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Life Choices

Robert Bolt – A Man for All Seasons


Times are almost always presented in people’s lives where they are forced to make a decision based on ethics alone. They are given few options that are as different as black and white and are forced to choose between them. Their decisions also will almost always influence the rest of their lives. In Robert Bolt’s play, A Man for All Seasons, the reader is presented with a present day saint: Sir Thomas More and his journey through his decision.


The protagonist of the play, Sir Thomas More, is a well off chancellor in the English Parliament. He has all the luxuries of the time and finds himself with little to worry about until he discovers that King Henry desires a divorce from his wife, which was illegal at the time. King Henry is not granted the divorce and therefore separates England from the church. Sir Thomas More is presented with the choice of either swearing allegiance to the new Church of England or swearing allegiance to the Pope. His decision would decide his fate.


Sir Thomas More had always been on friendly terms with the Roman Catholic Church and the Pope and had no reason to defect along with the English Aristocracy. He felt that doing so would damn his soul for an eternity of burning in hell. When the English Parliament decreed that all people in England must swear allegiance to the new church or be imprisoned, Sir Thomas More refuses and is sent to jail.


While in jail, Sir Thomas More is allowed a second chance to take the oath and even under the pleas of his family and friends, he refuses to swear allegiance. His conscious would not allow him to do something that could force him to spend his afterlife in the bowels of hell. He follows his heart and it gets him beheaded in the end.


I enjoyed reading this play. It gave me a look at the faith held by those during the English Renaissance. The devotion and trust that Sir Thomas More put into God kept him strong in the face of adversity and allowed him to make a life choice that was a live or die situation.

