples feaching the Jewish army. They
finally had to give up and the Romans marched Jatmsalem again. This time, Hadrian
decided that this must be the end of Judaism. Neenobservance of Sabbath and
holidays. No more studying and teaching of the Motawould be punishable by death.
Rabbi Akiba refused to stop studying. He was conuito be flayed alive. With his last
breath, he cried out, “Hear O Israel, the Lordus God, the Lord is One!”

With the downfall of Jerusalem, the Jews realizet war was senseless, evil and
tragic. The Jews gave up war and for the next egghtiundred years survived without it.
The Jewish state existed no more.

With the Temple in ruins, the Pharisee rabbis toe&r. The synagogue became
the central place in the Jewish community. Thousarfdphagans flocked into the Jewish
community because they were areas of refuge anehdgcThey accepted circumcision
and became Jews. Perhaps if it hadn’'t been the dintbe beginning of Christianity,
Judaism would have become the religion of the West.

Thousands of Jews who opposed Rome were crucifieésus was. Blaming the
Jews for something the Romans did is our nonsdikgeall anti-Semitism. We have to
remember that early followers of Jesus were Jeesus]came from Galilee. He was
influenced, to a great extent, by John the Bap&isfewish prophet, who believed in
washing the soul and purification. This was an emiclewish rite as, for instance, the
Orthodox use of the “mikvah”. The sermons that §gseached were preached by Rabbi
Hillel, whom Jesus admired and loved. His followesterred to him as the “Mashiah” or
“Messiah” out of love and respect, and not the In&seek, “Jesus, the Christ”. Hatred of
the Jew was not the doing of Jesus, but that of, Rawreek-Jewish tentmaker. He
created Christianity and the Christian church. Hes Wrilliant. He preached all over the

Greek and Roman world for about twenty years. Heneet Jesus. Unlike the Jews and



followers of Jesus who were filled with love, pasaifi, and goodness, Paul defined man
as basically evil, filthy, the work of the devil@sinful.

When Paul could no longer recruit Jewish followdnough his preachings, he
turned his hatred upon them and turned to the madaincumcision was feared because
of a mistaken belief that it would cause impotertley flocked to the new church
because they could now become Jews without pain.

Paul’s hatred of his own people started the Clarsteligion with an obsession of
hatred and destruction of Jews in the name oficglighat was to last for the next two
thousand years. It has provoked the murder of ondli of human lives in such
senselessness and cruelty that it will remain kiaenge of mankind as long as it exists on
earth.

The early Christians called themselves Jews andigtitoof themselves as Jews.
Christians depended on the Jews during their ya&gpogersecution by the Romans. Again
and again, Christians were saved from death bysketuiibes. They were sheltered and
fed and hidden in Jewish homes for three hundredsydt was when Christianity was
declared the official state religion of the Romame by Emperor Constantine in
329A.D., that a separation of Jew and Christian eeesplete.

Even in the time of Jesus, Jews found themselvadenDiaspora (Greek for
dispersion). Even after two thousand five hundredry, it was, in the Jewish mind, a
temporary condition. The undying hatred of the &tin drove the Jew from city to city,
from country to country. Then the Moslems joinedandiscourage Jews from living in

Moslem lands.

V. The Diaspora

In the Middle Ages, Jews pushed north and estadaligfommunities in England,
Holland and Germany. Persecution drove them toBiléc countries and into Poland
and the Ukraine.

For three hundred years, the Jews, together wightdherance of the Arabs,
existed in Spain in what was termed the “Golden”Ab#e all golden ages, the glitter is
somewhat unreal. By the tenth century and moshefyears that followed, the life of a

Jew resembled a chronic toothache — it was be&uttienever it stopped hurting. The



gold was a very thin plating and the simple faceristence was turned into a glorified
privilege. These are the “Golden Ages” the Jewistohians refer to.

(I could not resist copying word for word, from Hakd Fast's analogy to the
“Golden Age”.)

Spain had become one if the greatest Jewish cantdre world until persecution
drove the Jews out of the land they lived in lontpan the Christians who expelled them.
The Spanish Jew went to Greece, Turkey, and Noftltéd Some went to the New
World.

We must go back to how Jews found themselves instdr Spain. The Christian
kings of Spain of Northern Spain were fascinatedth®y wisdom. They saw that they
could turn the expulsion of the Jew from Moslem i8ga their advantage. They let it
known that Christian Spain and Christian Portugalldd welcome Jews. So, they came
by the tens of thousands. This had an immediagetefdward their strides to sea power.
The Jews alone could produce dependable maps ofdheé at that time. They were able
to be mapmakers because of hundred of years erperi@acquired from establishing
trade routes to China, India, Russia, Scandinavihltaly, as well as the Mediterranean.
They knew every language. They were able to magieuments for stellar observation..
Spain became a show place of wealth and distinction

This was short-lived. The Order of the Dominicaesided that this embrace of
the Jews had gone far enough. This was anothet-lshext “Golden Age”. The choice
was baptism or death. A lot of Jews chose baptiswas the greatest mass conversion of
Jews in history. This took place between 1391 aAdlOl Those that converted to
Christianity had to eat what Jews detested mostpitp. The Spanish word for swine was
‘marrano”.

