GREEK ORTHODOX PATRIARCHATE OF ALEXANDRIA AND ALL AFRICA


http://www.greece.org/gopatalex   e-mail : goptalex@tecmina.com





Mailing Address: P.O.Box 2006, Alexandria - EGYPT


Tel: + 203-4824577 / 4835839  Fax: + 203-4835684





Ref: 521





PETROS VII,


Pope and Patriarch of Alexandria and All Africa


to My beloved children in Christ, our Lord and Saviour, 


Grace and Peace be with you.





Following Christ’s death on the Cross, Mary Magdalene visited the Holy Sepulchre accompanied by some other women.  With them they brought “sweet spices that they might anoint” the body of Jesus (Mark 16:1).  “And very early in the morning of the first day of the week, they came unto the sepulchre at the rising of the sun. And they said among themselves, who will roll away the stone from the door of the sepulchre?” (Mark 16:2-3). And when they looked “they saw that the stone was rolled away” (Mark 16:4).  





Entering into the tomb they saw an Angel “sitting on the right side, clothed in a long white garment” (Mark 16:5).  He said to them, “Do not be afraid.  You seek Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified.  He is risen; He is not here.  Behold the place where they laid him” (Mark 16:6).  He then instructed them to go and tell the disciples of Jesus, “He goes before you into Galilee, there you shall see Him” (Mark 16: 7).





“Now when He rose early on the first day of the week, He appeared first to Mary Magdalene” (Mark 16:9).





Jesus Christ, the only begotten Son of God, was incarnated of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary and became man.  The eternal Word of God the Father, co-eternal and without beginning with the Father and the Holy Spirit, became perfect man for man’s salvation. The Ever Virgin Mary was chosen, before all time, to become the Theotokos, the Mother of God.  





The Ever Virgin Mary, as the Mother of the God-man Jesus, nurtured  Him in His childhood.  At the wedding of Cana of Galilee, She interceded when the wedding couple lacked wine for the wedding festival. There, Jesus performed His first miracle (Luke 2:1-11).  The Ever Virgin Mary, the Theotokos, the Mother of God, is the one who intercedes for our salvation.  She is the one who cares for us, as a true mother cares for her own children.





God the Father, in all His Great and Holy Wisdom, created woman to play an essential and important role in His Divine Plan of Creation.  In the beginning God made woman out of the rib of man (Gen. 2:21-22), to provide him with a helper in his life (Gen. 2:18).  He made woman out of the same substance as man, to indicate that she is of the same quality and importance as man.  She is not something different, inferior, or secondary.  Between man and woman there is equality, but at the same time a complementary harmony. 





God made woman to be the vessel of life for all mankind.   It is through her that life is able to continue.  He armed her with the unique skills of nurturing, caring, loving.  He gave man the ability to create, to become co-creators with Him, Who is the Great Creator of all beings.





But woman was not made only for procreation. Both man and woman have their particular roles.  Each have “gifts that differ according to the grace given to us” (Rom. 12:6).  





The Ever Virgin Mary, the Theotokos, becomes the unique role- model for all women and for all generations, as a Mother in Her virtues of love, wisdom and compassion.





The Lord sent Mary Magdalene, as a witness of His Resurrection, to  His Disciples.  She brought the first message of the Risen Lord.  She was chosen by God for this task because of her love and loyalty to our Lord.  He chose her because she believed in Him.  





Christ did not reveal Himself after His Resurrection either to Peter, or to Paul, but first to Mary Magdalene and the other women.  Signifying their important role in life within the Church and in society.  Through Christ’s Resurrection, woman was restored  to the position for which God created her, next to man.





St. Paul, the Apostle of the nations, teaches us, saying that with the baptism of Christ, “there is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is no male or female” (Gal. 8:28).  





In the life of Christ, women played an important role.  They assisted Him in His ministry.  They became an object of His miracles.  Right from the beginning they were admitted to baptism and membership of His Church. “These all continued with one accord in prayer and supplication with the women and Mary the Mother of Jesus and with his brothers” (Acts 1:14-15). 





Throughout the New Testament one finds examples of the roles which women played in the early Church.  





