Sepember 14, 18 1998:
MM: January 1945- March 1946

Due to the sudden end of World War 11, many expected the US to have leverage dueto its
possession of nuclear warfare. Theillusonof aworld a peace did nat last. A Sovietsp
ringwas uncoveredoperating in the United States and Canada. Thegroup had alread
compromised atomic bomb technology within 30 days of the end of the war.

World leaders were concerned abou tensions between the United States ard the Sovie
Union, bu the puldic was unaware of the mounting strife and warted troops returned
home cuickly. InJune of 1945 12million Americans were serving under arms. One
year later, that number had dropped to 3 million, and by June of 1947, therewere only
1.5 million seving. Asthe chart below shows, the rapd return of the ammed forces was
not as much demabilization as disintegration.

Americans Under Arms 1945-1947
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President Truman, Marshall, and Eiserhower wanted to ingtitute "Universal Military
Training" in preparation for any future conflicts. Congress, however, nixed theidea,
asserting the plan was o costly, and ingisting there was no need for apeacetime dratft.

Domestically, discusson began over the cortrol of nuclear wegporry and research.
Movement began for internationd control. White House officials stressed they would not
agee o international controls unless there was unanimous consent anongthe wncerned
parties. Congressoppased an plan which did nat require their approval. Rumars on
Capitol Hill claimed Truman was aboutto give away the secret of the bomb.

Inthe Allied meeting of Septenber 1945,the Soviets escalated their demandsand no
ageementswere mace at all. In December of 1945 Secretary of StateBurns met with
Stalin to discuss the future of Eastern Europe. Stdin's concessions were inconsequential
On February 9, 1946 Stalin delivered aspeech in which he declared Communism and
Capitaliam cannot coexist. War between the supepowers seemed inevitable. When
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World War Il ended, 54% of Americans were willing to trust the Soviet Union. B
February of 1946, that number had droppedto 35%.

President Trumaris public rhetoric toward the Soviet Union was neutral or positive.
Privately, he was concernedover the Soviet situation, and he used various surrogates to
deliver his anti-Soviet rhetoric.

Churchill'slron Curtain Speech:

On March 5, 1946 Winston Churchill ddivered aspeech at Westminster College in
Fulton, Missouri. The speech was titled Alliance of English-Speaking People, but it
becameknown as"The Iron Curtain Speech.”

Westminster College was a small college in "the middle o
nowhere,” but Churchill deliveredthis addess with Presiden
Truman on hand to introduce theformer prime minister. Few
repaterswere on hand, but the speech was widely coveredthe
next day.

Churchill clearly explained this speech was goinion and not
policy. Truman was fully aware of the speech’s cortent, but
Winston Churchill | deniedit puldicly.

The speech gpoke of the "fraternd relation of Engish-speaking peoples.” It was
delivered from aviewpoint of British hubris, but it dso reflected Churchill's imperiaistic
views. Some key points of the geech induded:

Churchill's contrast of Communism and Christerdo

New, permeating language (e g. "lron Curtain")

A discussion of "bonding together" forces (later fulfilledin NATO)

Onthe aher hand | repu se the ideathat anew war is inevitable; still more
that it isimminent. Itisbecausel am so surethat our fortunes are in our
own hards ard that we hold the power to save our future, that | feel the
duty to speak out now that | have occasonto dosa | donat believe tha
Soviet Russian desireswar. What they desreis thefruits of war ard the
indefinite expanson of their power ard doctrines...

Our difficulties and dangers will not be removed by dosing aur eyesto
them. They will nat be removedby mere waiting to see what happens, nor
will they berelieved by a policy of appeasement..

From what | have seen of our Russian friends and dlies duingthewar, |
am convinced that thereisnothing for which they have less regect than
for military weakness. For that reasonthe old doctrine of a kelance o
power is ursound.
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Churchill's speech wasnot well received. The American pulic was frightened and
angered by its sentiment.

