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Right in the middle of the twentieth century, during World War II, the world as everyone had come to know it radically changed. Countries fell, so many people died, and entire cultures were changed. The changes were felt the most probably by the Jews in the world, especially those in the United States that could actually voice their opinions of the matter without fear of repercussions. This story is about two of those young Jews growing up in America.


Reuven Malter, the protagonist of the story is just another Orthodox Jew growing up in Brooklyn where he encounters Danny Saunders at a rivalry game of baseball in the early 1940s. In the game, Reuven is injured by Danny and is forced to go to the hospital. Feeling guilt for what he did, Danny went to the hospital to visit Reuven. A friendship began among the two boys that carried on throughout their lives.


Danny, being the son of a Hasidic tzaddik, is the first in line to become the next leader of his community. Danny, however, would rather spend his life studying psychology and specifically, Freudian psychology. He is forced to choose between giving up his birthright and choosing to live the life that his education could give him, or give up his dreams in order to please his father.


Danny’s life decision to make is also influenced by the time period. During the book, World War II comes to a closure and the Zionist movement begins. Danny’s father, Reb Saunders, bans Danny from seeing Reuven because of Reuven’s father, David Malter’s involvement in the Zionist movement. Severe stress is therefore put on Danny’s relationship with both his father and Reuven. After much time apart, Danny’s father repeals the ban and accepts Danny’s final decision to follow his dreams and study psychology.


I found this book rather interesting mainly because of its time period. The Jewish community was hit hard after World War II when they discovered the death camps and the story of these two boys helps to illustrate that picture of grievance and the urge to fight back against an unfriendly world. I highly recommend this book for its realism alone, there was nothing unbelievable about the story, it was about one ordinary and one not-so-ordinary boy growing up and finding themselves in a modern society.

