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Luke 2:11  "For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord."





The Life of Prayer A Sermon By His Grace Abba Souryal General Bishop On-Assignment to The Coptic Youth of North America During His Blessed Visit To Our Church On Dec. 09, 1997 		


Introduction





A


s we are observing the Advent, or the Christmas Fast, I thought I might speak to you tonight on an important topic related to fasting and that is PRAYER.





As I was preparing for this topic, I found a book which has daily quotes from the early church fathers on various topics.  I opened the book on November 20th and to my complete amazement was a quote from Evagrius of Pontus who lived in the 4th century.  Let me begin with this:  He said, "Prayer is an ascent of the mind to God.  If you love God, you converse with Him continually as you would with your father, banishing every passion from your mind.  If you want to pray in the right way, try not to make anyone unhappy; otherwise your prayer is in vain ….. Prayer is born of joy and gratitude.  Prayer makes gentleness blossom in the heart.  Prayer saves from despondency (depression) and discouragement."





Actually, these words which were spoken sixteen centuries ago are amazingly alive today and can be of great benefit to us in understanding what prayer is all about.  I hope to make many more quotes from the golden words of the church fathers throughout this lecture.  Evagrius is saying to us here that we should not feel that God is far away, but He is very close to us and that we should speak to Him as if we were speaking with our parents or friends.  Unfortunately, many of us don't feel this way.  We may feel that prayer is boring and if we do it for a few minutes we cannot continue any longer or that our mind drift away.  Perhaps the reason is because we do not feel that we are standing in the presence of God, or do we not feel that our prayers will be answered or that God is not listening to us.  Let us realize that God is closer to us than we may think or realize.  He is even dwelling inside each one of us.  Do we realize this great mystery?  He lives in us through His Holy Spirit, that we received during baptism and also we are united to Him in each time we partake of His Holy Body and Blood.





Please do not think that God is in need of our prayers and that He could not survive without them!  Not at all!  It is actually the other way around, we are the one that are in need of this continual conversation with Him.  It is for our own benefit.  We need to have this close personal relationship with Him.  Christianity teaches us to pray at all times and without ceasing.  We have 24 hour hotline to God, He is always there to answer and to hear.  We will never get a busy signal, or voice mail, we won't need to press a whole series of numbers to get to Him, He is there and is ready to listen immediately.  So do not feel that prayer has to be at set times of the day, or, be in a very formal way.  God will accept any prayer at any time in any place if said with meekness and sincerity.  Learn to pray when you are in the car, when you are at school, while you are walking, when you feel there is a problem, just lift up your heart to God and ask for divine intervention and assistance.  More about types of prayer later.


Living in Western society with all of its wealth and luxury may be another cause of our problem with prayer.  Young people may feel that they don't need to pray because they don't need God.  Their parents provide them with every luxury and every need they want.  This may cause them to feel that God is how much money you have in the bank account, or how many luxury cars you own, or how many credit cards you use.  Such people are very poor in actual fact, and have been misled by the god of this world, Satan.  As Evagrius says in his quote, "Prayer is born of joy and gratitude."  So the person that is content with what he has will be joyful and thankful and it will lead him a life of prayer and thanksgiving to God.  The greedy person cannot thank God and pray to Him because he is constantly not satisfied and wants more.  He will never feel true joy or peace, it will only be a temporal thing.





Another important thing that Evagrius says here is that prayer gives hope.  Many teenagers today have lost hope in life and fall into deep depression.  The simple reason is that there is a gap, a hole in their life which needs to be sealed with prayer.





Definition of prayer





In trying to find a definition of prayer, I thought we would go back to those early centuries to see what was said that prayer was.  St. Augustine says, "prayer is a petition (an appeal, request or supplication)."  St. John Chrysostom also conveys the same idea when he says, "Think what happiness is granted to you, what honor is bestowed upon you, when you converse with God in prayer.  Then you speak with Christ, asking for whatever you will and for whatever you desire."  Origen one of the greatest teachers uses four words for realities that relate to the question of prayer: Supplication, prayers, intercessions and thanksgiving.  He explains these terms by saying, "Supplication id offered by one who needs something …. Prayer is offered in conjunction with praise of God by one who asks in a more solemn manner for greater things; intercession  is the request to God, made by one who has greater confidence; and, Thanksgiving is the prayer with acknowledgment to God for the favors received from God…….. "





So, it is becoming clearer now what prayer is through the quotes of these fathers.  Prayer is a request, a supplication, speaking with God, a praise, an intercession and the giving of thanks.





His Holiness Pope Shenouda III says that: "Prayer is more than conversing with God, it is a relationship with Him, a person feels that his heart and mind are connected with God and feels that he is in the presence of God."  Prayer is a bridge between man and God.  Prayer renews the mind and keeps one from sinning.  The person that does not pray can enter into lukewarmness and forget about God.  But prayer can keep you pure and having spiritual thoughts.  Prayer without faith has no result.





