
Sociology 341 
Juvenile Delinquency 

Bowling Green State University, Spring, 2006 
Number of U.S. prisoners serving life sentences with no parole  

for crimes they committed while juveniles:  2,225. 
Number of prisoners serving such sentences in all other countries worldwide:  12. 

Source:  Human Rights Watch 
 
Instructor:  Dr.  Robert Garot, Ph.D. UCLA 
Office:  209 Williams Hall 
Office Hours:  3-4 Tuesday and Thursday 
Email:  rgarot@bgsu.edu 
Phone:  (419) 372-2415 
Sociology Department Office:  222 Williams Hall 
 
Course Objectives 
Juvenile delinquency is subject to more media and political hype than perhaps any other topic, 
and its study lies at the origins of the sociological enterprise.  This course will begin with an 
exploration of the first part of the equation:  the social construction of “juveniles.”  We then 
explore various theories of delinquency, and the social control of delinquency.  Through such an 
exploration, you may well come to consider new ways of thinking about this topic which you 
had not imagined before. 
 
It is essential that you wrestle with the readings for each week, and mull over how they apply to 
your own experience.  I hope to open new perspectives to you, and what transforms 
“information” into a “perspective” that opens up new ways of thinking is wrestling with what 
you encounter.  For each reading, I hope that you work to understand not just what the author is 
saying, but why.  What received wisdom is she or he trying to challenge?  With what ideas might 
they be competing?  What is their evidence?  I hope that you will enhance for yourself the value 
of what you read through the paired (and perhaps literally opposed) habits of mind of skepticism 
(“Ought I really believe that?”) and suspended disbelief (“What if it were true?”).   
 
The idea is to foster an intense, searching class discussion.  A great deal of learning happens in 
discussion, when one=s new ideas, guesses, hunches, ideological convictions, and moral 
persuasions rub unexpectedly up against others=.  I will assist this process through my 
questioning in class, and want you to have challenged each reading so that you, in turn, can be 
challenged by others in class.   
 
Please feel free to discuss topics further with me before class, or after class by appointment.  Be 
sure to exchange phone numbers with two or three other students and form study groups.   
 
Required Readings 
There are four required textbooks for the course:  
 
Bartollas, Clemens.  2006.  Juvenile Delinquency:  Seventh Edition.  Boston:  Allyn and Bacon. 
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Ferguson, Ann Arnett.  2001.  Bad Boys:  Public Schools in the Making of Black Masculinity.  
Ann Arbor:  The University of Michigan Press. 

Lesko, Nancy.  2001.  Act Your Age:  A Cultural Construction of Adolescence.  New York:  
Routledge.   

Zimring, Franklin E.  2005.   American Juvenile Justice.  Oxford University Press. 
   
These are available in the campus bookstore.  Additional background readings are provided for 
students who wish to read further on the week’s topic.  Also, be sure to check the class website 
frequently for announcements. 
 
Exams 
There will be three exams:  two midterms and a final.   Some questions will be cumulative, but 
most of each exam will focus on the immediately preceeding material.  Exams will be based on 
lectures, readings and class discussions.  Make-up exams will be provided during my office 
hours, only for well documented cases of extreme emergency.   Further details about the midterm 
and final exams will be discussed in class.   
 
Attendance and Reflection Questions 
Attendance is important to maintain the momentum and morale of the class, especially in an 
intense class such as this.  In order to award those who attend, and to provide an incentive for 
those who might not, this course requires that each student post questions, comments, and 
responses to others students’ questions at least three times per week on the class bulletin board.  
You may find that you will need more than one sentence, and often up to a paragraph, in order to 
participate in a meaningful way.  On Tuesday of each week, your teaching assistant will grade 
your week’s participation on the discussion board using the following rubric:  
 
10  Provides at least 3 postings.  Thoughtful and provocative comments and  
  questions, incorporating ideas from both the readings and class discussion, well  
  designed to stimulate further discussion.   
9  Provides 3 postings.  Good comments and questions show thought and effort. 
8  Provides at least 2 postings.  Adequate comments and questions reflect a basic  
  understanding of the topics covered. 
7  Provides 2 postings:  simple factual questions that may be easily addressed from  
  the text.   
6 and below: Questions and comments reflect a weak or incorrect understanding of the topics  
  covered, perhaps inhibiting a meaningful discussion. 
 
