Washington Park Arboretum

-“urban green space on the shores of Lake Washington”

-230 acres

-City of Seattle’s Department of Parks and Recreation hold the title to the land

-University of Washington in association with the Center for Urban Horticulture manages the Arboretum and plant collections
-Designed by James Dawson of the Olmsted Brothers landscape firm, and developed in the 1930’s with WPA funds and labor. Much change occurred after WWII under the directions of Brian O. Mullgan
-Statement-The Washington Park Arboretum is a living plant museum emphasizing trees and shrubs hardy in the maritime Pacific Northwest. Collections are selected and arranged to display their beauty and function in urban landscapes, to demonstrate their natural ecology and diversity, and to conserve important species and cultivated varieties for the future. The Arboretum serves the public, students at all levels, naturalists, gardeners, and nursery and landscape professionals with its collections, educational programs, interpretations, and recreational opportunities.

-Oaks, conifers, camellias, Japanese maples and hollies known internationally as country’s largest. Also rhododendron, azalea, mountain ash, pine, spruce, cedar, fir, crabapple, magnoilia

-4,6000 different species. 40,000 trees, shrubs, and vines

-139 plants on the endangered species list

-Critics of the [Master] plan felt that it over-emphasized the scientific and educational elements of the park as an arboretum to the detriment of the park serving an unstructured recreational purpose.

