
Mrs. Osborne’s Class
Trinity Elementary School - 2000

Welcome to my classroom.  Here are a few guidelines and explanations that will help answer questions you may have about your son or daughter’s participation in my class for the next nine weeks.

Guided Reading 


The purpose of guided reading is to expose children to a wide range of literature, teach comprehension strategies, and teach children to read material that becomes increasingly harder.  Some ways I do this are:


Choral Reading:  The whole class reads aloud together.


Shared Reading:  I model for students how to think as they read.


Partner Reading:  This allows friends to help each other read just as they help each other with other activities.


Coaching Groups:  Students meet with me in small, flexible groups so I can help them to apply the reading strategies they have been learning.


Self-Selected Reading 


This block consists of the following:

Teacher read-alouds


I will read aloud to the children everyday from a wide range of literature, both fiction and non-fiction.  Research supports the fact that reading aloud is the single most important activity for creating the motivation and background knowledge essential for success in reading.  I believe a child who does not like to read is a child who has not found the right book.

Children reading “on their own level” from a variety of books


Students will have at least 30 minutes after the teacher reads aloud to practice their reading skills using a book(s) of their choice.  Books in my classroom library include books related to themes and authors we are studying, easy and hard books, picture books and chapter books, non-fiction books and magazines, and Accelerated Reader books.  Students will keep a log in which to record at least one title read daily.  Students must record the AR books they read in their reading log before they will be allowed to take a test on that title.  

Teacher conferencing with students


During this time I will be conferencing with several students one on one.  The major purpose of this conference will be to encourage, help and support your child’s independent reading.  The support I offer will vary based on the needs of each child.   The conference time is spent talking with children about books and encouraging their reading interests as well as assessing their progress.

Opportunities for children to share what they are reading with their peers.  It is important that children get to share books with each other.  The sharing time brings closure to the Self-Selected Reading block each day. This block will end with a “reader’s chair” in which one or two children get to do a book talk.  They show a favorite book, read or tell a little about the book, and then try to “sell” this book to the rest of the class.
Writing


My goal is to provide each student with a balanced, authentic writing program.  Some of the approaches to writing I will use are:

Writing aloud


The students will observe me in the act of writing, while I explicitly verbalize my thinking, format, layout, spacing, handwriting, spelling, punctuation, and choice of vocabulary.  Writing aloud gives students a framework of what a good letter, story, or report might look like before the student is assigned to write one.

Focused Writing


Occurs after students have seen a specific type of writing demonstrated aloud and read aloud.  The demonstrations in selecting topics, drafting, responding, revising, editing, and other mini-lessons that have been done are now incorporated independently by the students - with teacher and peer guidance - into their own writing.  These pieces are always graded using a rubric that the students have become familiar with ahead of time.  Some types of writing we will explore includes:  personal and imaginative narratives and expository (based on facts).

Journal Writing


Students will write a daily paragraph about something that has happened to them or something about themselves.  Students are required to use complete sentences, capitalization, punctuation, and correct spelling.

Writing to Learn


Students will be given many opportunities to write during the day in other areas.  These may include:




* literature response journals



* content related journals sometimes called Learning Logs



* science lab/experiment logs



* research papers
Word Block

          In this block the children learn to read and spell high-frequency words.  They also learn to read and spell the patterns that allow them to decode and spell lots of other words.  The five word goals that I will address this year are:

                    1.  teaching correct spelling for high-frequency, often irregularly

                          spelled words using a Word Wall.

                    2.  teaching students how to decode and spell one and two syllable words based on

                          patterns from words they already know.

                    3.  teaching students to develop a visual checking system and learn to use a

                         dictionary when they are unsure about which spelling pattern looks right.

                    4.  teaching students that many “big” words are just smaller words combined as 

                         compounds or with endings, prefixes, and suffixes. 

                    5.  teaching students to use cross checking while reading and a visual checking

                         system when writing, and to apply what they are learning as they engage in

                          meaningful  reading and writing.