Types of Prayer:


Personal, Family and Communal





Personal Prayer





"But you, when you pray, go in your room, and when you have, shut your door, pray to Your Father who is in the secret place; and your Father who sees in secret will reward you openly." (Matthew 6:6)  This is the command of the Lord, prayer is not for showing-off and has to be done in meekness.  That is why Our Lord says to the people not to be like the hypocrites who want to receive praise from men for their payers and do it with great pride.  Such prayers are rejected by God.





When you are alone with God you can tell Him everything, feel free to speak openly with God and to wrestle with Him as our father Jacob did in the Old Testament.  Plead with Him, thank Him and praise and thank Him for the many wonders He has done in your life.  In your prayers you can also confess your sins to God and ask for His forgiveness.  This of course does not cancel confession to your spiritual father, but completes it.  Tell Him your weaknesses, ask for His strength, His guidance, and most importantly for His will in your life.





Many times we may pray to God, seeking His guidance, but in our minds we have preconceived ideas or decisions.  We ask for His will, and yet we want Him to solve the problem in our own way.  Be patient with God and let Him show you what is best for your life.  You may not understand the reason straight away, but eventually you will realize that God was looking after you.





Do not forget also in your personal prayers to ask for the intercession of the saints ………..





ORGANIZED PERSONAL PRAYER:


The Agpeya.





Pray at all times: at school, work or play - Jesus' Pray.





One of the early fathers said that we could fulfill the verse which says to pray without ceasing through our good deeds with compliment from our verbal prayers.





Family Prayer





Deut 6: 4-9  " Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God is one Lord:  And thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thine heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy might.   And these words, which I command thee this day, shall be in thine heart:  And thou shalt teach them diligently unto thy children, and shalt talk of them when thou sittest in thine house, and when thou walkest by the way, and when thou liest down, and when thou risest up. And thou shalt bind them for a sign upon thine hand, and they shall be as frontlets between thine eyes. And thou shalt write them upon the posts of thy house, and on thy gates. "





Each household must be like a small church.  St. Paul says in 1 Cor 16:19, " The churches of Asia salute you. Aquila and Priscilla salute you much in the Lord, with the church that is in their house." (KJV)





We also pray in the Liturgy and say, "houses of prayer, houses of purity, houses of blessing."





Communal Prayer





This is what Christianity is all about.  Christianity is a faith that we practice as a community gathered together around the table of the Lord.  I am speaking of liturgical life of the Church.  It is the Body and Blood of Our Lord that unites us together to form the body of the believers.  Certainly, when we pray together with one accord, one heart and one mind, our prayer will be more powerful in front of God.  Let us see what happened at the time of the apostles, when they prayed together the book of Acts 4:31 tells us, "And when they had prayed, the place was shaken where they were assembled together; and they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and they spake the word of God with boldness." (KJV)





I wonder if our prayers today can have this same effect?  Can we return to this fervor of prayer together?  Young and old to pray together with great fervor?  Or do we find so many divisions and we cannot deal with each other and there is lack of communication?  Let us be united in our prayers and feel the importance of praying together as a community, this will bring God's compassion on us.





The liturgical life of the community is essential to its survival, it is what holds us together, and we should not cut ourselves off from it.  Some may say, "I do not need church, I can just pray at home."  You are deceiving yourself and have missed the aim of Christianity, it is a faith of believers praying together and for each other.





What Does Prayer Involve?


(Parts of)





Adoration


"And at the end of the time I, Nebuchadnezzar, lifted my eyes to heaven, and my understanding returned to me; and I blessed the Most High and praised and honored Him who lives forever: For His dominion is an everlasting dominion, and His Kingdom is from generation to generation."  Daniel 4:34





Confession:


1Jn:1:9: " If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness." (KJV) 





Supplications:


1Tm:2:1:  "I exhort therefore, that, first of all, supplications, prayers, intercessions, and giving of thanks, be made for all men;" (KJV)





Intercession:


Jms:5:14:  "Is any sick among you? let him call for the elders of the church; and let them pray over him, anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord:  And the prayer of faith shall save the sick, and the Lord shall raise him up; and if he have committed sins, they shall be forgiven him." (KJV)





Giving Thanks:


Phil:4:6: "Be careful for nothing; but in every thing by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known unto God." (KJV)





 Requirements for  prayer





Purity of heart Ps 66:18-19


Believing Matt 21:22


In Christ's name John 14:13


In awe: Ps:5:7: " But as for me, I will come into thy house in the multitude of thy mercy: and in thy fear will I worship toward thy holy temple." 


Contrition in prayer is so important to realize Who you are talking with.


Prayer with love, "My soul thirsts for God, for the living God." Ps 42:2


First one you speak to in the morning.


You must feel from your depths that you are in need of prayer, it's a pleasure for you.  Don't believe "I don't have time"' but say I have no desire.


