Future Alec walks into staging area first, followed by members of cast carrying the set. Alec steps forward.

FA:
What am I? For years I have asked myself that very question. Every time, I get the same reply back: “I am Alec.” But there is more. I always find myself searching for more. In that search, I see myself being so different from those around me. Why am I different? 

Pauses

I know why. It comes from my past—from the very beginning of my life. I remember it well.

Enter Child Alec, Alicia, Proctor Albert, Proctor Alana

CA:
What is the lesson for today, Proctor Albert?

Proc:
Today, Alec, you shall learn more of your role in the whole—as we do every day.

A:
And that is?

Proc:
The fact that no member of the whole is your adversary. We all do what we do for the whole. No person has more bearing over another person. You will all be-

Enter Fool, being artistic

CA:
(Interrupting) What is that man doing?

Proc:
I’m… not quite sure. Alec, Alicia, pay no heed to him.

A:
But I have never seen anything quite like that before, what is it?

Proc:
Nothing! Ignore him, children.

Fool is removed forcefully


Alec, Alicia… I want you to either forget what you have seen here today or never speak of it again. You are to be a member of the whole some day and you need to think along with what I teach you. Forget what you have seen today.

Exit all but Future Alec

FA:
I never forgot. Nor did Alicia. She didn’t keep it quiet either, and then one day she was gone. Years passed and I was alone. Without Alicia, I could never be a full part of the whole, but I tried my best without her.

Enter Present Alec, AL12, Allen, Alair

PA:
What’s on the agenda today, AL12?

AL:
Today, Alec, you have to assign section 54A to destinations.

PA:
Right (sighs)

Allen:
Alec! How goes the work?

Alair:
(Aside to Allen) Don’t talk to him. He’s different. He doesn’t have his other half.

Allen:
(Aside to Alair) I know that—but we should still be nice to him.

Allen and Alair discuss Alec. Enter Ghostly Alicia

Present Alec and Future Alec shudder
PA:
It’s you. But you’re—

AL:
Alec, who are you talking to?

PA:
It’s her! It’s Alicia!

AL:
Alec, nobody is there.

Exit Ghostly Alicia

Alair: 
See what I mean? He’s different.

Exit Allen and Alair

PA:
It was her. I know it was.

AL:
Alicia has been gone for ten years now. She isn’t coming back.

PA:
It was her! I swear upon it! Blast it!

Alec punches wall. Exit AL12

PA:
What is this? It’s open inside.

Exit Present Alec

FA:
I always ask myself whether or not I should have entered that opening in the wall. It was something I had never seen before, and I wanted to know what was there. It’s strange that I wanted to know, because nobody else did. Not even my robotic companion wanted to go in there. I was alone again. (Whispers) Not even Alicia.

Enter Present Alec

PA:
This place. It’s so different. What is this?

Grabs record


“BEET-hovan’s fifth?” Could it be some kind of data log?

Tries to analyze record, but fails


And this? What relic could this be?

Grabs jewelry


Some kind of arcane power source, no doubt.

Tries to use it to power something, but fails


What are these relics? What do they mean? Why are they here? I don’t understand.

Enter Ghostly Alicia

 Present Alec and Future Alec Shudder


You again. Please, tell me that you are real. I want you to be real.

Ghostly Alicia points to book


A book! Finally something familiar! What else is here, Alicia?

Exit Ghostly Alicia


You’re gone again. What is wrong with me?

Exit Present Alec with book

FA:
What had she shown me? I took the book and began to read it. The author, a man by the name of Smith, wrote about how the world was changing too fast. He then said that he made this room and hid it so that these artifacts could be saved. He left other books for me as well.

Enter Present Alec reading

PA:
Tomorrow, and tomorrow, and tomorrow creeps in this petty pace from day to day to the last syllable of recorded time, and all our yesterdays have lighted fools the way to dusty death. Out, out, brief candle!

Closes book


Macbeth. O, what a world you lived in. You could choose where you were and where you wanted to be. How I envy you.

Enter Ghostly Alicia


Is this what you wanted me to see?

Ghostly Alicia nods


Then what do I do now?

Ghostly Alicia points to opening in wall


Take it out there. You know what they’ll do to me if I do. (Pauses) I understand.

Exit Present Alec

FA:
And I did understand too. It was time for me to make up for my mistake of keeping all that I had seen quiet. It was time for me to show the world what there really is and what we all really can do.

Enter Present Alec, AL12, Boy child, and Girl Child

PA:
Listen to me everyone! Things don’t have to be like this! They can be better! We can be so much more! We don’t have to do what they say! We can be our own persons!

AL:
What are you doing, Alec?

Boy:
What is he saying?

Girl:
What does that mean?

AL12 activates machine, Enter police

PA:
I am free from this! You all can be too! Follow your feelings and you will never-

Present Alec is knocked unconscious and drug off by police

Exit all but Future Alec

FA:
I don’t know if I made a difference there—but I tried. I did what I should have done long ago to keep me from entering that mess I was in. Well, they took me away, and now I’m here.

Scene change to cell

Enter Ghostly Alicia sitting on chair

Future Alec sits on other chair


Do I feel alone here? No, not one bit. I’m no longer isolated in that hole called society. I am free here. They let me keep my books and everything else that was in the room. I think this will work out.

Pauses

Looks at Alicia


Did I do the right thing?

Pauses

Smiles sarcastically


At least now we can talk about it—for the rest of our time.

