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	Nihilism recognises that mankind is not the touchstone which all things are measured against. We cannot logically deduce objective truth within the confines of subjective human experience. Thus human morality, faith and artificial order are baseless and insubstantial. 

Nihilism has no overarching structure or hierarchy, thus it is imperative that one recognises it as a process or tool, rather then a destination which one arrives at. Merely, it aids one in understanding meaning free of pretext, faulty logic and unnecessary components, using scepticism coupled with reductionism. It is up to the individual to decide for him or her self. 
Nihilism illuminates the assumptions and false underpinnings of what’s commonly taken for granted while rejecting:
· Faith & Belief
· Teleology (i.e. destiny)
This newsletter is the bridge between 'planning' and 'practice', to inspire those who want to be Nihilists and inform those who are unaware of what nihilism is. By distributing, even reading, this newsletter you are promoting a more consistent, substantial nihilism, different to misinformed public opinion and devoid of commercial media sensationalism.

For more information on what Nihilism is about visit Nihilism’s Home Page at www.CounterOrder.com/nihilism.html
	Featured are submissions on a variety of topics (i.e. Essays, poems, art etc) produced by nihilists, for nihilists.

Think you can be useful? Send in your piece to either Freydis or myself (contact details below). 

- Editor & Producer -

TheStartOfTheEnd nihilism_now@hushmail.com

· CounterOrder.com Webmaster –

Freydis

freydis@counterorder.com

- Discussion Forum - http://groups.yahoo.com/group/OnlineNihilism

- Symposium For Nihilism - http://www.counterorder.com/phpBB2/index.php

The two online forums above serve different purposes. If you want to discuss and debate nihilism, are unsure if you are a nihilist or not or are merely interested in the subject, go to the forum labelled ‘discussion’. If you are definite in your position as a Nihilist and are interested in joining the Cadre and taking part in the action, then go to the Symposium.

“Nihilism is where you go when you can't find anything to believe in.” - Freydis
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	Essays and Analysis

In Nietzsche's The Anti-Christ, he claims Christianity to be a pitiful religion for the weak. The basis for this I believe is the fact that Christians can, at anytime, ask for forgiveness from their Father, and achieve eternal bliss. So my understanding is a man can lead a life rooted in debauchery and degradation, and at the last minute experience some great epiphany, accept Jesus as his saviour, and with this he'll be allowed to mingle with the folk who dedicated their whole lives to the Scripture.  Is society so desperate to cling to some form of hope that they'll allow such a blatant crime to be committed against their intelligence?  If this were true, why would anyone in their right mind live a life of prudence, righteousness, and discipline while others can achieve the same outcome by indulging in whatever desires they want?

Aristotle believed that governments were set up to pursue good for the community around them.  I see organized religion as product of humanity's "need" to instil in us the want to "do good". This "need" stems from society's inability to control the one characteristic we humans hold dear, free will.  Society can set standards and parliaments can pass laws, but it's still up to the conscious mind to choose to follow these standards. But when you add religion to the psyche, the conscious mind is just projecting the thoughts of the unconscious goal of attaining a relationship with God.


	So even though we believe that we are making our own choices, these choices are based on desires conditioned by our environment.  Ex: John doesn't steal because it's not right.  It's not right because it's against the law.  It's against the law because the Bible says, "thou shall not steal".  John doesn't steal because of God's judgment. So in the end, it's not because of personal want or need that John doesn't steal, but out of fear of God's wrath.  Now what if God doesn't exist, who is John really afraid of?  Society?  Even if John’s initial beliefs were of God and his judgment, without proof of God John is just following society's standards of beliefs. But where there's no proof we insert Faith.  Faith is a powerful tool.  It's basically saying, "trust me".  Religion asks, no tells us to base our actions and thoughts on faith, blind faith, because the Bible says so.

Now, I'm not attacking Christians here, I believe everybody needs a crutch; a harmless vice if you will.  Whether it's drugs, alcohol, sex, gambling, or faith, everyone needs something to get them through the day.  I am in no way saying religion is a drug. But with a bleak and dismal outlook on life, both could be used as an instrument to cope.  Society puts an emphasis on what is generally accepted and not was is truly believed.
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If you choose to put your faith in religion it's a sort of a coping mechanism.  It is used to help deal with things that we cannot explain.  Christians need to feel that there's more to life than the physical nature of it.  Yet it's the physical aspect of our being that leads us on this journey to find some sort of meaning to life. People long to prolong their existence on some level of being.