          When your child asks you how to spell a word, here are some questions you can ask that may help him/her figure out the correct spelling:

                    Does it look right?

                    Can you try writing it another way?

                    How does the word start?  How does it end?  

                    Do you know another word that ends or starts the same way?

                    Have you seen that word somewhere else?  Can you find it for me?

                    What sounds do you hear?

          After your child’s attempts, verify the spelling by confirming the correct spelling or   supplying it.  Encourage your child to write the word as a whole, from memory, rather than copying it one letter at a time.  Keep in mind that the goal is not perfect spelling, we as adults are still developing!  The goal is to have children become more aware of spelling strategies and to be able to express themselves more legibly, competently, and confidently when writing. 

          Current brain research indicates that giving spelling tests only shows us if a child can spell words while they are concentrating on them, not if they are using word knowledge when they need it in reading and writing.  The activities done in class during this block of instruction will give students plenty of practice for their brains to decide to place the spellings in the automatic compartment.  The brain has the ability to make things automatic after having processed them several times.  Once something is put in the automatic part of the brain, it is carried out without any conscious thought.  When a child practices words for a spelling test, they don’t get enough practice for the brain to decide to replace the spellings in the automatic compartment.  Therefore I do not give formal spelling tests.  Rather, I will be assessing your child’s spelling capabilities through their writing.  Students will be accountable for the Word Wall words in all of their writing attempts.  You will find a copy of the current Word Wall words in their homework folder for this reason.
Math Block


The math program is centered around a hands on, cooperative learning approach that also integrates writing, science and social studies into the curriculum. The components in the math program include:


* Active lessons 


* Computation


* Application of math concepts


* Calculator Exploration


* Problem Solving


* Data Exploration (social studies/math)


* Discussion/Math Learning Log (writing/math)

        * AIMS (activities integrating math and science) 

Homework


Three things should be occurring daily in your child’s home life in order for education to have the needed impact on your child’s life.


#1  Read everyday for at least 20 minutes and then tell someone what you read.  There is a “Take Home Reading” form in your child’s homework folder that is to be filled out each evening after your child reads a book and tells you what happened.  The student can record the title of the book and then you need to rate your child’s retelling of the story or chapter read.


#2  Write every day.  Students can write a summary of what they read for the Take Home Reading program, they can write in a diary, make a shopping list or ‘To Do’ list, write a letter or thank you note, or write a poem or story.


#3  Practice math computation, especially knowing basic facts of addition, subtraction, and multiplication.  This can be done with a computer program, flashcards, etc.


Weekly Progress Reports


Each week your child will fill out a weekly progress report to give you an idea of what he or she learned at school that week.  I will add any pertinent information and encourage you to respond with your own comments as well.  Please let me know if you see your child struggling with anything at home or having problems adjusting to the new environment, or if you have any questions about anything that goes on in our classroom.

Conferences


I would like to meet with every parent and student twice during the nine weeks if possible, once at the beginning and again near the end.   I use three way conferencing (student, parents, and teacher) so if there is something you would like to discuss privately please call me at school (431-1027) or e-mail me (TEACHERVO@aol.com).

Learning Styles

        Everyone has a learning style (a way to study and learn new or difficult material), and together we will explore the factors that affect how we learn.  I do my best to encourage everyone to discover their personal learning style by becoming aware of their preference in certain areas: 


Environmental:

 

Sounds - silence/quiet (may use sound deadening earphones), classical music 



(Mozart), or background noise (people talking, television playing, etc. out 


of view). 



Light - bright or dim; fluorescent, lamp, or natural light.

                    
Temperature - warm or cool.

                    
Design - formal seating such as a desk/table and chair, or informal seating such as 


on the floor, sofa, bed, or bean bag chair.

      
Emotional:



Motivation - what or who motivates the individual.



Persistence - ability to stay with a hard task.



Responsibility/Conformity - degree of conformity and non-conformity.



Structure - preference for structured or less structured activities.