Intensity Matt 7:7-11


Unceasingly 1 Thess 5:17


Best prayers are of love and praise.


When you want to end prayer, go for a bit longer.





Why prayer may not be answered





Sin Ps 66:18


Selfishness James 4:3


Doubt James 1:5-7


Disobedience Prov 28:9


Pride Luke 18:11, 12, 14.





More sayings of the fathers:





Some saw Bishop Abraam spend several hours in praying the 50th Psalm.


H.H., "If you cannot spend a few minutes in prayer now, how will you do in heaven?"


John Saba, "Quiet your tongue in order for your heart to speak, quiet your heart in order for God to speak."


The saints say that you learn prayer through prayer, practice it and you will learn how to speak with God, in Psalms we learn how to speak to Him through His own words.





Theme of The Issue:





Life of Prayers





I. Prayer and Faith


In


 any study of the principles, and procedure of prayer, of its activities and enterprises, first place, must, of necessity, be given to faith. It is the initial quality in the heart of any man who essays to talk to the Unseen. He must, out of sheer helplessness, stretch forth hands of faith. He must believe, where he cannot prove. In the ultimate issue, prayer is simply faith, claiming its natural yet marvelous prerogatives—faith taking possession of its vast  inheritance. True godliness is just as true, steady, and persevering in the realm of faith as it is in the province of prayer. Moreover: when faith ceases to pray, it ceases to live.


Faith does the impossible because it brings God to undertake for us, and nothing is impossible with God. How great—without qualification or limitation—is the power of faith! If doubt be banished from the heart, and unbelief made stranger there, what we ask of God shall surely come to pass, and a believer hath vouchsafed to him "whatsoever he saith."


Prayer projects faith on God, and God on the world. Only God can move mountains, but faith and prayer move God. In His cursing of the fig-tree our Lord demonstrated His power. Following that, He proceeded to declare, that large powers were committed to faith and prayer, not in order to kill but to make alive, not to blast but to bless.


At this point in our contemplation, we turn to a saying of our Lord, which there is need to emphasize, since it is the very keystone of the arch of faith and prayer.


"Therefore I say unto you, What things soever ye desire when ye pray, believe that ye receive them, and ye shall have them." (Mark 11:24)


We should ponder well that statement—"Believe that ye receive them, and ye shall have them." Here is described a faith which realizes, which appropriates, which takes. Such faith is a consciousness of the Divine, an experienced communion, a realized certainty.


Is faith growing or declining as the years go by? Does faith stand strong and four square, these days, as iniquity abounds and the love of many grows cold? Does faith maintain its hold, as religion tends to become a mere formality and worldliness increasingly prevails? The inquiry of our Lord, may, with great appropriateness, be ours. "When the Son of Man cometh," He asks, "shall He find faith on the earth?" We believe that He will, and it is ours, in this our day, to see to it that the lamp of faith is trimmed and burning, lest He come who shall come, and that right early.


Faith is the foundation of Christian character and the security of the soul. When Jesus was looking forward to Peter's denial, and cautioning him against it, He said unto His disciple:


"Simon, Simon, behold, Satan hath desired to have you, to sift you as wheat; but I have prayed for thee, that thy faith fall not." (Luke 22:31-32}


Our Lord was declaring a central truth; it was Peter's faith He was seeking to guard; for well He knew that when faith is broken down, the foundations of spiritual life give way, and the entire structure of religious experience falls. It was Peter's faith which needed guarding. Hence Christ's solicitude for the welfare of His disciple's soul and His determination to fortify Peter's faith by His own all-prevailing prayer.


In his Second Epistle, Peter has this idea in mind when speaking of growth in grace as a measure of safety in the Christian life, and as implying fruitfulness.


"And besides this," he declares, "giving diligence, add to your faith virtue; and to virtue knowledge; and to knowledge temperance; and to temperance patience; and to patience godliness." (2 Pet 1:5)


Of this additive process, faith was the starting-point—the basis of the other graces of the Spirit. Faith was the foundation on which other things were to be built. Peter does not enjoin his readers to add to works or gifts or virtues but to faith. Much depends on starting right in this business of growing in grace. There is a Divine order, of which Peter was aware; and so he goes on to declare that we are to give diligence to making our calling and election sure, which election is rendered certain adding to faith which, in turn, is done by constant, earnest praying. Thus faith is kept alive by prayer, and every step taken, in this adding of grace to grace, is accompanied by prayer. 


The faith which creates powerful praying is the faith which centers itself on a powerful Person. Faith in Christ's ability to do and to do greatly, is the faith which prays greatly. Thus the leper lay hold upon the power of Christ. "Lord, if Thou wilt," he cried, "Thou canst make me clean." In this instance, we are shown how faith centered in Christ's ability to do, and how it secured the healing power.


