In the dance that you are about to see, you will notice that--we have not tried to improve on the great Shakespeare. Rather we have tried to made it – uh – taken the tragedy of Othello in a new dimension.  You will find that we have things to say there about love and jealousy, tenderness, foolishness – all of the emotions that you will find in the great tragedy stated in a different way.  Not with words but with gestures.  A person not understanding one single English word will be able to tell about Othello, and Desdemona, and Iago, and Emilia merely by seeing how the human body functions and works.  

I’ll pour this pestilence into their ears…

March 6th 1955 – first broadcasted
2nd movement in the music – takes my breath away

They reach up in an attitude

She reaches up and grabs the scarf and oh that smile as she presses her hand to her sternum  There is a silent laugh

How does one man (limon) have so much presence.  He commands the stage just as any master actor does.  In one gesture he delivers a monologue of passion, pain, love and morning.  It’s almost unfair that Jose chooses the part of Othello for the play itself in actuality features Iago who directs almost the entire play.  

Their acting goes vastly beyond pantomime.  Actions speak louder than words and here the action is done with so much beauty and grace I wish to cry but can’t because the tears would blur my vision.  

How can such light and airy dancing convey the grittiness and weight of such dark emotion?  They move with such sharpness and even though they stop it’s as though they continue going on – how do they show such sharpness and continuity at the same time?  

Who cares about feet anymore?  I love to see them as characters that have gone through an amazing transformation.  

From the DVD cover:  “The Moor’s Pavane (1949) is generally considered to be one of the great masterworks in the modern repertory.  In the form of a Renaissance dance, Limon distills the legend of Othello into a taut, one-act human drama with music by Henry Purcell.  Joining Limon are his close collaborators Lucas Hoving, Pauline Koner and Betty Jones.  Telecast date: March 6, 1955 (21 minutes)

