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 It is an honour and a great pleasure, as representative of His Beatitude Petros VII, Pope and Patriarch of Alexandria and All Africa, to present His message to you and address the honourable members of this Conference with His blessings and greetings. 





This Conference is a living example of unity based on communion of commitment.





“But you are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, His own special people, that you may proclaim the praises of Him who called you out of darkness into His marvelous light” (1 Peter 2:9).





The relationship between the Anglican Church and the Orthodox has a long history.  The Holy Scriptures combined with the Traditions of Orthodoxy have provided the common ground from which we view the problems the world and exchange ideas. Over the years the Anglican Church has benefited from the Holy Apostolic Tradition of the Orthodox Church; and in turn, the Orthodox Church has benefited from the friendship with the Anglican. Respectful and sincere Anglicans, who are concerned about the unity of the Faith, have offered their places of worship to Orthodox Christians living abroad, so that they may worship our True God according to their traditional ways. 





Christ is in our midst.  Our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, the Son of God, is the source of our salvation.  He gives us the Evangelical Message that we are brought to salvation through His own Blood which was shed on the Cross. His Crucifixion and glorious Resurrection are the Foundations of Christianity.





The Church is Christ’s Body, and all those who confess true faith in Him are members of this Body and bear witness that ‘Christ is in our midst’.  His life should be projected by us through our own bodies (2 Corinth. 4:10).  All His Teachings reflect the message that He "desires all men to be saved and come to the knowledge of truth.  For there is One God and One Mediator between God and man, the man Christ Jesus, who gave Himself as ransom for all, to be testified in due time" (1 Tim. 2: 4-6).  His life, Crucifixion and Resurrection brought us to salvation and every aspect of our Lord reflects this message.





	Beloved Brothers in Christ,





	In your endeavours to seek your identity and define your role in the present world, You, as hierarchs of Christ’s Church, seek understanding through your own communion with one another and with others.  You focus on humanity in relation to those round you and in the context of the message of our Lord Jesus Christ.








	You came well-prepared, to discuss four major issues: “Full humanity”; “Live and proclaim the Good News”; “A faithful Church in a  plural World”; and “Be one”,  and discussing these issues will assist you all in becoming imitators of the Unique Good Shepherd.


  


	The points of each theme must be examined in the light and context of the teachings, faith and practices of the One United Church of the first nine centuries, which Christ established.  





	The Orthodox Patriarchate of Alexandria and All Africa applauds your efforts and good intentions to strengthen and build up your episcope through such commitment, and with so attentive and loving an approach.  Truly, your services to your own flocks will be enhanced by these efforts.  It is valid to emphasize one’s teachings, when they are based upon the original Christian Faith.  When these teachings are in complete agreement with the practices and the sacramental life of the Church, where one partakes of the actual Body and precious Blood of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, then Christ abides in us and we in Him, as our Lord assured us saying, “He who eats my flesh and drinks my blood abides in me, and I in him” (John 6: 56).  When we have Holy Scriptures as the centre of our life, we find the direction which leads us to offer our services to one another and to God; to love God and one another as God loves us, because only in this way will the world know that we are His disciples (John 13: 34-36).





It is the wish of both His Beatitude, Petros VII, Pope and Patriarch of Alexandria and All Africa, and the Holy Synod that the Anglican/Orthodox Dialogue should continue so that, through God’s Grace, our common interests and goals will draw us ever nearer in Christ Jesus.





	It is important to stress that many Anglicans, both theologians and laymen, recognize the values of the original Apostolic Tradition found within the Orthodox Church.  These Holy Traditions of the Greek Orthodox Patriarchate of Alexandria and All Africa, the See of St. Mark, the Apostle and Evangelist, the See of St. Athanasius and St. Cyril and so many other Saints, has been inherited and preserved, pure and undefiled throughout the centuries.  





	In closing, on behalf of His Beatitude and the Patriarchate of Alexandria, I would like to express the heartfelt appreciation of the Orthodox Church for the support which the Anglican Church has shown towards Orthodox Christians both in the Middle East and Eastern Europe during times of trial and persecution.


