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NIHILISM NOW!

Nihilism’s Official Newsletter

Issue 2 – May/June 2006

	Nihilism recognises that mankind is part of a larger system and that we are not the touchstone against which all things are measured. Thus human morality, faith and artificial order are false and insubstantial. Faith and all which requires it is nothing but detrimental, being the ultimate paradise, free of logic, reason and common sense
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Nihilism uses scepticism coupled with reductionism, meaning that the nihilist aims to understand meaning free of pretext, faulty logic and unnecessary components. The objects in the scope of the nihilist’s sniper rifle could include nearly anything, but some noteworthy things would be,
- those who seek to stifle free thought
- a faith or ideology which punishes those who do not share it
- those who use faulty logic and false reasoning
Ultimately, the nihilist is the anti-ideologist.
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This newsletter is the bridge between ‘planning’ and ‘practice’ (see diagram), to inspire those who want to be nihilists and inform those who know nothing about nihilism. By distributing, even reading, this newsletter you are promoting a more consistent, substantial nihilism, different to misinformed public opinion and devoid of commercial media sensationalism.
Featured will be submissions on a variety of topics (i.e.. Essays, poems, art etc) produced by nihilists, for nihilists. Think you can be useful? Send in your piece to either Freydis or myself (contact details at bottom).
TheStartOfTheEnd, Nihilism Now! editor

	Poetry

Destruction is Creation: Creation is Destruction
Objectivity is Subjective: Subjectivity is Objective
Control is Freedom: Freedom is Control
Chaos is Order: Order is Chaos
Killing is Reproducing: Reproducing is Killing
Life is Death: Death is Life
Stealing is Giving: Giving is Stealing
Pain is Pleasure: Pleasure is Pain
Evil is Good: Good is Evil
Lies are True: Truth is lies
Nothing is Everything: Everything is Nothing

Indulgence in Subjective Nothingness
- Sean Hobbs a.k.a Zverkov0, Symposium contributor
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	Essays & Analysis 

One of the interesting paradoxes inherent within nihilism is that is seems to promote individuality by suggesting that the individual doesn't matter in the grand scheme of things. Nihilism can work with existentialism as well as hedonism to form the ideal philosophy (or anti-philosophy) which centers around the individual's decision to reject authority (God, government, traditional thought, etc.) in favor of creative and critical thinking. Hedonism can indeed lead to enslavement since a person is capable of allowing his pleasures to ruin his life. However, responsible hedonism can lead to pleasure. Slavery to one’s compulsions is essentially hedonism gone wrong. Then again, does pleasure exist if it is contingent upon the immediate present? Since desires need to be fulfilled each time they arise, how can one be happy from the fulfilling of an immediate urge? Those same urges may come back and haunt you moments later. Does the self really exist, if a person is capable of changing his self to adapt to different environments? Many people try to be themselves which is a contradiction of the concept itself. 

Happiness is every bit a societal construct as is love. Sex is instinctual; love is utopian. Similarly, seeking pleasure is instinctual; happiness is utopian. You cannot achieve happiness since it is transitory. Christianity states that eternal happiness comes when one lives a good, ‘Christian’ life. However, people are incapable of being happy on a consistent basis, and therefore it is illogical to think that life after death allows the self to stop being human, and turn into some sort of vegetative angel-like state. Humans are imperfect and are capable of good and evil. In fact, it is silly that society tries to dichotomize everything: good and bad, moral and immoral, black and white, democrat and republican, etc. Humans are too complex to be categorized by those silly labels. 

Nihilism is a foundation for which to build your own philosophies on. It is a rejection of morality, religion, rules, government, etc., all of which are attempting to oppress the individual and scare him into a life of compliance. A true self derives from critical thinking, personal philosophies, and an understanding of the hypocrisies permeating the world we live in. Embrace nihilism by letting go of preconceived notions.
- John Mancuso (a.k.a pawnstar3) April, 2005, Symposium contributor

Art & Entertainment - Music Review 

Music review: Vs. the Faecal Juggernaut of Mass Culture by Snog (2006).
I have been increasingly impressed with the music and attitudes expressed by Snog ever since I first listened to Third Mall From the Sun about two years ago. Lead singer and main creative element behind Snog, the Australian David Thrussel, consistently connects dead on with Nihilism in his lyrics. Snog is the closest match to Nihilism in music that I have heard recently, with a burn-it-all-down strident rejection of popular culture, contemporary western politics, and the corporate control of private life. Thrussel crafts and delivers music with the sound of a politically and socially aware Marilyn Manson. And in this regard Snog’s latest effort does not disappoint with songs like Planet of Shit, Destroyer, and a favorite Karma Song (mp3).
Sometimes David’s musical delivery stretches the audiences aural credulity in songs like Al Qaeda is your best friend, King of Hate and Lee Harvey Oswald (mp3) it’s hard to know whether to laugh or get angry; is this serious commentary or simple sarcasm? (Continued from page two.)