Kennen'sL ong Telegram:

George Keman servedunder the U.S. ambassador to
Moscow from 193337, a period which included Stalin's
purges. He had served previous diplomatic posts in
Prague, Lisbon, and ather sites. When he returned to the
U.S., Keman was an outspoken opporent of policies
toward the Soviet Union, but his advicewent unheeded
Keman courseledagaingt the Y alta conference. He
asserted the UN would not resolve problems between the
world powers, andKenran said the U.S. must prepare for a
long strugde.

On February 3, 1946 the Treasury Department cabled the
Moscow embassy requesting information abou the Soviet
reluctance ojoin theWorld Bark. The ambassador had

left and Keman saw an oppatunity to expresshis views on George Kennan
the Soviet Union. Ignoring the adual request, Kennan
composedan 8,000-word redy which he telegraphedon February 22.

KemansLong Telegram was an essay describing the Soviet worldview. Copies of the
document were quickly circulatedto the Commander of the Navy, Cabinet Secretaries,
the President, and others. The longtelegram became the "master document™ for
understanding the inner workings of the Soviet Unionin 1946 When recently appointed
Ambassador Harriman saw the document heincreased its circulation.

Keman describer the Soviet Union as a secluded, isolationist people. The country, he
said, was insulated and Stalin was ore of the few Soviets who had contact withthe world
outside of hiscountry. Kenran arguedthe citizenry was reive of the American view.
Therefore leaders must dea with the Sovietsin power - not the popuace.

The Soviet isolation was partly dueto insecurities (an idea that did not catch on for som
time). Keman portrayedthe Communist Paty as a darkly subversive organzation
dedicated to the overthrow of capitalism. Healso said, however, Soviet propagandawas
easl combattedby not overreacting.

Keman calledfor better communication between the American administration and the
American people. He believed the public should be prepered for theimminent rift
between the U.S. and the Soviet Union. It was, however, anather year before the
president began to discuss these problemswith the pubic.

Keman urged American leaders not to engage in an arms race. He believed instead he
U.S. should understard internal Sovie turmoils and selectively engagethe Sviets to
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contain their expangonist tendercies. He aguedaganst becoming like the enemyor
creating what Eisenhower dulbeda "garrison state.”

Keman also disaussed Sovietideology. He said Marxisttalk wasonly for internal
consumptioninthe Soviet Union. He assertedthe leaders did nat believe the Marxist
philosophy and were power-monges. He said the Soviets reject objective truth, which
meant they perceived fadua statements & possessingan ulterior motive. Hepredicted
the Soviets only wantedto use the UN to further their aims.

Keman advisedthe Soviet Unionwould resped force. He said Soviet leaders did nat
want war, only the fruits of war and would back down if they see strength. The public
was nat exposed to thisview until the announcement of the Truman Doctrine in March of
1947.

...we have apolitical force committed fanatically to the bdief ... thatit is
necessary that the internal harmony of our society be disrupted, our
tradtional way of life be destroyed the internationa autharity of our Sate
be broken, if Soviet power isto be seaure...

Impervious to logic of reason, [Soviet power] ishighly sensitive to logic
of force. For thisreasonit can easly withdraw - and usually does - when
strongresistance is encountered... Thus, if the adversary has sufficient
force and makesclea hisrealinestouseit, he rarely has o do so.

Kemans Long Telegram became the blueprint for thinking abou the Sviet Union in the
early cold war.

Churchill's Iron Qurtain Speech cametwo weeks after KemansLong Telegram. Onthe
same day Congress wrote the Soviet Union demanding the withdrawal of troops from
Iran. Withou waiting for arepy, Secretary of State Byrnesreleased the content of the
nate to the press. Throughout 1946 the United Sates made no major concessions.

The Clifford Report:

Clark Clifford delivered the Report on Soviet Rdations on
Sepember 24, 1946 Clifford concluded Sovietswere"in
preparation for theinevitable conflict" and trying to wegken ther
foesany way possible. The report called for the U.S. to band
together with Britain to build itsownworld. The sentiment echoed
the Long Telegram - Americamust show strength. Clifford warned
to be preparedfor atomic or biological warfare. He aked for
patience with firmness.