It is human nature to yearn for the answers to life's questions.  Why are we here?  Is there a god? Why do we feel emotions?  And so on...  The nihilist says there are no answers to these questions.  The existentialist asks why we should concern ourselves with the questions.  The agnostic acknowledges that there are indeed answers, but insists that we're not capable of comprehending them.  The rationalist is the one asking the questions.  And the sceptic is waiting to prove them all wrong.  So how is it that we as humans can differ so greatly in our understanding in the place of things?  Eat.  Sleep.  Breathe.  Repeat.  We all share the same basic necessities for survival.  With all these different ways of thinking how can society as a whole come to agreement on anything? So why is it that some of us still seek out a higher level of understanding?


	For every rationalization there is always a rebuttal.  For every answer there is always the initial question.

Why does there have to be an existence after death?  And if there is, why are human beings so preoccupied with it?  Does there have to be some great meaning to life? Our physical existence is limited, this is the only known thing and that's what we should put faith in. Should we stop seeking truth?  What truth are we looking for? Truth is what has become commonly accepted through time as the correct meaning.  So with this being said is it really worth finding, or would it just be an opinion of the seeker?  If there is a great truth or meaning of life, are we prepared for every possible result?  We just might get let down.

- by Dennis L. Rice, contributor

dlrice@ashland.navy.mil
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- by Kerozene, Symposium contributor

	Arts and Entertainment - Review

A review of Guerrilla: The taking of Patty Hearst (2004) DVD 

This film is about an urban revolutionary group that emerged in the seventies, called itself the Symbionese Liberation Army, and proceeded to rob banks and kidnap the daughter of a wealthy newspaper publisher - Patty Hearst. The bizarre events surrounding the kidnapping period are the primary reason for the film and the reason the episode is remembered.


	Patty Hearst goes from captive to supporter and even helps the SLA rob a bank, but the film never determines whether she was simply trying to impress her captors or if she really switched sides. One thing is clear though, although she had opportunities to flee she never did. Several years passed and eventually the SLA dissipated, either being killed or simply melting back into mainstream society until the recent trial that put the remaining members in prison for a few years because of a botched bank robbery and murder.
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The SLA members weren't just pissed-off about where their world was going, they actually did something about it, and in that regard the SLA conducted many operations that aided their effort such as intensive weapons training, successful bank robberies, and police evasion. 

Unfortunately, the SLA fell into the error of many other revolutionary groups that begin violent and illegal activates before establishing a popular support base, consequently their revolution lacked sustainability. The SLA members were young, rash and in need of immediate gratification. Revolutionary actions must also match with revolutionary theory otherwise a dangerous disconnect emerges that undermines the longevity and cohesion of the group. In other words, if murder had been acceptable practice in theory then when it occurred in practice it would not have generated internal conflict, undermining positive motivation. Still, the SLA did have many supporters in the Bay Area of central California due to their use of Patty Hearst as a bargaining tool to get food aid delivered to the cities poor.

Overall the film is well made, informative, and paced to hold the viewers interest. However the film doesn’t really explain the motives, ideology or plan of the SLA, merely implies portions of it, nor does it ever interview the main character – Patty Hearst!

- by Freydis
	Poetry

The droning of Human Animals could resemble music.

Sounds of industrialization mimic their internal dialogue

Their purpose. Building a factory of thoughts driven by machines.

Droning, Droning on. We can’t escape its blast furnace of age-old ideals.

- by Philip Tarr, contributor

Essays and Analysis

Hello my name is Philip Robert Tarr. I will cut to the chase; I am here to address the enemy within the fabricated reality of POP CULTURE. I am not a very "educated" man as to my learnings of the fragmented understanding found within Science, Philosophy, Political Science, Math and English. I am 19 years of age at the current moment. I have no "education" past the High School Level. I am very compelled to write about this certain subject because it confronts me in every aspect of my life.

When I make music, when I watch Television, when I am confronted by the anger of false idol worshipers, In shopping malls, on the radio, etc etc. I am confronted by what I see as a FALSE CULTURE OF ILLUSION. The falseness that I indicate which resides within the cultural system of the capitalist society does not however drive me to anger and or apathy...
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...towards my everyday life. I have no feeling towards our society. This is just an empiricism essay written by me about how I have felt and experienced the past 19 years of my life. Although these things have been said before by many past comments on society.