By 1478, after ten years of the Inquisition andwdgion, the “Marranos” watched
hundreds and hundreds of their fellows burnedeasthke. Whole families, men, women,
and little children consumed in flames. Art, scienculture, and progress perished almost
overnight.

After a residence of almost two thousand yearsinSgepelled the Jews and hurt
herself beyond measure. Spain never recoveredtfimmadness, fanaticism, and greed.

The Jews still practiced their religion in secreByspecial prayer was written for all of



those who were compelled to sin against God. 1K@ Nidre”, sung on Yom Kippur.
They are to be forgiven.

In the nineteenth century, the horrible conditiongastern Europe started a mass
exodus of Jews to the United States. It is thel fimadness of Nazism that drove a new
immigration of Jews into their ancient homelandPafestine.

Since the Catholic countries forbade the Jews ta dand or engage in
agriculture, the Jews living in the Diaspora hadalternative but to engage in things they
could carry. One never knew when they could beedrigut without notice. Commonly,
Jews dealt in money, jewels, and perfume. Becalifeedack of sanitation or baths, no
people were as dirty as those of Europe. Sellingpamce of perfume could feed a
merchant’s family for a year.

Each country would welcome the Jew because ofxpsréise in business, trade,
and medicine. In each case, it would begin withh@ntymoon” and end with a
“divorce”. Once they learned the trades, they didvant his competition. So, with the
aid of the church, they wanted them out of the tgurin medieval times, the kings,
princes, and emperors had a need for the Jew.heombst part, except for the clergy,
royalty were illiterate. The Jew was literate fréime time he was a child. Education and
books were not new to him. Jews were adept at deoeeping, collecting taxes, and the
written word.

Of course, there was moneylending. The kings caméed Jew to finance their
wars. Jewish tailors supplied the uniforms. Moneg the use of money became a means
of survival. If the Jew, as so many writers spréael lie, was a bloodsucker when it
comes to lending money, why did the Christians ctorthem? The answer is shockingly
obvious: because the Christian moneylender askedrntéwenty times as much interest.
Sometimes the Jew was repaid, sometimes not. Jem@heylenders were ethical.
Christian moneylenders were not. The Christian tpraof lending money at exorbitant
rates became so widespread in Italy that the chkmelw they had to take some measures
against it. They declared that only a reasonaldeatinterest was acceptable.

The Jew created an atmosphere of trust and deeemene there was none. They

established international banking houses of gregdortance. They began the use of



international finance paper and mutual trust, aretewable to “draw” on each other,
thereby avoiding the transfer of funds in troubtieces.

Medicine was another service the Jew providedenDtaspora. He was physician
to the Christian and Moslem world. During the Mieldlges, he was the only physician
with real skill. Beside the ancient writings on rieége in the Talmud, he had the ability
to read the medical books of Hippocrates and oth@tser physician’s knowledge of
medicine was pitiful. At best, he was a barber, artaker, unwashed and terribly
ignorant. The fact that the Christian world wasaligtilliterate, apart from the clergy,
made the training of Christian physicians almogtossible.

European nobility preferred Jewish doctors to th@&hristian counterparts. All
kinds of laws and restrictions were passed agalestish physicians. But the will to
survive, by the nobility, was greater than theiti-&emitism. They managed to hide or to
disguise their Jewish physicians. Many Jewish comitias were saved because of the
need for Jewish doctors and surgeons.

All kinds of plagues swept through Europe during Middle Ages. The Jewish
doctor was accused of poisoning the wells andistathe plague. These accusers failed
to takes notice, or didn't care that Jews were digng, but to a lesser degree, because
they obeyed strict sanitary and dietary laws.

The great Moses ben Maimon (better known as Maides)j was born in 1135
A.D. in Cordova, Spain. Because the fanatical Mostalers of the time gave the people
in Spain a simple choice, convert or die, many J&ssaped to Christian Spain.
Maimonides’ father fled with his family to Palegstinit was the time of the Crusades,
whose insane bloodlust and cruelty were hard tocimaintil Hitler's time. It was
impossible for Jews to live there, so they tookigefin North Africa where they settled
permanently. By this time, Malmonides was in histigs. He became a rabbi, a scholar,
a famous physician, a trader, and world authorityjewels. He became a personal
physician to the Viceroy of Egypt. He was a wriber religion and medicine. His most
famous work isThe Guide to the Perplexed. Many Jews loved their two Moses’ as the

brightest jewels in their history.



VI. The Crusades

The time of the Crusades had arrived. To the feledaler of England, France,
Germany, and ltaly, it was the opportunity to brédak Moslem-Jewish trade in that part
if the world. To the church, it was a crusade fawi€tianity, to drive the infidel, the Jew
and the Moslem, out of the Holy Land.

