	The beginning or thought of the building of Auschwitz-Birkenau had began on March 1, 1941. On that day Himmler had visited Auschwitz with a couple of SS officers, the inspector of the concentration camps, Richard Glucks, and the chief of directors of the large concern of I.G. Farben. After he reviewed the camps and checked out some of it’s surroundings. He put out orders to make the camp at Auschwitz larger so it would be able to hold up to thirty thousand prisoners. This camp was going to be built on the sites of one of the villages in the vicinity of Birkenau. It would be able to take in one hundred thousand POW’s. This name was from a near grove of birch trees. Work on these projects began as soon as possible. The people in the towns were emptied, even the Jews living in the towns of Auschwitz. 


	The original camp at Auschwitz was Auschwitz I. Auschwitz II was the camp at Birkenau, whose capacity was suppose to be one hundred thousand prisoners, but after Himmlers orders, it was able to take in two hundred thousand. Birkenau had continued to grow and it had become a constellation of camps-known as BI, BII, and BIII-that were divided into subcamps. It also had a special camp in for women. Auschwitz II-Birkenau became the extermination camp. During Eichmann’s visit a structure was picked as the site for the gassing. This structure, was originally picked because of where it was hidden- behind a grove of birch trees, buttaken out later because it took to long to ventilate. Later, more gas chambers were built in Birkenau under the crematoria. 


  	There were major problems in Birkenau. The worst problem of all, was water. There was no drinking water in Birkenau, and with no choice the sick and the healthy drank the polluted water that was channeled into the camps from the swamps of the area. The poor nutrition, unpotable water, and the hard labor all led to disease and endangered the lives of every one of the prisoners. There was also another big problem which was the problem in Block 7, the hospital in Birkenau. It was so bad that if a person felt ill or sick they did everything they could to stay out the hospital. The hospital was crawling with lice, and the sick had to lay side by side with the dead people without being given medicine or drugs or any other kind of therapy to help their suffering. 


	On  July 17, 1942, Himmler visited Auschwitz for the second time, he had spent two days in the camp. On the first day, he took a tour around the camp and reviewed the agricultural and construction projects where prisoners were kept. After taking a look aound Birkenau he watched the entire process of killing a transport of Jews. Himmler witnessed the unloading of the transport, the choosing of the ones fit to work, the gassing in Bunker 2, and the emptying of the gas chamber. At his request,  he watched the effects demonstrated for him in the woman’s camp. When Himmler and SS officer Hoss were having a final talk Himmler gave orders to make Birkenau larger, and take out all the Jews and Gypsies not fit to work. Some time after the visit, Hoss was also given orders to burn the corpses. The first cremation took place on September 20, 1942.


	In the summer of 1942, Eichmann thought of the idea of bringing out the site of the Jewish settlement. But at that time, the appearance of the camp wasn’t improved yet. When visits by foreigners were set up for 1944, it was decided to make the problem easier by deporting thousands of inmates to Birkenau between September and December 1943 and in May 1944. This deportation was thought out that it could take exclusive purposes as well: a special camp, the family camp, which was set up for the deportees in Birkenau, where they were told to continue their lives together. Eichmann just decided not to bring out this special camp because he did not bring many foreign visitors to visit.


	In the factory of death at Auschwitz-Birkenau special units of prisoners, the Sonderkommando, were employed at the crematoria. In the later stage of the camps existence, most of these forced workers were Jews. They were replaced from time to     time. The Jews who were forced to to do this terrible task in all three camps knew that the murderers saw them as a threat. But it didn’t matter to them, because they didn’t’ t care.


	The prisoners revolt at Birkenau broke out on October 6, 1944. The Sonderkommandos, which were mostly Jews, knew that they were going to die soon. They tried to contact the international underground movement in Auschwitz, but the general underground, which was headed by the prisoners did not want to respond. The Sonderkommandos weren’t very lucky because they only got hold of one type of ammunition, explosives, from the German Union ammunition factory inside of Auschwitz where a lot of prisoners worked day and night. A group of Jewish girls form Birkenau worked in the room where the explosives were made. How they got it was form Rosa Robota, a young Jewish woman from Ciechanow, who was a part of the underground in the camp. She was asked to try to get some explosives for the underground through the Union workers. So the group of girls and her agreed. On October 6, 1944 the Sonderkommandos blew up Crematorium 3, destroyed the installations, and killed the Kappa and the SS men. Then they broke through a fence and ran as fast and sneaky as they could trying to slip through the group of guards around the camp, but they were found and killed.


	At the end of 1943 Jacob Edelstein was fired from the camps leadership. They said he influenced the young people in the camp. Edelstein was arrested on November  10, 1943 on the charges of trying to escape. Then in December he was put on a transport to Auschwitz. His wife, son, and mother-in-law were deported with him. All three were placed in the family camp in Birkenau, and Edelstein was held under arrest in the bunker of political prisoners in Block 11. On June 20, 1944 he and the other members of his family were taken to a execution site and shot-first his family, then him.


	In the autumn of 1943, the central headquarters of Auschwitz was divided into three divisions-Auschwitz I, II, III and Auschwitz I, which now included Birkenau, was declared a extermination camp. In November 1943 Rudolf Hoss was moved up to supervisor of the concentration camps to replace Arthur Liebehenschel in Auschwitz. He set the the pace of  the extermination process at a very high level, by using Crematoria 2, 3, 4 and 5 equipped with gas chambers.  The Sonderkommando working in these crematorias were numbered 400 men to 1,000.  Crematoria 4 was destroyed in the revolt of the Sonderkommandos on October 7, 1944.  Crematoria 2 and 3, was just  damaged a little bit in the rebellion. They were finally destroyed on January 20, 1945, and Crematorium 5 was blown up on January 26, 1945.
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