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Does Red Match with White?


Different groups of people have different outlooks on how Native American people live and had lived before the arrival of the white man. These different outlooks are also expressed in art and literature. Two key examples of this literature are Tales of the North American Indians and The Lone Ranger and Tonto Fist Fight in Heaven by Sherman Alexie. The major differences in these two works is that the former shows Native Americans as a group of people keeping their traditions alive and the latter shows Native Americans trying to find their traditions in a white society. Even with these major differences, the two books also share one similarity: they both show a strong dislike for the white man.


A definite amount of time had passed from the end of the myths to the beginning of Alexie's book. During that time, the Native American people had changed dramatically. They had been assimilated by the white man's culture. The Native American of the myths was one of self-pride. They loved who they were and thought of the white man as nothing more than a pest that would hopefully go away soon. They had their traditions, and no one was going to take those traditions from them, especially the white man. However, in Alexie's book, the Native Americans are portrayed as being a lost people. They no longer liked who they were. That sense of self-pride had vanished completely. They were trapped in what is now the white man's world, and they wanted to do everything possible to get away from it.


The Native Americans never liked the white man from the start. This idea is shown in both books. The myths showed the white man as being little more than a greedy whiner, or a person who wants anything that is not his. The Native Americans just ignored the white man mostly and considered him to just be an annoyance that would be dealt with when the time was right. The people of Alexie's stories have the same view of the white man. However, now the white man is in control of them and he cannot be ignored. The majority of the Native American's deal with this fact and try to live inside of the white man's world, suppressing their hate for the white man.


The Native American people have been through so much in the past three hundred years. They have gone from a people rich in their traditions to a people that are trying to recover what they have lost. It became clear from the start that the Native Americans never liked the white man from the beginning, yet the white man never seemed to understand that. Even today the white society is still ignorant to the true feelings of the Native Americans. As soon as the white man finally understands what he has been doing for the past three hundred years, this cycle of suppressed hatred between the Native Americans and the white man can come to an end. That is when the Native Americans will be able to find their traditions again. That is when the American people, whites, Native Americans, and all the other can truly become one.