The Final Paper 
For the final paper, you will draw upon the ideas of this course to either:  1)  compare and 
contrast two media depictions of juvenile delinquency from recent films, and analyze them in 
terms of the theories explored in this course, or 2)  conduct a brief literature review (using 5-10 
sources) to further examine a topic of juvenile delinquency in light of the theories discussed in 
this course.  A list of possible films and topics for a literature review will be provided on the 
course website by the third week of class.   
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The paper must be typed and double-spaced.  All pages must be stapled together, without special 
covers or folders.  Include your name and P00# in the upper right corner, and center the title over 
the text on the first page.  The written assignment will be accepted on or before the due date; for 
each day that the paper is late, one point will be deducted, unless a written excuse from a 
recognized authority figure, such as a doctor, a dean, or an athletic coach, is provided.  No 
electronic versions will be accepted.  I will be happy to discuss your paper, but I will not read 
preliminary drafts.  Further details about the term paper will be discussed in class.  You will 
present your paper during the last week in order to receive feedback from me and your peers. 
 
Grading Policy 
You will not be graded on a competitive basis, so in theory everyone can do well.  However, to 
earn a top grade, you will be expected to achieve standards of excellence in your work.  Points 
will be distributed as follows: 
 
Mid-Term #1:  40 points 
Mid-Term #2:  40 points 
Final:  40 points 
Participation on Course Bulletin Board:  30 points 
Final Paper:  50 points (this includes 5 points for a one-page paper proposal due 2-23) 
An optional 5 point, 10-15 minute extra-credit oral presentation based on your paper topic is an 
available option on week 16. 
 
A:  179.5-200  B:  159.5-179.49 C:  139.5-159.49 D:  110-139.49 
 
Cheating/Plagiarism 
Familiarize yourself with the BGSU Academic Honesty Policy on pages 18-27 of the Student 
Handbook.  Any student who violates this policy will be referred directly to the academic dean. 
 
Academic Assistance 
Your first source of assistance should be other students in class.  Be sure to exchange phone 
numbers with others, and form study groups.  Secondly, come see me during office hours, or 
contact me with your questions via email.  In addition to me, following are some of the resources 
available on campus to assist you: 
Resource    Location     Phone 
Writers Laboratory   303 Mosley Hall    22221 
Study Skills Laboratory  213 Mosley Hall    28840 
Office of Academic Enhancement,  101 University Hall    28943 
Counseling Center   320 Saddlemire Student Services Bldg. 22081 
 
Etiquette 
Attendance and participation in lecture are integral to this course.  Because we will discuss 
materials not included in the readings, it is essential that you attend every class meeting.  I will 
encourage you to participate in multiple ways during lectures, so come prepared.  If you choose 
to disrupt the class, I will stop the class and wait for you to leave as a courtesy to the other 
students.  This applies especially to the use of cellular phones. 
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Calendar 
Please note that the following schedule is tentative, and may change based on how quickly we 
cover the material.  Be sure to read the assigned materials prior to the day when they are 
assigned. 
 
Part I:  Defining Adolescence and Delinquency 
Week 1:  Adolescence and Delinquency 
Bartollas, Chapter 1 
Lesko, Introduction 
Zimring, Chapter 1 
 
Week 2:  Measuring Adolescence and Delinquency 
Bartollas, Chapter 2 
Zimring, Chapter 8 
Lesko, Chapter 1 
 
Week 3:  Theories of Individual Causes of Delinquency 
Bartollas, Chapter 3 
Lesko, Chapter 2 
 
Week 4 
Tuesday, January 31st:  Review for Mid-Term #1 
Thursday, February 2nd:  Mid-Term #1 
 
Part II:  Theories of Delinquency 
Week 5:  Theories of Social Structural Causes of Delinquency 
Bartollas, Chapter 4 
Ferguson, Chapter 1, pp. 1-27 
 
Week 6:  Social Process Theories of Delinquency 
Bartollas, Chapter 5 
Ferguson, Chapter 3, pp. 49-75 
 
Week 7:  Social Reaction Theories of Delinquency 
Bartollas, Chapter 6 
Ferguson, Chapter 6, pp. 163-196 
Paper:  Turn in a brief, one page proposal describing your paper topic, the data you will 
describe, and the theories you will use to interpret the data (5 points due 2-23). 
 