In the early Church many women offered their lives and died as martyrs, witnesses in their own death, their faith in the Risen Lord.  St. Thecla, the first woman martyr, St. Catherine, St. Paraskevi, St. Maura, St. Barbara, and many others, are examples of true Christian women, who gave their lives for our Orthodox faith. Their love for Christ was far greater than any worldly love, riches or high imperial offices.  In Christ they received the honour to be Martyrs of Christ.





We have mentioned the Greatness of the Mother of God who is our own Protectress, our own Mother, to whom we all turn for Her protection and intercession.  We have mention Mary Magdalene and the women of the early Church. But the question arises, 





‘What is the role of women, today, in our Orthodox Church’?





First and foremost, we must all must accept Christ as our own Lord and Saviour. A woman who acknowledges Christ, through Baptism, accepts the mandate of Christ’s love.  She partakes in the Liturgical Life of the Church. Through Holy Communion our Lord enters the soul of a woman and she becomes part of Him.  She is instructed to listen to Holy Scriptures and to apply their Teachings in her daily life.  She must become the light of the world, enlightening those around her, through good example, in the Christian way of life.  She devotes herself, out of love, to the service of Christ  in all aspects of her personal, family and community life.  Most of all, she puts on the Love for Christ through her fellow man, and brings to God all those within her own family.  





Her first priority is to fulfill God’s Divine Will within her own family, her husband and her children.  This then widens to the extended family; to her  neighbours, to her parish community and then to the whole world.





A Christian woman in today’s society, whether she works outside the home or not, is instrumental in nurturing her children.  Even if she is not yet married, or has not chosen the way, a woman often serves in society in the capacity of helping others; as a teacher, as a nurse, as a doctor, as a wife, as a mother.  





As a wife, she cares for her husband and her children.  She brings the reality of Church into her home and guides her home to the Church.  Within her heart she understands the meaning: 





“The family which prays together, stays together”.  





An Orthodox Christian woman through faith, finds strength to do that for which the Lord has chosen her.  She uses the Sacramental Life of the Church to strengthen her family’s faith in the Risen Lord and to practice His Commandments.  She understands the necessity for Christ to be within her life, and within the life of her family and generally in all the community, large or small.  





Life in the Orthodox Church is not a simple matter of just attending Sunday Services. Orthodoxy is not wearing a big cross, nor making the elegant gesture of the sign of the Holy Cross.  Orthodoxy is not raising money for some good purpose in life.  These things may be an indicator of something; an act of love and piety, but without Christ’s love and teachings, they remain fruitless. 





During the times of Persecution of the Church, women proved to be true heroes of the Christian faith. They were the silent and secret defenders of the Church. They proclaimed loudly the true faith in God, confessing their faith in Christ before emperors, kings, rulers and judges.  





It was women who guarded the churches and the Sacred Relics of our Faith.  Putting their own lives in danger, they moved the Holy of Holies to safety, when under threat.  They taught the Christian faith to their children, even when it was dangerous to do so.  





This special strength which women have is a gift from the Lord our God.  It is a special grace granted to them by the Holy Spirit to enable them to preserve the faith.





My beloved children,





As Your spiritual Father, I call upon you all to be strong in your Orthodox faith.  Study Orthodoxy deeply, so that you know, teach and defend it at all times.  Fill yourselves with the knowledge of our Orthodox Faith based on Holy Scriptures and Holy Tradition.  Learn the Traditions of Orthodoxy, so that you may keep it unsoiled and undefiled, as so many holy women in the past have preserved it, for those who will follow.  





Fill yourselves with the wisdom of God and practice Christ’s teachings. Love Him and show compassion towards your neighbour.  You have a important role in the Church, to pass down this Orthodox Faith to the next generation and that which will follow.





  The gift of faith which you hold, is different from those of others. An Orthodox woman has the gift of cherishing and maintaining a special precious jewel; our Orthodox Faith.  





Her role is to keep the attitude and the idea of Orthodoxy alive in her family and within society.  Even when there is an absence of interest in Orthodoxy, women hold aloft the Spirituality of Orthodoxy.





Let the Lord God bless all women and continue to strengthen them in their faith and life  Let the Holy Theotokos protect and instruct all women to follow Her example in life.  Let the Ever Virgin Mary be the Protectress of our Orthodox Faith.





May God bless you all.


