Weekly Plan for the Book: The Pig That Learned to Jig

Monday: Look at the cover of the big book. What do you see in the picture? What do you think the pig is doing? Why? Read the title together. What is a jig? If no one can answer, look up the word in the dictionary, modeling dictionary usage. Do any students know how to jig? What dances do they know how to do? Who taught them to dance? What do you think will happen in this story? Ask students to make predictions. Write their predictions on board. Next take a picture walk through story. Cover the print ahead of time so that any readers will focus only on the pictures and not the print at this time). As you go through the book ask the students questions about what they see. What is happening? What is this instrument/animal called? Etc. Add any ideas to their written predictions. Next read the story to them. Revisit their predictions. If time allows read the story again and have students follow along in their books, pointing to words as you read.
Tuesday: Set the scene: In this story that we read yesterday we came across some new animals and musical instruments. Today we will match word cards to the picture cards. First hold up each card and together have the students generate the words for the picture cards and then read the word cards. Next randomly pass out the cards and have students match up the pairs and then play a quick game of memory with the cards. As you read the story today let’s watch for these new words. Teacher reads, students echo read. Ask students to paraphrase what the story is about. Ask questions to get them to think about a variety of story elements. Have students read the story again  with partners.
Wednesday: Before reading the story together ask students to name all the characters in the story. Write them on the board. Ask students to read the story with their partner and look for a rhyming word for each character. Have them write the rhyming words on paper. Pull group together. Share rhyming pairs. Discuss how some rhyming words look alike and some do not. Next read story together, varying style: choral read and change voices: whisper voice, squeaky voices, monster voices, etc. After reading have students sequence the order of the characters appearance in the story, using picture and word cards. See if students can also remember what each character says.
Thursday: Before reading ask students to sequence sentence strips in the order of the story. Read the story together and check their sequencing work. Read story again varying style.  Next have them listen to you read one of the other pig stories that they may have already read earlier this year. Tell students to think about how the two stories are the same and different. Make a Venn Diagram, comparing and contrasting the two stories.

Friday: Teach the students to do the jig!! Next read the story together. Complete a story map together. Brainstorm one (or several and give a choice of topics) of the writing prompts from the planning sheet. Help the students complete a brainstorming web with words they may include in their writing. Have them write a story related to the book they just read. (This writing assignment will need to be finished during the writing block).