So far I have shared with you my feeling towards our society, so now I will share with you my findings within research and my personal experiences about the workings of what I call THE MONOTONE CULTURE NOISE OF POP MUSIC AND POP CULTURE.

Culture, popular culture, popular culture music. All comes in different forms, But these different forms are an illusion of a unified material weapon. A Material weapon made for the war that ensues silently and not so silently every time your brain is subject to total degradation through materialistic domination by the mass media's system of objects. This unified weapon, the one I am addressing. The weapon of sound is just one of the many systematic steps in cultural hegemony (Cultural hegemony not unlike that featured in Marxist Philosophy) The material of sound in this case is:

Firstly sound related to image,

Followed by image with sound,

Then image being the only sound by being both combined truly as one object for mass consumption. It all seems different the masses usually proclaim. "I listen to all types of music"
	Noise dulls ears, so you cannot hear

The mass media dulls your mind, so you cannot think

But no-one owns your eyes,

Only the things you see are contained within ownership

But overlooked by the dumbed ear is the illusion of DIFFERING THOUGHTS. When really "differing thoughts" are just the harsh monotoned noises of popular culture. The one note on the so-called musical scale of the consumeristic fashion market. Within this massive illusion of falsified free thinking "musical genius ideals" designed solely to be in the "spotlight" to show you the way to utter nihilistic consumption on the one note musical scale, is the slightly smaller but very important ILLUSION OF CHANGE.

Change from one trend to the next, The illusion of youth breaking "New ground". The conquering vitality of the younger generation overcoming the older misrepresented generations. The breaking of the so called subsequent chains of the decomposing past generation presented in full graphic detail as if it was an image for comparison to the NEW WAVE of ideologically thirsty young minds. This however is the distraction from the obvious course of the mainstream culture of materialism's goal of human enslavement through objects.
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Because in the very bones and flesh of this breaking of the "New ground" is contained the same very principles of the last social trend, and that is the consumeristic fetish principles set forth by society to maintain the capitalist system in which we are all in chained. Music scenes set up to apparently function autonomous to the naked eye are totally supported because they are systematic in providing musical "Stars".

When in actuality all the "Music scenes" are just cheap perversions of the same thing. That is the perversion of the MATERIALISM OF POP CULTURE. When all the distractions are aside and understood for what they really are. It is apparent that these scenes can not function autonomously because they are so ingrained within materialistic practise and popular culture, that it wouldn’t hold up without THE SEE THROUGH SPINE 

OF MUSICAL ELITISIM.

The musical "stars" spawning from these "scenes" are then made into objects for the materialistic public to identify with. Then when the public or "underground" or whichever distraction label resides begins identifying with these "stars", it brings about a repression of free thought stemming from unknowingly and subconsciously adapting certain roles and ideals associated with the current "stars" in question.


	This in turn, then spawns the notion of rebellion from the standard of the present musical mode causing people to reject the "Mainstream" culture then dividing, alienating and breaking off into certain groups of "ideological rebelliousness". The rebelliousness is now the run off from the industrialization of the POP MUSIC. And the run off is now made into conflict within the musical movement. The conflict then is now an added distraction and is also able to be made into a sellable product.

As well as profiting from the new "conflict". The materialistic society involved with music has now breed separations. REASONS FOR ELITISIM within the illusion of CHANGE. ELITISM, THE DESTRUCTION OF FREE THOUGHT THROUGH CONTROLLED SYSTEMATIC VARIATIONS OF NEGATIVE/POSITIVE SOCIAL DIVISIONARY ILLUSIONS.

Now after coming to a sort of "conclusion" in a personal sense about the nature of change within musical subcultures and the mass media. You think, why wouldn’t it be enough to just keep this idea contained within my own thoughts? Why bother to even write about the illusions of change, and the harsh destruction of art through elitism? Isn’t this essay enough in itself to spawn divisions of negative illusionary change? Even in the primitive way I put together my arguments and grammar. HA!
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But before I answer some of these questions. I would like to ask the reader, do YOU believe in real free art? Do you believe in art that begins from nothing and ends in nothing - an abstract from the usual form of beginning from a certain set model and ending in the unavoidable waste pile waiting for the deserving robotic creation at the end of its pre destined life span? I believe in such an art form.

