SCRIPTURE: Revelation 3:7-22 (Page 1456);  Isaiah 55:1-13 (Page 881)

SERMON: Be Hot or Cold!
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INTRODUCTION

A. MARKS OF PROPHECY (14a; see 1:11,19; 1:3&22:7)

B. MEANINGFUL INTRODUCTION (14b; 1:5; see 1:9f; all other letters)

C. OMNIPOTENT JUDGMENT (15a; all other letters)

  I. CONDEMNATION (15f; see 2:4f,14f,20f; 3:1f; compare 3:16 & 1:5)

A. TEPID: NEITHER HOT NOR COLD (15,16a; see Mt.10:42)

B. NEITHER TRULY RICH NOR REALIZE POVERTY (17; see 9; 2:2,9; boast/shame:banks,woolens,eye hospital)

C. TRUE AND FAITHFUL WITNESS OF THE FIRSTBORN OF GOD’S NEW CREATION (14; see 12,13; seee Col.1:15-18; 2Cor.5:17; Rom.6:4f,11f)

D. VOMIT OUT OF MOUTH (16b; see Lev.18:28; 20:22; Jer.25:27; Job 20:15; see Mt.5:13f)

E. ABOUT TO...  UNLESS REPENT (16b,19; see 1:5; 2:16,21,22; 3:3; see Rom.2:4; Mk.1:15; Rom.10:11,13)

 II. LESSON IN REPENTANCE (19,14f)

A. MOTIVATION: LOVE (19; see 9; 1:5; see Heb.12:5f)

B. MEANS: A NOUTHETIC MOMENT (19,14,15-17; see Rom.15:14; Num.22:22)

III. DESCRIPTION OF SIN: POVERTY (19; 17a,a,b; see Rom.3:10f,23)

A. WRETCHED: PRIVATE EXPERIENCE OF POVERTY (17c; see Rom.7:24; Jms.4:9; 5:1)

B. MISERABLE: PUBLIC PERCEPTION OF POVERTY (17d; see 1Cor.15:9; 1Pt.2:10; see Acts 10:4, alms)

C. POOR: LACKING BASIC ESSENTIALS (17e; see 2:9; see 2:14,20; Lk.12:21,33; 18:22)

D. BLIND: UNWILLING TO DISCERN TRUE WEALTH (17f; Mt.15:14; Jn.9:39-41; 12:37; see Rev.3:22 with Mt.13:15,16,44f)

E. NAKED: WILLING TO WEAR ONLY RAGS (17g; see 16:15; 17:16; see Zech.3:3,4; Is.64:6; Rom.3:10f)

IV. DESCRIPTION OF REPENTANCE: WEALTH (18; see 14b,21; see chp.5; see Eph.3:8; Phil.4:19)
A. HIS PURE GOLD INSTEAD OF OUR ABSOLUTE POVERTY (18a; Heb.1:1f; 5:8,9; 4:15; 7:26f; see Rom.3:22; Mk.8:36,34f; 1Pt.1:7; 4:12f; see 1Tm.6:17-19; Mt.6:1f,19f,33; Jms.2:5)

B. HIS WHITE GARMENTS INSTEAD OF OUR SHAMEFUL NAKEDNESS (18b; 1:13-15; 19:11-14; Mk.9:3; see Rev.19:8; Eph.5:26; 4:22f; Col.3:9,10; 5f; Rom.13:14)

C. HIS EYE SALVE INSTEAD OF OUR TOTAL BLINDNESS (18c; see Jn.9:1f; Eph.2:1f; 1Cor.2:14; see Mt.13:16,44,45; see Acts26:18; Lk.24:31,44; Ps.119:18)
 V. BUY FROM CHRIST! (18; see 2Cor.5:20,21; see Is.55:1f; Rev.22:17; see Jn.6:40,54; Lk.11:1-13; Phil.4:6,7)

A. DON’T MAKE HIM SICK! CLAIMING TO BE RICH WHEN YOU ARE ACTUALLY POOR!  (16,19; see Lev.20:22; Mt.5:13f; see Mt.23:27)

B. BE COLD!  REALIZE YOUR ACTUAL POVERTY AND TURN FROM IT! (17,19; see Lk.12:21; 1Tm.6:18,19; Mt.6:1f,19f,33; see Mt.10:42)

C. BE HOT!  SEE CHRIST’S RICHES AND ACQUIRE THEM! (18,14b; see Eph.3:8; Phil.4:19see Heb.1:1f; 5:8,9; 4:15; 7:26f; see Col.1:15f; 2Cor.5:21)

Web Summary

Buy from Christ, invest in Jesus: the true witness and ruler of the new creation; spend your life which you cannot keep investing in His life that you cannot lose Mk.8:35,36; stop believing what you know is false; stop doing what you know is wrong ; learn His promises and believe them; learn His commandments and keep them; stop spending your time and energy acquiring what disappoints and disappears, and give yourself to Christ in faithfulness Who never disappoints and who will suddenly appear with the eternal payoff of your investments in Him

Prepared by Teaching Elder Kit Swartz  The Reformed Presbyterian Church  See Ephesians 4:11,12; 1 Timothy 4:12-16; 5:17; Ezra 7:10.  Audio tapes available.
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