It was concerning this very point, that Jesus questioned the blind men who came to Him for healing:


"Believe ye that I am able to do this?" He asks. "They said unto Him, Yea, Lord. Then touched He their eyes, saying, According to your faith be it unto you." (Matt 9:28-29)


It was to inspire faith in His ability to do that Jesus left behind Him, that last, great statement, which, in the final analysis, is a ringing challenge to faith. "All power," He declared, "is given unto Me in heaven and in earth."


Again: faith is obedient; it goes when commanded, as did the nobleman, who came to Jesus, in the day of His flesh, and whose son was grievously sick.


Moreover: such faith acts. Like the man who was born blind, it goes to wash in the pool of Siloam when told to wash. Like Peter on Gennesaret it casts the net where Jesus commands, instantly, without question or doubt. Such faith takes away the stone from the grave of Lazarus promptly. A praying faith keeps the commandments of God and does those things which are well pleasing in His sight. It asks, "Lord, what wilt Thou have me to do?" and answers quickly, "Speak, Lord, Thy servant heareth." Obedience helps faith, and faith, in turn, helps obedience. To do God's will is essential to true faith, and faith is necessary to implicit obedience.


Yet faith is called upon, and that right often to wait in patience before God, and is prepared for God's seeming delays in answering prayer. Faith does not grow disheartened because prayer is not immediately honored; it takes God at His Word, and lets Him take what time He chooses in fulfilling His purposes, and in carrying on His work. There is bound to be much delay and long days of waiting for true faith, but faith accepts the conditions—knows there will be delays in answering prayer, and regards such delays as times of testing, in the which, it is privileged to show its mettle, and the stern stuff of which it is made.


The case of Lazarus was an instance of where there was delay, where the faith of two good women was sorely tried: Lazarus was critically ill, and his sisters sent for Jesus. But, without any known reason, our Lord delayed His going to the relief of His sick friend. The plea was urgent and touching—"Lord, behold, he whom Thou lovest is sick,"—but the Master is not moved by it, and the women's earnest request seemed to fall on deaf ears. What a trial to faith! Furthermore: our Lord's tardiness appeared to bring about hopeless disaster. While Jesus tarried, Lazarus died.


But the delay of Jesus was exercised in the interests of a greater good. Finally, He makes His way to the home in Bethany.


"Then said Jesus unto them plainly, Lazarus is dead. And I am glad for your sakes, that I was not there, to the intent ye may believe; nevertheless let us go unto him." (John 11:14-15)


Fear not, O tempted and tried believer, Jesus will come, if patience be exercised, and faith hold fast. His delay will serve to make His coming the more richly blessed. Pray on. Wait on. Thou canst not fail. If Christ delay, wait for Him. In His own good time, He will come, and will not tarry.


Delay is often the test and the strength of faith. How much patience is required when these times of testing come! Yet faith gathers strength by waiting and praying. Patience has its perfect work in the school of delay. In some instances, delay is of the very essence of the prayer. God has to do many things, antecedent to giving the final answer—things which are essential to the lasting good of him who is requesting favor at His hands.


Jacob prayed, with point and ardor, to be delivered from Esau. But before that prayer could be answered, there was much to be done with, and for Jacob. He must be changed, as well as Esau. Jacob had to be made into a new man, before Esau could be. Jacob had to be converted to God, before Esau could be converted to Jacob.


Among the large and luminous utterances of Jesus concerning prayer, none is more arresting than this:


"Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that believeth on Me, the works that I do shall he do also; and greater works than these shall he do; because I go unto My Father. And whatsoever ye shall ask in My Name, that will I do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son. If ye shall ask anything in My Name, I will do it." (John 14:12-14)


How wonderful are these statements of what God will do in answer to prayer! Of how great importance these ringing words, prefaced, as they are, with the most solemn verity! Faith in Christ is the basis of all working, and of all praying. All wonderful works depend on wonderful praying, and all praying is done in the Name of Jesus Christ. Amazing lesson, of wondrous simplicity, is this praying in the name of the Lord Jesus! All other conditions are depreciated, everything else is renounced, save Jesus only. The name of Christ—the Person of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ—must be supremely sovereign, in the hour and article of prayer.


If Jesus dwell at the fountain of my life; if the currents of His life have displaced and superseded all self-currents; if implicit obedience to Him be the inspiration and force of every movement of my life, then He can safely commit the praying to my will, and pledge Himself, by an obligation as profound as His own nature, that whatsoever is asked shall be granted. Nothing can be clearer, more distinct, more unlimited both in application and extent, than the exhortation and urgency of Christ, "Have faith in God."


Faith covers temporal as well as spiritual needs. Faith dispels all undue anxiety and needless care about what shall be eaten, what shall he drunk, what shall be worn. Faith lives in the present, and regards the day as being sufficient unto the evil thereof. It lives day by day, and dispels all fears for the morrow. Faith brings great ease of mind and perfect peace of heart.


"Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace whose mind is stayed on Thee: because he trusted in Thee." (Isa 26:3)


When we pray, "Give us this day our daily bread," we are, in a measure, shutting tomorrow out of our prayer. We do not live in tomorrow but in today. We do not seek tomorrow's grace or tomorrow's bread. They thrive best, and get most out of life, who live in the living present. They pray best who pray for today's needs, not for tomorrow's, which may render our prayers unnecessary and redundant by not existing at all!


True prayers are born of present trials and present needs. Bread, for today, is bread enough. Bread given for today is the strongest sort of pledge that there will be bread tomorrow. Victory today, is the assurance of victory tomorrow. Our prayers need to be focused upon the present, We must trust God today, and leave the morrow entirely with Him. The present is ours; the future belongs to God. Prayer is the task and duty of each recurring day—daily prayer for daily needs.


As every day demands its bread, so every day demands its prayer. No amount of praying, done today, will suffice for tomorrow's praying. On the other hand, no praying for tomorrow is of any great value to us today. To-day's manna is what we need; tomorrow God will see that our needs are supplied. This is the faith which God seeks to inspire. So leave tomorrow, with its cares, its needs, its troubles, in God's hands. There is no storing tomorrow's grace or tomorrow's praying; neither is there any laying-up of today's grace, to meet tomorrow's necessities. We cannot have tomorrow's grace, we cannot eat tomorrow's bread, we cannot do tomorrow's praying. "Sufficient unto the day is the evil thereof;" and, most assuredly, if we possess faith, sufficient also, will be the good.











The Christian World Around Us


The Methodist Church


METHODISM, 


M


ethodism is a worldwide Protestant movement dating from 1729, when a group of students at the University of Oxford, England, began to assemble for worship, study, and Christian service. Their fellow students named them the Holy Club and "methodists," a derisive allusion to the methodical manner in which they performed the various practices that their sense of Christian duty and church ritual required. 


The Wesleys. 


Among the Oxford group were John Wesley, considered the founder of Methodism, and his brother Charles, the sons of an Anglican rector. John preached, and Charles wrote hymns. Together they brought about a spiritual revolution, which some historians believe diverted England from political revolution in the late 18th century. The theology of the Wesleys leaned heavily on Arminianism and rejected the Calvinist emphasis on predestination (see Calvinism, Salt of The Earth Issue # ). 


Arminianism, which takes its name from Jacobus Arminius (Jakob Harmensen), is a moderate theological revision of CALVINISM that limits the significance of predestination. Arminius (1560-1609) was a Dutch Reformed theologian who studied at Leiden and Geneva. He became a professor at Leiden in 1603 and spent the rest of his life defending against strict Calvinists his position that God's sovereignty and human free will are compatible.


Preaching the doctrines of Christian perfection and personal salvation through faith, John Wesley quickly won an enthusiastic following among the English working classes, for whom the formalism of the established Church of England had little appeal. 


Opposition by the English clergy, however, prevented the Wesleys from speaking in parish churches; consequently, Methodist meetings were often conducted in open fields. Such meetings led to a revival of religious fervor throughout England, especially among the poor. John Wesley's message as well as his personal activities among the poor encouraged a social consciousness that was retained by his followers and has become a hallmark of the Methodist tradition. Methodist societies sprang up, and in 1744 the first conference of Methodist workers was held. Wesley never renounced his ties with the Church of England, but he provided for the incorporation and legal continuation of the new movement. 


Division and Reunification. 


Soon after John Wesley's death in 1791, his followers began to divide into separate church bodies. During the 19th century many such separate Methodist denominations were formed in Great Britain and the U.S., each maintaining its own version of the Wesleyan tradition. In 1881 an Ecumenical Methodist Conference was held to coordinate Methodist groups throughout the world. Conferences have been held at regular intervals since then. They are currently known as the World Methodist Conference, which meets every five years. The centennial gathering was convened in Honolulu in July 1981. 


Early in the 20th century in Great Britain, the separate Methodist bodies began to coalesce. The Bible Christians, the Methodist New Connexion, and the United Methodist Free Churches united in 1907 to form the United Methodist Church, which in 1932 joined with the Primitive Methodist and Wesleyan Methodist churches to bring the long chapter of Methodist disunity in Great Britain to an end. Today the Methodist Church in the United Kingdom has the distinction of being the "mother church" of world Methodism. 


Structure of British Methodism. 


The governing body of the British Methodist Church is the Conference. All church courts and committees derive their authority from the Conference and are responsible to it for the exercise of their appropriate functions. Below the Conference administratively is a church court for each district, circuit, and society. Geographic districts number 34. Each district is divided into circuits, generally 30 to 40 in number. Each circuit is subdivided into local societies, the number varying considerably. Administration of the church is not only delegated to the lower courts but also to 13 connexional departments. The work of each department is carried on at the district, circuit, and society level by responsible committees. By this means the Conference maintains control over the work of the various levels of the church. Communication is thus maintained between the Conference and all the members. The Conference also maintains missions around the world. 