Week 8 
Tuesday, February 28th:  Review for Mid-Term #2 
Thursday, March 2nd:  Mid-Term #2 
 
Week 9:  Happy Spring Break 
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Part III:  The Social Control of Delinquency 
Week 10:  Schools, Race and Delinquency 
Bartollas, Chapter 8 
Ferguson, Chapter 7, pp. 197-226 
 
Week 11:  An Overview of the Juvenile Justice Process 
Bartollas, Chapter 13 
Zimring, pp. 17-29 
 
Week 12:  The Police and the Juvenile Court 
Bartollas, Chapter 14 
Zimring, pp. 31-69 
 
Week 13:  The Juvenile Court 
Bartollas, Chapter 15 
Zimring, pp. 123-57 
 
Week 14:  Juvenile Corrections 
Bartollas, Chapter 16 
Zimring, pp. 175-218 
 
Final Paper is due Thursday, April 16th. 
 
Week 15:  Preventing Juvenile Crime 
Bartollas, Chapter 12 
Lesko, Chapter 8 
Ferguson, Chapter 8 
 
Week 16 
Review for final, optional extra credit oral presentations (5 points possible). 
 
Final Exams 
Course Meeting Time  Final Exam Time 
TR, 1-2:15   Monday, May 1st, 1:15-3:15 
TR, 4-5:15   Friday, May 5th, 3:30-5:30 
Note that the final exam will be held in your regularly scheduled classroom. 
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General Writing Guidelines* 
 
Format and Presentation 
Do not skip lines between paragraphs (like I’m doing here).  Use Times New Roman or CG 
Times as your font, 12-point size.  Papers must be typewritten, double-spaced with 
approximately 1” margins.  Number all pages.  Papers must be stapled.  This means no plastic 
binders, no folding the edges together and no paper clips.  Do not use a cover page.  Include  
your name and P00# on the upper right-hand corner of the first page, followed by the title, 
centered.  A bibliography is a necessary part of a research paper (see Citation, below), and 
should be attached at the end.  Papers which egregiously fail to follow these guidelines will be 
returned to the authors without a grade.   
 
Citation 
This is sometimes tricky, but by this point in your academic career, it is essential that you do it 
correctly.  It is expected that you will use material from the texts and lecture to analyze your 
subject.  Thus, whether you use direct quotes or paraphrases, you must give credit to the authors 
of those words, when they are not your own. 
 
If you cite a lecture, do it this way: (Lecture, 5/31/05).  However, relying solely on lecture 
citations for material that is also in the readings reveals to me that your familiarity with the 
readings is inadequate.  So you should be sure to prioritize.  Where appropriate, always cite the 
original source and not my delivery of it in lecture.   
 
In the text, directly quoted course materials from the textbook should be cited in one of the 
following ways:   
 
“The stereotypes that we learn not only justify prejudice and discrimination but also can produce 
the behavior depicted in the stereotype” (Henslin, 2001:331). 
 
Or alternately:  
 
James Henslin (2001:331) suggests that, “The stereotypes that we learn not only justify prejudice 
and discrimination but also can produce the behavior depicted in the stereotype.” 
 
Also, be sure to cite any ideas that you borrow, not just quoted text.  For instance: 
 
Many analysts have noted how stereotypes may produce the behavior they depict (Henslin, 
2001:331).   
 
Any direct quotation that is longer than three lines needs to be set off from the body of the paper 
by indenting and single-spacing.  Since your papers will be double-spaced and indented only to 
begin paragraphs, you will see the contrast.  Be careful to differentiate between what the 
textbook authors are saying themselves, and the other authors that they may in turn quote.  Cite 
accordingly.  Do not string quotes together without putting them in context with your own prose.  
When you use a direct quote, place it in the context of a sentence that includes an explanation of 
what the quote means and why it is useful in service of the point you are making.   
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A full reference, including the author’s name, book or article title, publishing information and 
page numbers will appear in a separate, alphabetically organized bibliography at the end of the 
paper, under the heading, “References”.  Below is an example of a reference from the reader and 
from Henslin.   
 
Anderson, Elijah.  1996.  “The Code of the Streets.”  Pp. 62-73 in Susan J. Ferguson (Ed.) 

