Writing Task (Composition)

You are the chairperson of the School Student Union.  In the next morning assembly, you will give a presentation to fellow students entitled:

Youth problems and how we can deal with them.

Write your presentation (>300 words) referring to at least three of the following problems

- triad affiliation


- gang fighting

- shoplifting



- violence

- problems related to sex
- dropping out

- drugs / smoking

Causes

Young people themselves

Peer influence

Schools





Mass media

Government




Families

Others

You are the chairperson of the School Student Union.  In the next morning assembly, you will give a presentation to fellow students entitled:

(1) Youth problems and 

(2) how WE can deal with them.

Comments:

- Many of you did a good job in giving a sketch of various youth problems with elaboration.  However, in many cases, topic sentences are still not very obvious.

- Some of you wrote about the problems in 200 – 250 words but spared just one short paragraph to talk about how to deal with the problems ( Not a good balance.

- Most of you suggested what the government, the school or the parents should do instead of telling fellow students how they (WE) can deal with the problems.

e.g. 

The government should….

Parents should …

Teachers …

Instead, you should mention the following things which ‘we’ (teenagers) can do:

· report to teachers, parents; report to the police

· stay away from triad members

· take part in other activities

· spend more time with families

· learn different ways to relax

- Recall that we have to give a speech to fellow students.  You may want to use the pronouns ‘you’ and ‘we’ (instead of ‘teachers’, ‘parents’) more to engage the audience.  (See the work of Kiki, Maron and Andy, for instance.)

- With regard to the concluding paragraph, some of you did it just as a formality.  The points (youth problems and solutions) were not reiterated (summarized) one last time.

- Many of you failed to recognize that you were writing a speech.  Many did not thank the audience at the end of their speech.

- Remember the curve of retention?

Retention


Good introduction a must









Good conclusion expected







Time

- Some students used real cases and vivid examples to engage the audience (see the writings of Clara and Carol).  Good job.

Vocabulary and grammar

(1)

The youth 

Youths

Youngsters

Teenagers

Students


Adolescents

(2) The article ‘the’ – unnecessary in many cases

- Nowadays, the youth problems are getting more and more serious.  The teenagers may join the triads so that they will have a sense of belongings.  

- the youth problems – you are referring to some particular problems/you have some problems in mind

- the youth problems – referring to youth problems in general

- Most of the teenagers are under great pressure.

- Most boys    vs    Most of the boys

(3) triads   vs    triad societies      vs 
trial socieites

(4) drugs abuse

(5) a kind of – avoid using this term too excessively, especially in formal writing

(6) concern(ed) 

If something concerns you, it worries you and makes you upset. (active voice)

e.g. One of the youth problems that concerns me is the rise in vandalism.

I am concerned about sth.  (passive voice/past part.)

e.g. I’m deeply concerned about the rise in vandalism.

As far as + I /sb / sth + be concerned, … 

(similar to ‘In my opinion’, BUT make sure you are really concerned)

e.g. As far as I’m concerned, the school should not require students to wear uniform to come back to school at weekends (
As far as I’m concerned, XX should break up with Lin Lin.(
As far as I’m concerned, I don’t think(clumsy) the government should ….(
Reminder





    Chris Wong

Good morning, I’m Yan Kwok.  I’m the chairman of the Student Union.

