Course Syllabus
Class:  Chemistry

Instructor:  Mr. Susilla

Room:  219
Course Description:  Chemistry is the study of matter and how matter interacts with other forms of matter in nature.

Required Materials:  Students are expected to bring the following items to class on a daily basis:  Paper, Pen, Pencil, Periodic Table, and a scientific calculator.  If you forget these items, there is a possibility that you will not be allowed to participate in the class activities.   

Class Expectations:  In order to develop a classroom that will help all students to learn,  

                                   all students need to do the following:

1. Students are expected to be in their assigned seats ready to work when the bell 

       rings.
2. Students are expected to be prepared for class every day with paper for notes   and homework, a pen, pencil, and scientific calculator.

3. Students are expected to follow all KHS and lab safety rules.

4. Students are expected to keep all food and drink (water included) out of the classroom.

5. Students are expected to follow all of the directions that the teacher/aid gives in the classroom.

6. Students are expected to respect all of the people in the room and their property.

7. Students are expected to take care of personal needs (i.e. restroom and food and drink) outside of class.
8. Students are expected to keep their cell phones off during class time.
9. Students are expected to complete all assignments and labs in order to pass this class.
Students who chose to not follow these expectations will be disciplined based upon the policies of KHS.  This can include after school work periods through period suspensions.
Class Procedures:  These are the procedures that we will use in this class in order to 

          make class run smoothly everyday.
1. Students are expected to be in their seat and prepared to work when the bell rings.  

2. Students should read the agenda for the day and prepare the materials required to complete the activities.  Time wasted getting ready is class time lost to do the assignment.

3. Students are dismissed by the teacher not the bell.  Do not stand up by the door before class is dismissed.  If you do I will hold you after the bell.
The importance of studying:  Chemistry is one of the toughest classes in high school.  You need to have good study habits in order to be successful in this class.  You will need to study at least 30 minutes a day.  You should also do every homework assignment.  You will not learn anything if you do not try!  Be prepared to work hard in this class.
Grading Procedures:  Students in this class will be graded upon how well they learn 

                                         the material.  The grading scale will be based upon the 10 point 

                                         system:  100-90 A, 89-80 B, 79-70 C, 69-60 D, 59-0 F.
Your grade will be weighted using the following system:


Exams = 30%


Assignments = 25%


Labs = 25%


Mid Term Exam: 5%


Final Exam:  15%

Assignment Policies:


Students should expect and assignment every day.  There are two types of assignments.  The first type of assignment is the homework practice packet.  Each day’s assignment in the packet is worth 2 points.  The assignment must be completed in order for you to get credit.  The second type of assignments will be the graded section assignments.  These are worth variable points and are due the beginning of the period after they are assigned.  Both assignments will be given in the chapter syllabus at the beginning of the chapter.  Late assignments will NOT be accepted for credit.  

Lab Policies:

Labs are an important part of learning science.  Students are expected to read the lab the night before the lab is done.  Students are expected to follow all lab safety rules and complete the experiment in the correct manner.  Any student who does not follow lab safety rules will be removed from class with a zero grade on the experiment.
Academic Honesty:  

Students are expected to do their own work.   If a student is caught cheating they will lose credit for an assignment.  Repeated offences may also include additional consequences (period suspension or office referral).

Absent work:

If you are absent it is YOUR responsibility to get the work that you missed.  You generally get 1 day for every day you miss to make up an assignment.  If you miss a lab or a test you must make arrangements to make the test or lab up the day you return.  Failure to do so forfeits your chance of making the test or lab up.  All lab and test make ups will be scheduled before school, after school, during homeroom, or during you lunch (test only).

Edline: 
I will be trying to use edline as much as possible to help communicate with you.  Plan on grades being updated on edline every two weeks.  I will post the assignments and lecture plan on the site.   There is also a link to the course website http://www.geocities.com/jmsusilla.

Tutoring:


The teacher is available to help student before and after school schedule permitting.  Students should check with the teacher to check his schedule.  Wednesdays are usually good days for tutoring (if I don’t have a meeting).  You may also come for help during homeroom.  The school also has scheduled tutoring throughout the year.

Contacting the teacher:  Parents and students are encouraged to contact the teacher.  Please call the school or email me at jsusilla@avhsd.org or jsusilla@hotmail.com.  I will also try to update edline as often as possible.  