Overall in a musical sense I don’t think that Juggernaut is quite up to the musical quality standard of beyond the valley of the proles, but perhaps this is intentional because it does have an angrier and more intense feel to it. In Juggernaut the sound balance between David’s singing and the supporting band seems off, with the result being too much noise and not 
(Continued on page three)
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	(Continued from page two.) 
enough melody.
As a nice bonus the CD also includes eight songs in mp3 format as well as lyrics and band photo images. 
Overall, considering that the main tracks have a few rough edges but the CD also has the extras, I’m giving this album five out five stars. For more information on Snog, such as tour dates, visit their MySpace website: http://www.myspace.com/snogtheband or the band’s homepage: http://worldwentdown.com/imcc/  
- Freydis, 23-5-06
Art & Entertainment - Art

‘The Art Allergy’ by Stark Reflection
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Art & Entertainment - Film Review

Film Review : Touching The Void
(I will attempt to make this review as "spoiler" free as possible)
The film Touching the Void is a re-construction of the events of 1985 in the lives of Joe Simpson, Simon Yates, and Richard Hawkins, the two ambitious mountaineers met Richard (a non-climber) in Lima and offered him to join them on their trip to Peru, Joe in his own words "Wanted to climb the world" and Simon presents his views on climbing as an amazing amount of space and freedom, both of which elect to take on an unclimbed western face of a 21,000ft Peak called: Siula Grande. 
"People had tried and they had failed, so we knew it was hard" 
(Continued on page four.)
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	(continued from page three)
Art &Entertainment - Film Review 
The film acts in some respects as a documentary, with the narrators being Joe, Simon and Richard, with the actual scenes being played by two other mountaineers in an attempt to re-create their adventure.
Joe and Simon ask Richard to come along to help look after base camp, before taking on the western face, they have chosen to climb "Alpine Style" which involves packing a rucksack with all equipment, food etc and heading straight onto the climb, without a fixed line of rope, and no set of camps, it is a form of mountaineering that if you get injured then you have little method of retreat.

After the third day the duo reach the summit after having climbed a very strenuous and dangerous face, however on the descent one of the duo is injured and the two men are separated ( this is as much as I can say without giving away much of the story) both faced with a small chance of survival, attempt to make their way alone back to base camp, the story portrays to me a great deal of endurance, both physical and mental struggle, and the will to survive in the face of futility, it challenges apparent capacity of human strength and endurance, subverts irrelevant values and dignity in the face of survival, and presents an idea of the sensations, the thoughts, the delirium, that the mountaineers experienced. 

Joe was 25 and Simon 21 at the time of their climb, both came very close to demise during their successful attempt to the climb the western face of Siula Grande.
- Stark Reflection, regular Symposium contributor.
Help Wanted - Volunteer Jobs
(Ranked by current need.) 

#1 Newsletter Contributor
We can use your help! Write an essay, create some artwork, write a review, or something else entirely. Send your contributions to Nihilism Now! editor TheStartOfTheEnd or Freydis. 

#2 Translators
Did you know that Nihilism's Home Page in Spanish is the read more than the English version. We would greatly like to translate more of the website and even this newsletter but we need your help to do it. If you can translate from English to Spanish or any other language please contact us. 

#3 Moderators

Keeps the online discussion groups (at Yahoo! and the Symposium) and its members generally on task and focused. Checks and admits new members, generally keeps the discussion group functioning as smoothly as possible; ejects nuisance persons if necessary. 

#4 Active Nihilism Participant
Would you like to meet other Nihilists and those interested in the topic? Do you want to do something besides just discuss nihilism? If so then do something about it and join the Symposium Forum today: http://www.counterorder.com/phpBB2/index.php 
#5 Content Producer 
This person converts the theory and ideas into publicly accessible and readable content for the intended audiences. The content producer also distils key elements down into quickly recognizable and easily remembered slogans and ideas for use in posters, stickers, flyers, etc. Anything funny, original, entertaining - this is what we need to attract the interest of new Nihilists. Important skills used here include graphic arts, publishing and electronic graphics software.

#6 Publicity Manager
This is an important and interesting job that involves two parts. The first part is searching for and connecting us with new avenues of publicity for Nihilism such as in book publishing opportunities, magazine articles, interviews and so on. The second part of this job is measuring the public reaction to Nihilism. This can involve reading books and magazines, watching movies for references to nihilism and doing online searches for references, comments and links to nihilism and our own efforts then reading the web pages or message boards to identify the comments and questions posed in those outside forums.

	Produced by: Freydis

Edited by: Carrie a.k.a TheStartOfTheEnd

Contact Info: editor: casey_chaos_00@hushmail.com

Cadre leader: freydis@counterorder.com

Web address: http://www.CounterOrder.com
Group address: http://www.counterorder.com/phpBB2/index.php
www.CounterOrder.com
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