And that is why I wrote this essay and could not contain these ideas within in my own thoughts. I painted this essay with words for a reason. The reason to DEFEND the integrity of my ART form. To defend my art against the corroding forces of musical ELITISM. That is why I have written. That is why I cynically have written with such blunt words from my "uneducated" mind.

I have taken nothingness and shaped it into a weapon.

I have taken in the "essence" of the destructive possibilities set forth by the introduction of a weapon in any certain setting and made that into a color.

I have taken the response to this gruesome color emoted by human beings and have found in this action of human emotional chemistry there is the spawning ground for the most colorful...
	...tones of all.

And finally with these, I have painted a cynical picture of the NOTHINGNESS values of the materialistic decadent human society and the music in which is one of its very own weapons.

I have made a weapon out of societies weapon. I have declared war with no feeling.

But in my war, there is no division. For this art I speak of is a reflection of societies material weapons. It suggests nothing, it just depicts. But in this depiction one might find suggestion.

No one before has taken in the totality of gruesome colors that our culture has produced and then painted the pictures that I envision everyday.

When people have the tendency to lump such a belief into "rebellion for the sake of rebellion", I am even cynically mocking "rebellion" in all its ill-fated glory.
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Elitism is solely dependent on image, be it the image of visualization or the image within sound. Free thought, free of image, art devoid of limitations is Freedom, freedom to express anything and to sense everything and nothing. In life, we create our art from the living, the never to have lived, and the dead that have lived. We also create our art from things never to have existed. To exist is to sense. And within sense, there is order. Within order, there is disorder. And within this disorder comes certain and uncertain art, And within these art forms there becomes limitations. Limitations of image, limitations of sound. This piece is to express to you, that there is no limitation truly. They are human made. That nothing makes up everything. And everything can be seen as nothing. When you start with nothing there are no limitations. When you end with nothing there is no limitation of sense.

When I show NOTHINGNESS I am showing the LIMITLESSNESS that can be!

-Philip Tarr, contributor
	Arts and Entertainment
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-by TheStartOfTheEnd

This photo is part of a series commenting on mans place in nature. It is a common misconception that mankind has no place in the natural order, that we are infringing upon its beauty, or perhaps that we are somehow central to its workings. We are as much a part of nature as the birds and the trees. The whole that we are a part of is somewhat larger then what we like to imagine. 

This particular photo shows smog and haze illuminating the sunset.
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- Razor % by StarkReflection, Symposium contributor

	Essays and Analysis

Why I Don’t Believe In God, or My Manifesto

After several years of analysis and debate, I have come up with, what I consider to be, the most logically defensible position regarding God and the supernatural. In this essay, I intend to briefly expand upon the following statements: 
	1. All knowledge is gained through the five senses.

2. Our knowledge of the world is limited to our brains interpretation of information received via the five senses

3. God cannot be detected by any of the five senses.

4. Therefore, God is unknowable.

5. If God is unknowable, then it means nothing to say that God exists - God is meaningless / worthless.
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	 6. If God were, somehow, knowable, then It would be governed by the same physical laws as us.

7. If God were governed by the same physical laws as us, then Its existence would be scientifically provable.

8. God cannot be scientifically proven.

9. Therefore, God is still unknowable.

In this context, I use the word ‘God’ as an umbrella term to include any and all supernatural entities/forces.

The impact of faith on a human is undeniable. Faith forms a basis for a person’s actions and morals – how they interact with others and themselves. So what if these bases, these faiths, were valueless and illogical? The resulting morals and actions would also be illogical. Furthermore, what if a great many people assumed the same faiths either without question or with faulty reasoning? Suspension of critical thought is dangerous – and to have faith is to abandon such thought.

If there is no knowable way God can impact upon us, if there is nothing that can prove Gods existence, what does it mean when we say that God exists? God is merely a reflection of our need for an ideological mother, something to reward and punish us, comforts us when we’re confused and protect us from wrongdoers. Part of nihilism is the...
	...severing of such maternal bonds – the realisation that we don’t need an ideological mother because there are no ultimate answers.

If God is unknowable and irrelevant, it leaves the believers as fools. It leaves them as such because it renders the entirety of religion and spirituality as irrelevant. When you consider the placement of faith as a base for actions and values, and that faith is subverted and made irrelevant, the actions and values of the individual are then baseless. If one rejects faith outright, it leaves the individual to define their own values through logic and reason, leading to a more meaningful, Godless existence.

- by TheStartOfTheEnd, Cadre member, regular Symposium contributor and newsletter editor
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