The chivalrous Godfrey of Bouillon swore to redederusalem as the city of
Jesus. “I will avenge the blood of little Jesus,tioa blood of the Jews, and God willing,
leave not one of the cursed lot alive!” But, beiagreasonable man, he accepted
protection money; today’s equivalent of twenty thauad dollars, from every Jewish
community he overran. This was the first crusade0a6.

Surprisingly on this question, the church was sflitere were Catholic bishops
who opened their homes to the Jews and died watm ths well. In the city of Mainz, the
Archbishop Ruthard, sick at what was happeningudinb them into the monastery, but
the crusaders forced the gates and killed hundoédsen, women, and children. The
Jews were helpless before the mailed knights. Immvgpall of the Jews were killed. In
Cologne, where the whole city population benefiean Jewish charities for centuries,
the Christians took the Jews into their own howsestold the crusaders to pass or take
the city by fire and sword. The crusaders had amath for such a fight so they held off.
At Altenach, Archbishop Egbert tried to defend #lesvs and was beaten half to death. In
England, they considered how far they would havgado Jerusalem to kill Jews when
they had them here at home, so, the followers ch&d the Lion-Hearted went after
them from city to city. In the town of Ospring, iigis got a bit out of control and they
killed a dozen Christians. One could go on anddetailing the horrors that happened all
over Europe.

So, was Jesus honored in a mighty Christian effalied the “Holy Crusades”?
By 1320, the nightmare was over. For the Jews obihowever, it was not finished at
all.

We'll never know how many Jews fled Germany dutimg Crusades. They ran to
the kinder heathens of Poland and Lithuania ang tiek their language with them. This

is how Yiddish became a Jewish language with a Geripase.



After the Crusades, Jewish life in Europe changgreat deal. Jews were isolated
and cut off from normal intercourse with peopleus® them. Their great commercial
network was smashed. Italian and French ship-owtkestroyed all of the Jewish cargo
ships. Permissive lawlessness against the Jewovessdered lawful. Serious debates
took place on the question of whether it was atsimurder a Jew and whether it was
more sinful to murder a Jewish child than a Jewisiman. Hate became legitimate

against the Anti-Christ, the Jew who was consid&ain.

VIl. The Crusades to today — Summary

After the Crusades, Europe became, for the Jewdaa@e of horror. In 1298,
Rindfleisch, a German knight, promoted dreadful saases. This stemmed from the evil
lie that Jews murder little gentile children, prafdy blondes and use their blood for
ritual purposes. This malicious nonsense exisgdme German minds to the present day.

In 1248, the “Black Death” hit Europe. The Jew \agsin singled out for murder.
Over 210 communities of Jews were annihilated. PGfmment VI, issued a decree
pleading for mercy for the Jew. The Emperor ChalNesiegated this. It was the worst
holocaust in the Middle Ages up to the time of Additler.

The Protestant Reformation began in Germany. The J&d great hopes of the
coming of better days, but Martin Luther’s failuteconvert the Jews made him a bitter
anti-Semite.

So, the Jew in the European Diaspora found refaog@aland and Russia. Not
being allowed in metropolitan cities, they builtaimsolated communities of their own
(the shtetle) and for centuries dreamed of the ognoif the Messiah and the return to
their ancient sunny land away from the cold, danktevs. To this day, they continue to
greet each other with “Next year in Jerusalem”.

It was a time of Messiah hopes and false Messilinste arose an extraordinary
man. His name was Israel ben Eliezer and he wésdctile “Baal Shem-Tov”, which is
Hebrew for “the Master of God’s Good Name”. He tatuthat a man can witness God
through ecstasy. He preached of religion, the jogh®ying God’'s commandments, the
joy of trust and the love of God. This, enlightemmnwas welcome in a period of such

hopelessness.



The people followed his movement by the thousahdgas called Hassidamism.
It finally failed, but there are still some follovgein America and Israel.

During the 18 and 19 centuries, the German Jew was finally allowedafuthe
ghetto and began to take part in German life. lakeork, when the pressure is relieved,
comes floating to the top, so the Jews rose to premece in almost every field. They
entered with brilliance and distinction as writensysicians, financiers, scientists, and
physicians. Anti- Semitism did not disappear. Hati@r the Jews was still there but the
German became cultured and enlightened, and dthratgnterval, their passion for mass
murder and the German delight in death was temippsarbdued. This extended until the
first part of the 20 century, and then came the greatest tragedy thiel weer witnessed.

We will not discuss the Holocaust. It is too freshvound that will take long to
heal and must never be forgotten. Never, in abhwf history, are we as free of fear and
persecution as we are in this blessed land, that gned wonderful United States of
America.

After two thousand years, the world saw fit tha dews should have a homeland
of their own. The Moslem nations waged four warsptevent it and lost each war.
Again, Jewish blood was shed - this time in victory

Until the Moslem world opts for a peaceful solutiorstead of the futility of

revenge, peace is a long way off.