 
Sociological:



Self - prefers to work alone.



Pair - prefers to work with one other person.



Team - prefers to work with a group as part of a team.



Authority - prefers authority figure present or absent.



Varied - able to work well in a variety of combinations.


Physical:



Perceptual Strengths - refers to whether one learns best by hearing (auditory), 



seeing (visual), touching (tactile), or using whole body movements 



(kinesthetic).



Intake - refers to the need, if present for ‘thinker food’ during study.



Time - best time of day for learning whether early or late morning, early or late 


afternoon, evening, or nighttime.



Mobility - need for bodily movement and/or physical activity or frequent breaks 


during study.



Psychological:



Analytical or Global - Analytical refers to learning better by putting pieces of 



knowledge together (part-to-whole) to form a ‘big picture’.  Global means 


one learns better if given the ‘big picture’ then determines what the pieces 


are that go together that make the ‘big picture’ (whole-to-part).



Cerebral Preferences - refers to the side of the brain that is dominant in thinking 


style (right-brain, left-brain).



Reflective/Impulsive - refers to whether one thinks things through first or acts first.


When children discover their preferences/differences and recognize them as strengths, they will be able to do their best learning.  


Snack Time

Students may bring ‘thinking foods’ to school.  The guidelines for these foods are:  sugar of any form (dextrose, fructose, corn syrup, etc.) or it’s substitutes (NutraSweet, Sweet’N’Low, or saccharin) must not be in the first four ingredients.  Ingredients in parenthesis are considered to be part of the ingredient appearing directly in front of the parenthesis.  Some examples of good snacks are: raw vegetables, fresh fruit, natural yogurt, hard boiled eggs, cheese or peanut butter crackers, pretzels, etc.  No chips, candy, cookies, or cake.  Drinks are allowed.  They must be water, white milk, or 100% natural fruit juice.  White milk may be purchased from the cafeteria before 10:00 A.M..  Juice or water that is put into a container at home must be in a container with a screw-on flip top.  No Capri Sun, Kool Aid, Gatorade, Sunny Delight, or Squeeze-It type drinks, they are NOT 100% fruit juice.  There is no set ‘snack time’.  Students will be allowed to eat/drink whenever they feel the need to do so as long as it does not interfere with their learning or other students.


Other

For learning styles purposes students may  wear ball caps in my classroom.  This sometimes helps cut down on the glare from fluorescent lights on reading material.  Students cannot wear their caps any where else in the building, and the caps must not have tobacco, alcohol, or violent pictures or slogans on them.


Also, studies have shown that certain flavors actually stimulate brain activity associated with learning new or difficult material.  Students in my classroom will be allowed to chew sugarless spearmint, peppermint, wintergreen, or cinnamon chewing gum (no exceptions to the sugarless and flavor guidelines).  Chewing gum will not be allowed in any other part of  the building or outdoors.

  
* Abuse of any of these privileges will result in the loss of privileges. 

Positive Discipline/Character Education


My primary focus in using positive discipline in the classroom is to create a classroom climate that is nurturing to both self-esteem and academic performance.  This process is like putting together parts of a puzzle.  The parts include: creating an atmosphere of caring based on kindness, firmness, and dignity; holding classroom meetings through which students learn to help one another by solving  problems together, learning the tools of mutual respect, cooperation, and collaboration; and holding parent/teacher/student conferences to communicate progress and find ways to encourage students.


Extensive research has shown that punishment and rewards have many long-term negative results (such as rebellion, the negative use of power, or thoughtless compliance) and do not teach self-discipline, self-control, or any other important characteristics and skills for success in life.

Therefore, you will not find included in this letter classroom rules, punishments, and rewards.  The students will be given or help develop the guidelines/routines for our classroom.  In the first few days they will also participate in activities to strengthen their communication skills, learn to encourage one another, learn effective problem-solving skills, and focus on solutions instead of punishment.  They will learn to see mistakes as opportunities for growth and  learn what to do about their mistakes.