Clark Clifford

President Truman decideda stronger stance was necessary. He was so sheken by the
Clifford Report he aderedall copies destroyedexcept for the one he kept inalocked
deskdrawer. Trumans desire to increase the auntry's military strength was hempered
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when Republicans took both houses of Congress in November with promises of lower
taxes, lower spending, and mare tariffs.

Truman wantedto increase military spending and foreign aid. Herequested $37.7 hillion
from Congress. Hewas ableto receive $347 billion aly because Sen. Arthur
Venderburg preserved themeaaure. The pulic resisted new spendng becausethey were
still uninformed of world affairs.

Britain informedthe State Department they could no longer afford to support Greece and
Turkey. Greece had been fighting internal Communist threds, and if Greece fell, so
might several Midd e Eastern countries.

On February 27, 1947 Truman invited bpartisan leadersto the White House. Secretar
of State Marshall began the meeting with adr rescitation of thefacts which clearl
bored hisaudience. Undersecretary DeanAcheson then bluntly laid out the
consequences of nat supporting Greece and Turkey.

Sen Vanderburg said, "If youtalk like that to the American people, we will support you.
Y oull haveto scare the hell out of the American people for Congressto support you."

Truman addessedajoint session of Congress and ga the requested funds within weeks.

The Truman Dodrine:

Delivered onMarch 12 1947 Trumans geech o
Congess createda dear dichatomy. Powerful rhetoric pu
Congessional leadersinatight spot - "whaose side ae you
on?'

At the resent moment inworld history nearly
every nation must choose between aternative ways
of life. Thechoice is too oftennot a free one.

Oneway of life is baseduponthe will of the —
majority, and is distinguished by freeingitutions, President Truman
representative government, free elections,
guarantees of individual liberty, freedom of speech and religion and
freedom from politica oppresson.

The second way of lifeisbased upon the will of a minority forcibly
imposeduponthe majority. It relies upon terror and oppression, a
controlledpress and radio; fixed elections, and the suppesson of persona
freedoms.

| believe that it must be the policy of the United States to support free
peopleswhoare resisting atempted subjugaion by armed minoritiesor b
outside pressures.
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| believe that wemust assist free peoples to work out their own destinies
intheir own ways.

On April 28, Secretary Marshall returned from ameeting with Stalin reporting the
"recovery of Europeis far slower than expected.” Marshall called for actionwithout
delay, and the next day he summoned Keman to fashion a plan to save the strugding
European economies.

The Marshall Plan:

On May 16, Keman recommended American ad to foster a
regional politica organization. He requestedgrants - noloars -
focusing on Western Europe. Hisrepat was sibmitted onMay
23, and from it was born the Marshal Plan. Marshall presented
the Plan at the Harvard commencement onJune 5

Thoudh the planwas actudly Kenrariscreation, it requiredthe
auhority of someone with confi dence and respect in the eyes of
the Americanpulic. Thus Truman dedded Marshall would
present the blueprint.

George Marshall

Itislogicd that the United States $rould do whatever it is able to do to
assist in the return of normal economic health in the world, withou which
there can be no pditica stability and no assured peace. Our policy is
directed not against any country or doctrine but against hunger, poverty,
desperation and chaos. Its purpose should betherevival of aworking
economy in the world so asto permit the emergence of political and socia
conditions in which free ingtitutions can exist

Moscow was invited to participate in the new organization (knowing they would decline).
Soviet leadersrefusedto join the initiative on the basis it would interfere with thel
internal plars (leaders did not want to reved detailsof their own economy). Inthe end,
16 nations including Great Britain, France and Itay participated.

InJuly of 1947 an article titled"The Sources of Soviet Condwct” appeaed in Foreign
Affairs. The anonymasarticle was only signed "X ," but thasein the foreign policy
estadishment recognzedKenran asthe auithor. Thiswasthe first puldic viewing of
Kemans remarks.

As 1947ended all of the Cold War elementswere in place public attitudes, the Marshall
Plan, aseaurity apparatus, and contestedterritory. It was clear that the Pasdam
ageementswere cead dong with world order.
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