I got this mail:

Dear Mark,

It is my pleasure to contact you for assistance and business co-operation. I know the content of this letter might be surprising to you. But I assure you that every word of it is true. Even though we hardly know each other I believe you can help me. I got your publication in IEE magazine.

I am the President of a special task force in charge of the sales of Petroleum products in The Republic of Benin in West Africa. My office monitors the sales and lifting of crude oil and petroleum product By foreign dealers. With the cooperation of my assistant and head of the audit committee attached to the task force, I have successfully saved about 25.3million Us Dollar. This money is as a result of allocation of excess crude oil to the foreign dealers, which has been sold but which money is not entered in the financial statement of my task force. This money is now lying un claimed in the account of the task force, known only to me and my partners involved in the excess allocation. However, the legislators of the new democratic Government of my country have set up a panel to look into the past activities of some government companies and parastatals. We do not want the panel to discover the money we saved. We cannot lodge this money into our private bank account. In my country, public servant are not permitted to operate any account in excess of 500,000 US Dollars. Now the idea is to have a foreign partner whom the sum will be transferred to. We have conclude arrangement to transfer this money to your private account if you permit us to use it. All you have to do is to give us your private address, phone and fax lines. I will send you the details of the transfer and necessary document as soon as you provide them.

If you can assist as transfer this money out before the panel starts work, we will give you 20% of the amount. You will keep the remaining sum for us pending our arrival to your country. We intend to invest 50% of the sum in business. With you knowledge and past experience your advice will be highly needed for the investment. We would want to know the lucrative business areas in your country we can invest on with the 50% of the sum. Don’t worry about any problem in this business. I assure it is safe and no risk is involved. No other party is aware of the sum from the excess allocation except me and my partner. However, this transaction should be secret and confidential. We awaits your reply on your participation or not, so that we can contact another person. Time is of great essence to us. For any further information reach us through the E-mail address.

Regards,

DR. WINTA GEKUNA

I replied:

This is the best junk mail I've ever had - thanks.  :)

Mark

He responded:

Dear Mark,

I want to have your response to my mail.

You insulted me by regarding my mail as a junk mail.

Mr. Winta.

I replied:

Damn... does this mean I miss out on my chance to get 5.06 million dollars from the vast hoard you've salted away? :)

Never mind, I'm sure there must be many thousands of people who would give you their banking details, address etc on hearing your tale....  or maybe not.

Mark

ps - you insulted my intelligence with your laughable story. Have a good day Mr Gekuna.

He responded:

Mark,

In any case, I have to correct the impression that my business proposal is not junk.

The proposition might be illegal quite alright but every word of it is true. The source of the funds here might be illegal and my act against normal code of conduct and most especially against our Christian religion, but I want you to help me retrieve the funds.

I know your question will be “why do I have to manipulate such a huge sum”, Mark, if you are conversant with news about this continent Africa, you will know that things are falling apart here: the economic situation here is very bad. People die of hunger. We are only existing and not living. There are political crises as well as religious crises between Muslims and Christians. Out break of war is a common thing. If you are current with events you will realize that the British and the American Governments have tried severally to return some of this African Countries to normal living places. They give us a lot of foreign aids, but things are still bad.

Mark, the only thing I want is for you to assist me retrieve the funds as I cannot possibly do it myself. I do not have any ulterior motive and I do not have any intentions that might be jeopardy to you, your personality or self esteem. Try to understand me.

To assure you of my sincerity in this proposal, make arrangements to come to my country, I will arrange that the money be paid direct to you. We would not need Bank Account for the transfer.

By coming down here, it will help to eliminate any doubt you might have in the proposal. You will see things for yourself and believe that all is real.

Do not border about traveling expenses, as things will be taken care of. Just let me know when you can arrive.

I do not mean to sound harsh in my last mail. I felt bad that I am talking something serious and you are talking about junk mails, so naturally, I felt insulted. Sorry for my temperament.

Let me hear from you.

WINTA.

And then later:

Mark,

I know you did not believe my proposal concerning the $25.3M,

To assure you of my sincerely, I don't need your Bank Account to move the funds.

I can arrange that the funds be moved to Holland. So I want to know if you can go to Holland. I will instruct you on how you are to receive the funds there.

Let me know as soon as possible.

I replied:

It's very kind of you to remember me Winta. Actually I happen to have chanced upon a staggering amount of money that makes your 25 million dollars look insignificant. By strange coincidence I need an enterprising fellow to help me make this billion pound sum available and considering your unparalleled generosity to date I thought I would make your day! Your cut would be a healthy $100 million and all you need do is travel to Ulan Bator. Please let me know as soon as possible.

Mark