Origins of Methodism in the U.S. 


Methodism was brought to the U.S. before the American Revolution by emigrants from both Ireland and England. The earliest societies were formed in about 1766 in New York City, in Philadelphia, and near Pipe Creek, Md. In 1769 John Wesley sent his first missionaries to America. Francis Asbury, commissioned in 1771, was the missionary most instrumental in establishing the American Methodist church. The first annual conference was held in Philadelphia in 1773. 


At the Christmas Conference held in Baltimore, Md., in 1784, the Methodist Episcopal Church was formally organized as a body separate from the English Methodist structure. Asbury and Thomas Coke were given the title bishop and became heads of the new church. Wesley sent Twenty-five Articles of Religion, adapted from the Thirty-nine Articles of the Church of England, to serve as its doctrinal basis. 


Methodism, spread by the circuit rider and the revival meeting, advanced westward with the frontier. During the early 19th century, the tolerant doctrinal positions of Methodism and its stress on personal religious experience, universal salvation, and practical ethics gave it a major role in religious awakening and attracted converts in large numbers. 


Organization and Sacraments. 


Annual geographic conferences were organized throughout the U.S. in the early 19th century. A democratic form of government similar to the federal governmental system was adopted in the Methodist Episcopal Church, and it remains the basic structure of the United Methodist Church's executive branch of the church, with a General Conference as the legislative branch. Later, a judicial council was established to serve as an ecclesiastical court. The bishops and the judicial council were to meet under the supervision of the General Conference. 


Within both British and American Methodism, two sacraments, baptism and the Lord's Supper (Eucharist), are recognized.  Baptism may be administered by immersion, pouring, or sprinkling. Methodists interpret the Lord's Supper as either a celebration of the presence of Christ, as taught by the French Protestant theologian John Calvin, or in a strictly memorial sense, as taught by the Swiss Protestant reformer Huldriech Zwingli.  Neither of the two doctrines confess the conversion to the Lord's Body and Blood as believed by our Orthodox Church.





Schisms. 


In the U.S., as in Great Britain, division among Methodists came early. At the end of the 18th century, black members in Philadelphia withdrew from the church, where segregation had been forced upon them, and established an independent congregation. Soon church groups from other cities along the Atlantic seaboard joined with them to form the African Methodist Episcopal Church. In the second decade of the 19th century in New York City a similar movement developed independently; it attracted black congregations from other cities and became the African Methodist Episcopal Zion Church. Agitation against the power of the bishops and a desire for lay representation caused another split in 1830, resulting in the formation of the Methodist Protestant Church. Slavery became the most divisive issue in the history of Methodism. Radical abolitionist Methodists broke away from the Methodist Episcopal Church in the 1840s to form the Wesleyan Methodist Church, which in the 20th century merged with the Pilgrim Holiness Church to become the Wesleyan Church. 


In 1844 the largest schism in American Methodism occurred when the Methodist Episcopal Church, South, was formed by supporters of slavery after the General Conference became deadlocked over the issue. In the 1860s the holiness controversy produced another schism, when a group of Methodist dissenters who believed in a reemphasis on Wesley's doctrine of personal holiness broke away to form the Free Methodist Church of North America. 


After the American Civil War, the two black Methodist denominations and the Methodist Episcopal Church tried to proselytize the black congregations within the Methodist Episcopal Church, South, which in response encouraged and authorized its black members to form the Colored Methodist Episcopal Church, now known as the Christian Methodist Episcopal Church.





Mergers. 


Each of these separate Methodist bodies formed denominational agencies to manage education, missions, evangelism, and publishing. Through their individual missionary programs, competing Methodist missions appeared around the world. It became apparent that some cooperation was essential, and each Methodist denomination joined one or more international missionary organizations in the late 19th and early 20th centuries. One of these was the Ecumenical Methodist Conference, which first met in 1881. 


The movement for unity did not succeed as completely in the U.S. as it did in Great Britain, where one Methodist church resulted. After much effort, three of the major Methodist bodies in the U.S., namely, the Methodist Episcopal Church, the Methodist Protestant Church, and the Methodist Episcopal Church, South, united in 1939 to form the Methodist Church. 


In 1946 two small denominations of German ethnic origin that were unaffiliated with Methodism but greatly influenced by it, the Evangelical Church and the Church of the United Brethren in Christ, united to form the Evangelical United Brethren Church.  In 1968 this church joined with the Methodist Church to become the United Methodist Church, bringing more than half of world Methodism into one denomination. 


Methodist churches in other countries generally ally stem from either the British or the American Methodist traditions. Some national Methodist churches have become independent of their parent churches, which increases the importance of their cooperation through the World Methodist Council. The ecumenical movement, in which Methodists have been leading participants, has resulted in the unification of some Methodist groups with other denominations, making their long-term relationship with world Methodism problematic.  Methodists in Egypt are known under the name of "Aslaah."  Methodists share with the Coptic Orthodox the belief that a believer can perish if he or she goes astray in his faith and practice.  Generally, the Protestant dogma indicates that if a believer deviates from his faith or practice, this means he or she WAS NOT a true believer to start with.  Consequently, this person can perish, but the true believer cannot.