Mapping the Social Landscape.  London:  Mayfield. 
 
Henslin, James.  2001.  Mapping the Social Landscape.  Boston:  Allyn and Bacon. 
 
Style 
In general, write as simply as possible.  Never use a big word, when a little one will do.  Big 
words don’t necessarily convey intellectual prowess, especially when they are awkwardly used.  
Your word choice should be appropriate to formal writing:  no slang, and no contractions 
(“can’t”, “don’t”), unless you are quoting others or it somehow improves your point.  You must 
use words that actually exist, and words must be used correctly.  Look up definitions and 
spellings if you are unsure.  Spell check often misses words. 
 
Avoid using the indefinite “you.”  You will notice that I am addressing these instructions to you; 
that is, I am using the second person.  That is because I am giving these instructions to a definite 
person or set of persons.  In your papers, unless you mean to address the reader directly, do not 
use “you” when you mean to use “one” or “we.”  Refer to yourself as “I” in describing your 
experience, and as “we” in your analysis.  It is perfectly acceptable to use the first person 
singular in papers – it is not too informal.  Use “we” for the author and the reader together:  “We 
have seen how breaching experiments disturb our taken-for-granted notions about reality.”   
 
Avoid “a lot” (and by the way it’s not spelled “alot”), and “very.”  Hemingway and Morrison do 
not need them, and neither do you.  Don’t confuse “their/there/they’re” or “it’s/its”, or 
“to/two/too”, or  were/we’re/where”, etc.  Also please differentiate between “suppose” and 
“supposed.”  These are not interchangeable, and are almost always improperly applied.  These 
are sets of words that give students trouble, so please be careful. 
 
Try to avoid using “he”, “his”, or “mankind” to mean anyone or all in general.  If for some 
reason you have a strong ideological commitment to using “he” as the generic, you may do so, 
but it is not accurate, and there are other options available.   
 
Make sure that nouns and verbs agree in number.  Avoid sentence fragments.  Make sure that the 
sentences you write have subjects and predicates.  Verbs are also necessary.  Do not leave a 
clause hanging without these necessary components.  Avoid run-on sentences.  Make sure that if 
you link things together in a sentence that you do so by using the proper connective words or 
punctuation marks.  These kinds of mistakes can often be caught by reading your paper aloud.  If 
it sounds wrong, it probably is.   
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Always follow the parsimony principle.  That is, use as few words as possible to make your 
point.  Never refer to “society” as an active agent (that’s my pet peeve), as in, “Society requires 
that people follow norms.”  
 
 
Process 
One way to start is by saying your ideas out loud, and writing them down.  Just get the words out 
of your head and onto the page where you will be able to work with them more easily.  I strongly 
suggest that you write more than one draft of your paper.  Most successful papers are begun well 
in advance of the night before the assignment is due.  The best way to start is to just spew out a 
messy first draft, getting all of your ideas and facts down on paper (if you write long-hand) or 
your computer screen (if you prefer to word process).  Then, a second draft will help you to 
organize the sections, focus your argument, and refine the content and style.   
 
You must be at this point before you come to see me about your paper.  Although I will be 
unable to read entire drafts, I may be able to discuss specific parts of your thesis or analysis, 
and/or help you with difficulties in transitions between ideas or sections of your argument.  Be 
sure that all spelling and grammatical errors, and the formatting the paper are correct in the final 
draft.  You must proofread your own paper.  It is not acceptable to turn in a paper with 
typographical errors, misspellings, nouns and verbs that do not agree, misused words, run-on 
sentences, sentence fragments, etc.  You may want to rewrite the beginning or end of your paper 
in the last draft.  Often in composing your paper, you will have changed your focus or ideas 
somewhat by the time you finish.  You will want to make sure that these changes are reflected in 
a new version of your introduction or conclusion. 
 
Finally, re-read your own paper and imagine that someone else wrote it.  Does it make sense? 
Fix it, if it doesn’t.  You may also want to get someone else to read your paper and give you 
comments.  It is often hard to be objective when you are so close in the writing process.  If you 
have trouble with your writing, get help.  I am happy to help you in office hours or by 
appointment, and the campus has a variety of tutoring services available to you. 
 
Good luck, and start writing now! 
 
*This document adapted with thanks from Dr.  Kerry Ferris' Case Study Essay Guidelines. 
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