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When a person is called upon to give, they have to make a decision as to how they are going to do that giving. They can usually either give to a person as their superior, or bring themselves down to the level of the person they are giving to and give to that person as an equal. The choice is completely up to the one whom is doing the service. Both methods have their requirements and methods, and they each reap their own benefits.


There are certain deeds of community service where the person serving cannot actually bring themselves down to an equal level to the people they are serving. An example of this would be serving the mentally handicapped. Many handicapped people need full, twenty-four hours a day care, and it is simply difficult to relate to such a person on their level. As much as a person would like to try to be on the same grounds as someone who needs full care, it simply cannot happen.


On the flip side of full care, there are many deeds of community service that can be done as an equal to the people being served. An example of this would be teaching English as a second language. For the people in that program, most likely their only deficiency is the fact that they simply cannot speak the native language of the land they are in—so they learn. The fact that they are there to learn is a way of showing that those people could possibly be on the same level as the person who is serving them if they could only speak the language of where they live.


In my placement, Shriner’s Hospital for Children, I have the opportunity to use both sides of the community service argument. I play with children who have Cerebral Palsy and must be watched over even as I play with them. I also get to play with children who are simply in the hospital with a broken leg, and are just as smart (although usually less experienced) as I am. In all honesty, I do not have a preference as to what side I work on. Community service is all about being there for people who need your help—and I will not leave them without that help.