The total world community of Methodists is estimated at about 26 million; the largest single group is the United Methodist Church in the United States, with about 9 million members.  


Nahum 1:7  The LORD is good, a strong hold in the day of trouble; and he knoweth them that trust in him.





Love


The fruit of the Spirit is love.  There are nine graces spoken of, and of these nine Paul puts love at the head of the list; love is the first thing, the first in that precious cluster of fruit.  Someone had said that all the other eight can be put in terms of love.  Joy is love exulting; peace is love in repose; longsuffering is love on trial; gentleness is love in society; goodness is love in action; faith is love on the battlefield; meekness is love at school; and temperance is love in training.  So it is love all the way; love at the top, love at the bottom, and all the way along down this list of graces.  If we only just brought forth the fruit of the Spirit, what a world we would have!  Men would have no desire to do evil.


Gal 5:22-23  "But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, Meekness, temperance: against such there is no law."


� Mat 3:16  "And Jesus, when he was baptized, went up straightway out of the water: and, lo, the heavens were opened unto him, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove, and lighting upon him:"











The Salt of The Earth, Jr.





The Page of Virtues


How The Wise Man Found The King (a story retold)





When Christ was born in Bethlehem, three kings set out from their homes to find Him and worship Him.  They had seen a wonderful new star in the eastern countries where they lived, and they knew that it meant that a great King was born - a King whose kingdom would never come to an end, who was mightier than the sun and greater than the stars - a King who was the Lord of earth and sky and sea.


The three kings had studied old books and prophecies, and they knew that God had promised to send this mighty King into the world one day, and when they saw the star they rejoiced with exceeding great joy.  And gathering together all the richest treasures they possessed, gold and frankincense and myrth, they set out at once to follow the guiding of the star until it led them at last to the lowly cattle shed where the Holy Child lay.


But in the country they had left there was another king.  He too had studied the old prophecies with his brother-kings, and he too was waiting for some sign to tell him that the Savior of the world had come.  Something had happened to delay him when at last the star brought the glad tidings of Christ's birth.  He was not ready to start with the other wise men, and so he was left behind.  And when he had gathered together his treasures and was ready to set out upon his journey, he was too late to follow the star that was guiding the others, and so, he was obliged to find his own way as best he could across the world.


He had brought with him three jewels to give to the great King whom he was going to worship.  One of them was a ruby, as red as the last rays of the setting sun.  One was a sapphire, holding in its depths all the blue in sea and sky.  And the third was a pearl, as pure and white as the peak of a snow-clad mountain.  No money in the world was enough to buy these precious gems, so valuable were they; yet the king was ready to give them all to the God whom he was seeking.


 	For many long months he traveled, asking wherever he went for tidings of the other three kings.  He could not catch them; they were too far ahead of that.  But by inquiring diligently of everybody he met, the king managed to keep more or less upon their track.


	It was a long journey and a very weary one, and the dangers and


difficulties through which the other wise men had passed were ten times greater for him, all alone and unattended as he was.  But his longing to reach the Christ-Child and to bow himself down in worship before Him spurred the king on.   With his three jewels hidden in his bosom he rode bravely through all the dangers and surmounted all the difficulties, until at last he arrived in Judaea, and knew that he could not be far from his goal.


	As he rode through the country he heard on every side sounds of mourning and distress.  Cruel Herod, frightened at what the wise men had said of the King who was born in Bethlehem, had determined to find and kill the Holy Child, lest when He grew older He should try to snatch the throne of Israel from him.  So he had told the three wise men to come and tell him when they had found the Messiah, that he also might come and worship Him.  But God had warned the wise men in a dream, and they had returned to their country another way.


	When Herod found that the wise men had returned to their own country by another way, and did not mean to come and tell him where Christ was hidden, he sent forth and order that all the children in that part of the country under two years of age were to be killed.  And the rough soldiers had gone out and, tearing the children from their mother's arms, had killed them ruthlessly.


	But there was one Child they did not kill - the one of all others that they wanted.  Joseph had been warned by God in a dream, and taking the young Child and His mother, had fled with them into Egypt.  And there, the little family lived for many years, until Herod was dead, and it was safe for them to return to their own land again.


�


So, when the wise man who was too late arrived at last at Bethlehem, he found that the King of the Jews whom he had come so far to worship was there no longer.  He had gone, no man knew  where.





The wise man was at first in despair.  He had come so far and dared so much, and now it seemed that he would never be able to offer his gifts to the King after all.  Then he took heart again.  Since he had come so far, what did a little further matter?  He had set out to worship the King, and he would travel through the world, if he need be, until at last he found Him.


He rode bravely again.


He had not gone very far when he heard a woman screaming, crying bitterly for help.  The king hurried to the place from where the sound came, and there he saw a poor mother with a little baby in her arms, whom a cruel soldier was trying to take from her and kill.  The mother had hidden the little one safely all through the terrible massacre, and now, when she thought the danger was past, this soldier had found the child and, in spite of her prayers and cries, was about to kill it.


The king spurred forward and sprang to the ground beside the poor woman, begging the soldier to spare the little one's life.  But the soldier only laughed roughly, and said that it was his duty, he must do his duty whatever happened.  And again he tried to snatch the child from the woman's arms.


Then the king drew from his bosom the ruby which he was carrying to Christ.  He uncovered the jewel and flashed it before the man's astonished gaze.


"I will give you this if you will spare the child's life," he said.


The soldier fixed his eyes upon the wonderful jewel, and the temptation was too great for him.  He let the child and its mother go unharmed, and he himself went away with the ruby in his possession, rich beyond anything he had ever dreamed or hoped to be.


Then, a little sadly, the king rode on.  He had no ruby now to offer to the Christ-Child when he found Him.  Still, there were the other two jewels left.  He need not be ashamed of his gifts even now, and he went on his way with renewed courage.


After many more weary months of traveling he came to a place where there was a terrible famine.  The poor people were dying of sickness and hunger.  They had no one to help them, and the king, overcome with pity, parted with his second jewel in order to buy food for the starving, care and comfort for the sick, and clothes and raiment for the naked.  He stayed in the famine-stricken place until he had done all that he could for the poor, starving people.  Then he rode on again, poorer by the loss of his jewel, but rich with the blessings of those whom he saved from death and misery.


Now the wise man had only the pearl left of all his costly offerings with which he had started on hid journey.  He did not regret the loss of the other two gems, for he knew that if he had had the choice over again he would still have parted with them.  Only he wished, so very, very much that he had more treasures to offer the King.





The pearl that was left was of even greater value than the other two jewels, and although he longed for it to be a thousand times rarer and more precious, yet he knew that it was a present fit for a king, even for the King of all the earth.  And so, he rode on, still seeking the Christ-Child.


Long years passed away, and the king still journeyed on, seeking the Savior, yet never finding Him.  After many years he came to a place where a poor slave girl was to be sold to a brutal master.  The king tried to persuade the master to let the girl go free.  But the man only laughed at him, and at last the king, finding that words were of no avail, and determined to save the poor, trembling girl from the dreadful life ahead of her, drew forth his last remaining jewel and bought the girl's freedom with the precious pearl, though it went to his heart to give it away.





Then once more he started on hid search, grieving that he had now no present at all to bring to the King, yet determined never to give up his quest until he had found the Lord for whom he had looked so long and faithfully.


Thirty three years he wandered through the world, until at last, old and worn and dying, he reached Jerusalem on the very day of Our Lord's crucifixion.  And there on the Cross of Calvary, he found the King for whom he had searched do long.  In spite of the cross and the crown of thorns, in spite of the scornful, mocking words of those who stood around, the wise man recognized his Savior, and he knew that he had reached the end of his journey at last.  This was not the little Baby whom he had set out to seek such a long, long time ago, but still, it was the King.


He pushed his way through the crowd and sank down, exhausted, and made the confession that he had come empty-handed.  He had found the great King at last, but he had nothing at all to offer Him.


But had he nothing at all?  Legend says that as he knelt at the foot of the cross, this man who had searched so faithfully and earnestly heard a heavenly voice coming from afar - simple, tender words that filled his longing heart.


"Inasmuch as thou hast done it unto the least of these My brethren, thou hast done it unto Me."


And the wise man knew his long, weary journey had not been in vain.














�  


God Will See


This story reminds us of who the really important audience is as we go about our daily work.





Long ago in ancient Greece an aged sculptor was laboring over a block of stone.  He carved with utmost care, probing the rock with his chisel, chipping away, a fragment at a time, gauging the marks with sineway hands before making the next cut.  When it was finished, the piece would be hoisted high into the air and set on top of a towering shaft, and so would become the capital, or uppermost part, of a column.  And the column would help support the roof of a lofty temple.


	"Why spend so much time and effort on that section?" asked a government official who passed by."   "It will sit fifty feet high. No human eye will be able to see those details."


	The old artist put down his hammer and chisel, gazed steadily at his questioner, and replied: "But God will see it!"








     What is success


(Ralph Waldo Emerson)


To laugh often and much;


To win the respect of intelligent people and the affection of children;


To earn the appreciation of honest critics and endue the betrayal of false friends;


To appreciate beauty in God's creation;


To find the best in others;


To leave the world a little better,


whether by a well-behaved child, a garden patch or redeemed social condition;


To know even one life has breathed easier because you have lived;


This is to have succeeded.





